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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-PROPORTIONAL
RE PESENTA TION.

Hon. D. G. GAWLER asked the Col-
onial Secretary: Will he lay upon the
Tlable of the House, at the earliest oppor-
tunity, the recent report by the Chief
State Electoral Registrar, Mr. Stenberg,
on the subject of proportional represen-
tation?9

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: A copy of the Report will be duly
laid on the Table of the Legislative Coun-
cil and the Legislative Assembly.

QUESTION-TRANSFER OF MR.
WALTER, R.M.

Hon. D. G. GAWLER asked the Col-
onial Secretary: Will lie lay' on the Table
of the House all papers relating to the
transfer of Mr. WV. A. G. Walter from
the Resident Magistracy df Kalgoorlie to
that of Cue?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: No; but they will be placed at the
disposal of any hon. member who desires
to peruse them.

QUESTION-STATE HOTEL, WON-
GAN HILLS.

Ron. D. G. GAMIER asked the Col-
onial Secretary: 1, Whether at the local
option poll held in April, 1911, for the
Irwin licensing district (in which is in-
cluded the township of Wongan Hills)
the following were not the results of the
poll:-Resoution T-That the number of
licenses existing in the district be in-

creased; negatived. Questions-(i.) Do
you vote that all new Publicans' General
Licenses in the district shall be held by
the State; answvered in the negative? (ii.)
Are you in favour of State management
throughout the district; answered in the
negativ'e? 2, Whether it was not one of
tie conditions of sale of the Wongan Bills
township blocks that no license should be
held in respect of them? 3, Whether the
proposed State hotel is not situated on
one of the said township bloeksi 4.
Whether the Government has taken the
advice of the Crown Law officers on the
question as to whether the State is ea-
titled to bold such license in spite of the
result of the above local option poli?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, Yes. 3, No. The pro-
posed hotel will be situated on land re-
served for the purpose. 4, Yes. The
resolutions do not affect the exercise of the
discretion of the Court in the townsite,
there being no licensed premises within a
radius of 15 miles. (Vida Section 45.)

PAPER: STATUTES COMPILATION,
CRIMINAL CODE.

The PRESIDENT: I have to lay on the
Table of the House a compilation of the
Criminal Code with amendments, also a
certificate from the Attorney General cer-
tifying to its correctness.

PAPERIS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary: 1, The
Pearling Act, 1912, Regulations. 2, Game
Act, 1912, Regulations. 3, Health Act,
1911-12: (a) Food Standards and Regula-
tions; Amendment of Regulation. (b.)
Leedervifle Local Health Authority,
Amendment of By-law. (c) Tambellup
Local Health Authority, By-law. 4, In-
ebriates Act, 1912, Regulations. 5, In-
dustrial Arbitration Act, 1912, Return
showing membership of registered Indus-
trial Unions. 6, Perth Public Hospital:
Report of the Board of Management for
year einded 30th June, 1012. 7, Report of
Conference of Permanent Heads and
Heads of Sub-Departments on the Public
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Service Act and the Public Service Regu-
lations. 8. Public Wyorks Department--
(1) Annual Report of the Department for
Financial Year 1911-12. (2) (i.) Roads
Act, 1911, By-laws of the following Road
Boards:-(a) Beverley, (b) Claremont,
(c) Mount 'Malcolm. (d) Wiluna, (e)
Wyndham, (f) Yilgarn. (ii.) Municipal
Corporations Act, 1-906, By-laws of the
following municipalities :- (a) Boulder,
(b) Perth, (c) North Perth, (d) South
Perth, (e) Subiaco. (iii) Public Works
Act, 1902-Fremantle Road Bridge By-
laws. (iv.) Uniform general By-laws for
regulitintr M_%otor Traffic and Standard
Lighlt to be carried by all Vehicles. 9J.
Water Supply, Sewerage, and Drainag-e
1)cparlient: By-laws of the following
places:-(a) Busselton, (b) Derby, (e)
Geraldton, (d) Goldfields, (e) 3leeka-
tharra, (f) Piugelly, (g) 'Metropolitan
Water Supply. (10) Western Australian
Government Traniways By-laws. 11, Gov-
erment Railways Act, 1904-Reports and
returns in accordance with Clauses 54
and 83. 12, The Land Act, 1898, Regua-
tions. 13. Parks and Reserves Act. 1809,
Regulations. 14, Cemeteries Act, 1897,
Regulations. 15, Public Works Depart-
mcnt-(1) Roads Act, 1011-By-laws of
the following Road Boards:-(a) Ash-
burton, (b) Brockton, (c) Capel, (d) Col-
lie, (e) Goomnalling, (f) Kimberley, (g)
Marble Bar, (h) 'Marradong, (i) Mount
Magnet, (k) Northampton, (1) Perth, (in)
Phillips River, (n) Port Hedland, (o)
Upper Blackwood, (p) Sussex, (q) War-
ren. (2) Municipal Corporations Act,
1906-By-laws of the following 'Munici-
palities:-(a) Albany, (b) Boulder, (c)
Carnarvon, (d) Collie, (e) Fremantle,
(f) East Fremantle, (g) North Freman-
tle. (h) (4eraldton, (i) Leederville, (k)
North Perth, (1) South Perth, (in) Vic-
toria Park.

URGENCY MOTION-FOOD AND
DRUGS REGULATIONS.

The PRESIDENT: I have received the
following letter from the Hon. Mr.
Kingsmill!

I beg to give notice that I intend, be-
fore the commencement of this after-

noon's business in the Council, to move
the adjournment of the House on a mat-
ter of urgency, namely, to consider the
action of the Government in relation
to Regulation 62 under the Health Act
laid upon the Table of the House on
Junie 26th, the subject of a notice of
motion by myself for the disallowance
of the same, and now proposed to be
carried into effect by the Government
though the Legislative Council has bad
no opportunity of discussing the same.

I consider this is a matter of urgency, and
if the requisite number of members stand
up in their places I will allow it to pro-
ceed.

Four members having risen in their
places.

H~on. W. KJNGSMILL (Metropoli-
tan) :It is with a great amount of re-
gret indeed that I find it necessary to,
take this forma of procedure, a form of
procedure which I have never found it
necessary to take before, but I think that
when hon. members have heard the few
remarks that I have to make on this sub-
ject, they will say I am fully justified in
adopting practically any method to call
the attention of Parliament and the atten-
tion of the public to what has been done
in respect to these regulations. First of
all in regard to these regulations to wbicb
objection is taken and in relation to
which I have a notice of motion on the
paper, you will remember, Mr. President,
that I consulted you to-day and you
ruled that this potice of motion could not
be proceeded with until the debate on the
Address-in-reply had been fully dealt
with and finished, in which ruling I ac-
quiesce and concur implicitly. In rela-
tion to these regulations it would be as
well to remind yourself and hon. mem-
bers of the provisions of the Health Act
and the regulations which may be made
thereunder. Section 271 of the Act of
1911 is as follows:-

AllI regulations and by-laws shall be
laid before both Houses of Parliament
within thirty days of the making there-
6f if Parliament is then in session, and
if not, then within thirty days after the
next meeting of Parliament.

This section has been amplified by the
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addition to it under Section 8 of the
,Health Act Amendment Act, 1912, as
follows:-

Section two hundred and seventy-one
of the principal Act is hereby amended
by the addition of the subsection fol-
lowing:-(2) Except in so far as they
may be in conflict with the express pro-
visions of this or any other Act, any
regulations purporting to have been
made under this Act and laid before
each House as aforesaid shall, if not
annulled in manner aforesaid, be con-
clusively deemed to be valid and shall
have effect according to their tenor.

This is the legislation dealing with the
question, and I think that that legislation
is so fre~h in the minds of hon. members
that it is almost needless for mue to state
that the intention of that Act was, that
whenever any regulations were made n-
der that Act, both houses of Parliament
should have the opportunity of saying
whether they concur with these regula-
tions or not and reasonable time should
be given for either House of Parliament
to express approval or disapproval of
these reg-ulations under these Acts. The
whole gist of the matter lies in the term
"when Parliament is in session," and by
no stretch of imagination can it be said
that regulations laid before Parliament
for an hour and a half on the one day
that Parliament sits before an adjourn-
ment of 31 days, receive the approval of
Parliament which is a condition prece-
dent to these regulations coming into
force. But what do we flnd9 We find
these regulations among 70 others were
laid] on the Table of the House by the
Honorary 'Minister (Ron. J. E. Dodd),
the leader of the House being absent for
a reason which we all deplore. These
regulations were laid on the Table of the
House at the opening of Parliament on
an occasion which members know is pure-
ly formal, when members know that con-
tentions debate is often somewhat ham-
pered by the presence of the public in
greater numbers than is usual at our
meetings, and on an occasion when it
would he almost out of place to introduce
any such contentious matter before this
Rouse. The exact time members had

to consider this matter and make
a motion without notice, if such a
thing- were possible under our Stand-
ing Orders, which I think it is
not, was about two minutes. Mr.
Dodd read out this set of regulations
first among the very many regulations
and papers which lie laid on the Table.
I must confess I was on the watch for
them. As soon as he read them out I
asked one of the clerks to pass them over
to me. I examined them as quickly as
I could, how hurriedly is borne testimony
to by the fact that in my haste to stop
an act which I deemed to be an injustice
to the public, I gave notice of motion
concerning the wrong regulation. I had
not even time to pick out the right regu-
lation. However, under the practice of
the House, which enabled me to do so,
I made a correction and my notice of
motion appears on the Notice Paper as
it should he. It would, I think, be strain-
ing- the powers given to the Government
under this Act to the very utmost if they
were to put this regulation into effect,
even if no notice of motion had been
given, if this House had accepted in silence
those regulations which laid on the Table
for an hour and a. half and then passed
out of the ken of hon. members for a
sufficient time to legally put them into
force-it would have been a straining of
the powers of Government if they had
taken the silence of Parliament to mean
consent under those peculiar circum-
stances. Words fail to describe their ac-
tion when we consider that a notice of
motion, disallowing this very regulation
to which I object, that such a notice of
motion should appear on the Notice
Paper, which I claim should have acted as
a caveat and secured the suspension of
that particular regulation until the
House had an opportunity of discussing
sand declaring upon it. That is all I
want to do. If the Government are will-
ing to observe the spirit of this Act, then
the least thing they should have done was
to withdraw this regulation temporarily
and to re-gazette it when Parliament met.
and so give this branch of Parliament,
which had expressed through one Of its
members some doubt as to the spirit of
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this regulation, that chance of criticising
the regulation which is given to it ex-
plicitly by the Act under which this regu-
lation is made. I do not intend now to
go into tile merits of the case, to debate
in any way the substance matter of the
notice of miotion. I intend to confine my
remarks purely to a criticism of the action
of the Government in the constitutional
aspect of the question, and leave the merits
of the case to a future occasion, if that
future occasion is fonnd necessary. To
impress upon hon. members the urgency
of this matter I would ask them to con-
sider -what this regulation means. The
regulation-I wvill not read it out to hon.
members; they can read it for themselves
-rendered as tersely as possible, the ob-
ject of the regulation is to prohibit the
sale of all patent medicines the contents
of which do not appear on the label, or
alternatively, the contents of which are
not disclosed to the Health Department in
formulae handed in by the patentees of
the medicines. Let me say that a very
great many of the patent medicines at
present in use throughout the State -will
not have their formulae handed in to the
Health Department; and it is obvious to
anybody that it is the more successful of
these patent medicines the formulae of
which will not be handed in to the de-
partment. It is those which are mast in
public favour thle formulae of which ill
he withheld from the Health Department.
To bring it home to hon. members let me
read a list of only some of the remedies
which are in daily household use throug-h-
out the State, th sale of which will be
prohibited in Western Australia, if it is
not already prohibited. for I understand
ile reguIlation is being put into effect,
because I have read in the Press that
prosecuitions are now proceeding uInder
this regulation. The list is as follows-
Beecham's Pills, Cockle's Pills, Ellimani's
Embrocation, Eno's Fruit Salts, Coallis-
Brown's Chlorodyne, Horlick's Malted
Milk, Kay's Essence of Linseed, Powell's
Balsam of Aniseed, Sanatogen, Single-
ton's Eye Ointment, Antiphiogistiine,
Scott's "Emulsion, St. Jacob's Oil. Pain-
iller, Seigel's Syrup, Benger's Food,

Bennington's Irish Mloss. Most hon. mem-

hers will realise what a serious thing the
loss of the use of these remedies will be
to the people in towns. To how much
greater extent will their loss act upon
those resident in the countryv and in the
more remote parts of the State, where
doctors are not available? I do not wish
to pursue that avenue of debate any fur-
ther. I only mention this to show how
very serious this regulation is. What I
want to know from the leader of the
House is, do the Government intend to
play the game fairly, or do they intend
to take advantage of the technicality
which apparently they are taking advan-
tage of 9 Will they give this House
what this House has undoubtedly a right
to uinder the Acts which I havQ quoted,
namely, an opportunity to criticise, to
allow or disallow, this regulation which
is of so much importance to the people
of 'Western Auistralia.? That is all I ask.
I may say at once that the leader of the
House has my deepest sympathy in the
very awkward position in which first the
impetuosity and now the obstinacy of one
of his colleagues has placed him. lIe
has my sympathy because I cannot be-
lieve that a g-entleman as well acquainted
as is Mr. Drew or Mr. Dodd with the re-
mote parts of this State can for a
moment endorse the action taken, an
action which will re-act so iinfavourably
on thle constituents of the lion. members
I hare named, and which is doing a very'
serious injustice in the remote parts of
the State, and which can do a very ques-
tionable amount of good, if any at all.

Hon. J. [F. Cullen: And which is driv-
ing business into the other States.

Hon. W. KINGS2I1ILL: Quite so. If
the bon. gentleman is willing to give thle
House an opportunity of criticising this
regulation he will be acting as the Gayv-
erment should hare acted in the first
place. On the other hand if he refuses
to give that opportunity he will he guilty
of anl act of what I can only eharacterise
as very gross discourtesy. To myself as
thle member who gave the notice of ma-
lion it does not matter-, it would be ex-
tremely discourteous if the Government
refused me an opportunity of discussing
the subject, hut the discourtesy would be
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much greater to this House. if the
Government refuse to give suich anl op-
portunity. they will be flouting the Act,
and they will be guilty of gross dis-
courtesy to this Chamber. It all depends
onl the answer the lion. gentleman gives
to my question as to what action I1 shall
take in the future, hut 1 may sayl it is ni~v
intention to proceed as far as the forms
of the House permit with the notice of
motion standing in my name. I beg to
move-

'That the Hiouse do noir adjourn.

Ron. Sir E, H. W ITTENOOTM
(North) : I second the motion.

'The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. MN. 1)rew) : There is 110 doubt this is a
most unfortunate ocetirrence. I can
scarcely think the lion. noimbcr or an -y
member of the House can come to the
conclusion that the Government have heen
guilty of a trick.

Hon. M. L. Moss:- No one suggests that.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No

one was more surprised than the Govern-
mnent when the3' saw an article in a metro-
politan newspaper describing the action
taken as a trick. It was not a trick, nor
was it intended to be a trick, and it is
very unfortunate that Parliament was ad-
journed for a period which did not per-
mit of the consideration of Mr. Kings-
mlti's motion. At the same time I cannot
absolve the hon. member himself from
blame. Be is well acquainted with the
forms of the House, and with the various
Acts of Parliament, and he knew per-
fectly well that if these regulations re-
mained on the Table for 30 days they had
all the force of law.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: How could he have
stopped them?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: He
could have drawn attention to it when the
motion was made for an adjournment for
a month, and I am sure the leader of the
House would have fallen in with the
-wishes of the hon. member.

Hon. M. L. Moss: But the reinedy is so
simple. You can revoke the regulation
and republish it next week.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I did
not receive intimation of Mr. Kingsmnill's

intention until 3 o'clIock this afternoon-
too late to consult Cabinet, and too late
for me to be in a position to give the
Houqe any definite assurance this after-
1noon. However, a specific moot ion has
been made, and I am sure the (Goverunment
will give it every consideration, and] have
the matter thoroughly discussed. Mr.
lKingsmill wandered from his. point. and
proceeded to deal with the demerits of
the regulation. Last session of Parlia-
mnent the House agreed without a ds
sentient voice-if I except Mfr. Connolly
-to a ill wiving the Govcranment 4pecific
ipower to make this regulation.

lion. J, F. (Cullen : tiational iower,

Hon. wV. Kingmill: No;, not specific
powvers.

Trhe COLON IAL SECRIETAtRY: Yes.
S4pecific powers. and on that occasion I
clearly explained what the Gloverunmen t
propjosed to do. MYr. Connolly was the
only member who spoke onl the subject,
and he mildly disagreed with the course
we proposed to follow, but offered no,
strong- objection to it, and the Bill went
through, giving us all these powers with
the knowledge of every member present.
All I can do now is to submit the question
for the consideration of Cabinet, and I
shall do it at the earliest opportunity, and
'will subsequently make a statement to the
House.

Hon. WV. Kingsmill: Will the lion.
member recommend to the Government
that the regulation be withdrawn and re-
gazetted 9

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
cannot state what recommendation I shall
make.

Hon. W. KINGSMIIJL (in reply) : If
no other hon. member wishes to speak I
only have to rise to record mly apprecia-
tion of the manner of the lion. mnember's
explanation and my dissatisfaction
with the matter of it. I -wis9h the
hon. member could have been a little more
definite; I do indeed. He realises that
this is a most unfortunate occurrence, He
says that the Government have not been
gluilty of a trick. They can best prove that
in the manner which has been pointed out
by several hon. members, namely, by with-
drawing this regulation and re-gazetting
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it, in order that this House will have ain
opportunity of expressing an opinion
upon it, an opinion which will have some
weight. 1 am very much dissatisfied in-
deed that tire bonourable gentleman did
not give uis a more definite assurance.
Perhaps under the circnustances, and
considering the fact that he had such very
short notice-yet lie must L-dmit that as
soon as I mnade up my mind to take this
course, I took the earliest opportunity of
informing him of it, although there is no
obligation on rue so to do, but I did adopt
that cour-se and lie got the information of
what [ intended to do practically as soon
as I had made uip my mind, I hope that
the Minister will lay this protest before
Cabinet and that they will do nothing ex-
cept what is absolutely right for them to
do, not take advantage of what the Mini-
ister himself has described as an unfor-
tunate occurrence, riot let thre public be-
lieve and confirmn the impression which
has gone forth that this is a trick on the
part of the Government, but will with-
draw the regulation and re-gazette it. If
the Government, now that the aspect of
affairs has been plainly pointed out to
them. jet use to give this House an oppor-
tunity of expressing an opinion on this
regulattion, there can be no doubt -what-
ever, in spite of what the lion, member
says, that this is a trick and niot an un-
fortunate occurrence.

Hn. Ri G. 0awler: What about the
prosecutions?

Hon. _M. L. 'Moss: They ought to be
stoppecd.

Hon. AVW.NSMTLL: I know no-
thing about that. those who are being
prosecuted can look after themselves.
What I want to maintain is the undoubted
right of this House to what this Act gives
it, namely, the right to annul or allow the
regulation which we are now discussing.
rUnder the circumstances, and again ex-
pressing my regret that the Minister can-
not give uis. any more definite assurance.
and again expressing the conviction that
if the Government do not now withdraw
the regulation and re-gazette it, it will be
a confirmation of the public opinion that
this is a trick on the part of the Gov-
iernment, 1 beg to withdraw the motion.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

MIESSAGE--ASSENT TO SUPPLY
BILL.

Message trout His Excellency thie Gov'-
ernor received and read assenting to Sup-
ply Bill (No. 1), X1,324,130.

ADD1LESS-IN-R EPLY.

Second Day.

Debate resuimed from thre 26th June.

}Ion. 1WL. MOSS (West) : From the
Governor's Speech delivered something
over a mouth ago, I have eudeavoured
to extract what might be designated tire
policy of tire Government, but I have
failed to find anything in the nature of a
policy contained in the Speech with the
exception of the reappearance of some old
familiar friends which I will allude to
p)resently. Thle rest of tile Speech is so
much padding. It may only be a coin-
cidence that at the time the Governor's
Speech was prepared the Labour Con-
gress had not bee)) in session and no in-
structions had been given to the Mtinistry'
as to what words were to be put into
the mouth of His Excellency. Further
titan that, although some considerable
time has elapsed since the Governor's
Speech was delivered, and a Labour Con-
gress; has senit forth its, fiat, there has
been no pre-sessional speech by the Pre-
mier, so to a large extent we are groping
in the dark as to what the future policy
of the Government is to be. Since Par-
liament last assembled a most important
muatter dealing with the Government of
this State has heen the subject of con-
siderable public discussion. I allude to
the referenda proposals -which were be-
fore the people of this State during the
recent Commonwealth elections. It may
not be out of place to remark that in
1911 these or similar questions were sub-
mitted to the people of Australia to pass
.judgment upon, and it is an extraordin-
ary thing that in 1911 we found hon.
gentleme 'n -who are now members of the
Ministry out in the length and breadth of
this country opposing these proposals,
They were then satisfied that the pro-
posals were in the worst interests of
Western Australia: they were then satis-
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fled that the carrying of these questions
would mean dealing a very serious blow
to State government in 'Western Aus-
tralia; they knew perfectly well at that
time that the 'passing of these questions
and the making- of them part of the Fed-
eral Constitution would turn the hands of
the clock back to a large extent in con-
nection with the general work of the de-
velopment of this country. But a great
change came over these gentlemen 'between
193i aud 1913, for we found these gentle-
men who were so strenuously opposed to
this line of policy in 191-1 vigorously sup-
porting it in 1913. Is it a fair conmneat
to make that between 1911 andl 1913 they
were compelled through the powers of an
outside body, namely, the congress I have
just alluded to, to give their whole-beanted
support to these referenda proposals, not
because they were in the best interests
of Western Australia, ' but because the
Labour party throughout Australia
thought they were in the best interests
of the Labour party of Australia ? Thle
benefits or detriment to Western Aus-
tralia were never considered by these
gentlemen in the support they gave to
the referenda proposals in 1913. One
hon. gentleman who adorns the present
Mlinistry has been at great pains through-
out this country to explain the reason
for this political somersault. He stated
that lie had become converted on account
of the obstruction of the Legislative Coun-
cil. Hle was hard pressed for reasons
when he -was induced to turn this political
somersault, but nevertheless, this was the
reason assigned, that on account of the
obstruction of the Legislative Council he
had thrown over the policy he had advo-
cated in 1911. and had in 1913 advocated a
policy which in my judgment, and I am
glad to say in the judgment of a large
proportion of the thinking- public of Aus-
tralia -was highly detrimental to State
progress throughount the Commonwealth.
The accusation against this House was
unfounded as was -well known by the
person who made the accusation. aad at
the cost of a certain amount of repeti-
tion of arguments I have -used in times
gone by, I intend later on to recite a list
of the various measures to which this

House has given its concurrence and
which are now on the Statute book, and
to point out how little this Chamber has
obstructed the legislation of either party
in polities and 'we 'will see the reasons
which have actuated us in taking the
stand we have taken. It is unfortunate
that the majority of the people in West-
ern Australia should have thought fit to
vote for the referenda proposals, because
if there is one part of Australia which
will suffer seriously as regards this blow
at State rights and State government, it
is Western Australia. Sitiuhed as we are
such a great distance away from the
other States and represented as we are
by such a small number of members in
the House of Representatives, it is sur-
prising to mae that such a large number
of votes were cast in favour of the re-
ferenda proposals. I can only attribute
it to the fact that there is a large section
of the public in this country who have
very little interest in it beyond the fact
that they draw -wages. If certain indus-
tries peter out they would find it easy
to get out of this State, and there is a
want of sympathy between them and
those whose lot is east in the more
settled parts of this country, and they
give their vo)te with less reg-ard to the
consequences than do the people in
the settled parts of the State. In
speaking on the Address-in -Reply, I have
niot usually resorted to quoting a very

hgnumber of fig-ures; I wvill not do so
at any very grat length this after-
noon, but I think it highly necessary in
the interests of this Country that a few
figures of great importance to the coun-
try should be prominently referred to at
this j~tncture. The figures I am quoting
from are in the latest monthly Statistical
Abstract, and refer to the 30th June, lois,
the end of the last financial year. Our
revenue per capita was £14 iSs. 9d., and
our expenditure per capita -was £15 11s.
2d. We have, therefore, during the lost
year spent 12s. 5d. per head, man, woman,
and child, over and above the revenue we
have received, In the Statistical Abstract
the population on the 30th June is shown
to have been 313,428. Tn round numbers
that means we are going astern to the tune
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of £1030,000 a year. These figures are to
be found on page 6 of -the Statistical Ab-
stract. When the present Government
took, office in October, 1911-and- these
figures will be found in the twelfth table
on page 6 of the Abstract--there was a
surplus in the Treasury of £13,000. On
the 13th June, 1913, there was a defi-
ciency of £311,515. The Government or
the country has gone astern in the 21
month that the present Government have
been in office to the extent of £324,515, or
we have gone astern month after month
to the tune of £14,500. During this time
our State revenue has largely increased.
Our deficit for the year, according to these
published figures, is £190,404, but I pause
here to make this statement: In 1909 we
amended the Fremantle Harbour Trust
Act as a result of the authorisation of the
construction of a dock at Fremantle. In
that 1909 amendment of the Fremantle
Harbour Trust Act, provision was made
for the imposition of a harbour improve-
ment rate of 6id. per ton on all cargo
brought over the -wharves at Fremantle.
That rate was to provide interest and
sinking fund on the cost of the construc-
tion of that dlock, so that the Consolidated
Revenue should not he burdened to the
extent of one fraction while the dock wats
being constructed. The money raised by
that harbour improvement rate was not
put into Consolidated Revenue for a very
good reason; it was there to be available
ns it was required for the purpose of meet-
big the obligations in connection -with the
construction of that dock. It did so, and
it provided a surplus of some £,30,000-
I am talking in round numbers. That
£30,000 remained presumably in a trust
account in the Treasury, and if wve exam-
mne the figures in the return dealing With
the Fremantle Harbour Trust, we wviii
find that the revenue has been very con-
siderably swollen by this £30,000 being
paid into Consolidated Revenue and the
deficiency for the year, instead of being
£190,404, is in reality £220.000. I quote
these figures;, because I think it is time the
public men of this State did something
to arrest this deficit which is being piled
up month after month and year after year.
It has been said by a Minister that the

present condition of affairs is largely due
to the fact that laud rents are considerably
in arrear. That explanation will not do,
because at the time the Budget Speech
was delivered and the Estimates were
framcd, due provision was made for those
rents remaining outstanding. The losses
are occurring in this way: aecording to
the Treasurer's estimate when he delivered
the Budget Speech, and according to the
business which the railways have done, the
figures during last year are £78,628 less
than the estimate, and the State steamers
are responsible for a deficiency of
£31,791 on the Treasurer's estimate.
These two enterprises are short of the
Treasurer's estimate by £110,419. The
Statistical Abstract, in dealing wvith the
railways, gives no figures beyond 1912,
and the figures 1 last quoted have been
obtained fromu the local Press. A very
serious position arises, and bon. members
who will take the trouble to look at page
27 of the Abstract will find that out for
themselves. In -1911 the railways paid in-
terest and sinking fund on the cost of
construction and they contributed as aid
to the Consolidated Revenue 1.87 per cent.
on the cost of construction. In 1911 this
amount of 1.87 per cent.-and that re-
presented in figures £224.441 was of
great assistance to the Consolidated Rev-
enue, but in 1912 that had gone down to
.77 per cent. and the £224,441 was re-
duced to £101,074. The 1913 figures are
not given in the AbstrTact, but we know
that the railway receipts were below the
estimate by £78,028. What contribution
can we expect in 1913 towards the other
services of the State from the railways?
Of course we know what has been largely
responsible for this ]oss. The Govern-
ment came into office pledged to raise the
wages of unskiled labourers on the rail-
ways. I never would object to giving
this increase if it would do any good to
unskilled labour, hut it is quite obvious
that the cost of production increased also,
and the result is that these men have not
benefited because of that. The cost of
production is increased and the burden
has been passed on. This is a very serious
position. The railways have been aiding
the other services to the tune of nearly a
quarter of a million, and those were the
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figures for the year ended the 30th June,
1911, whereas to-day it is almost obvious
that, with the big deficit that there was in
1912 and the loss in 1013, if the railways
are paying interest on the cost of con-
struction and sinking fund, it is as much
as they are doing. Just a word about
the steamers. These were, as hon. mem-
bers know, purchased without Parliament-
ary authority on the eve of Parliament
mneeting-. That was a departure the Gov-
ermnent were not justified in making and
so seriously did this House view the posi-
tion that members took the extraordinary
procedure of passing an amendment to
the Address-in-reply last session. When
a Government intends to embark upon
new enterprises, clearly it is their obvious
duty to come into the open and ask both
Houses to give legislative sanction to the
departure. That was not done in this
case. They knew that this House would
not agree to the Government embarking
on such a scheme. Now we see where it
has landed them. On the figures pub-
lished tip to the 30th June-and hon.
members, in order to find that I amn not
misquoting them, can look at page 5 and
Tables 8 and 9 of the Statistical Abstract
and they will see them there for them-
selves-it wil te seen that the expenditure
in connection with the steamers d~irin~g
that year ran into £88,446 while the rev-
enue received was £66,193. The loss on
the basis of receipts and expenditure was
£E22,258. The House is aware that dur-
ing last session an Act was passed called
"The Government Trading Concerns Act,"
and in respect of certain matters con-
tained in that measure I have to-day asked
certain questions of the Government.
That Act provides that interest and sink-
ing fund on loan moneys expended in con-
nection with these ventures must be
charged in the balance-sheet against them,
and that an amount must be allowed for
depreciation of assets-a most important
item when dealing with old steamers,
charges for use of Government depart-
ments, interest and sinking fund to be
charged on the capital provided out of
revenue, and then ordinary outstandings
in the way of liabilities; and I suppose
against that there would he moneys that
the Shipping flepartment received-these,

and other things, must be accounted for.
You take interest and sinking fund on
the money utilised in the purchase of these
steamers, approximating £100,000-and
generally 4 per cent. is allowed for the
money and 1/2 per cent. for a sinking
fund, ma king £4,500-and I may say I
am quoting people who know whiat they
are talking about when I mention that for
old ships at least JO per cent, should be
allowed for depreciation. which would
mean another £10,000. That would he
£ 14.500 to he added to the £22,253, which
was the loss already quoted. I have dis-
counted liberally the amount that should
be allowed in respect of interest and sink-
ing fund on these loan moneys and the
depreciation of the assets, and having
d]one that the total loss last year cannot
be less than £33,000. That is roughly
£3,000 a month. Here is rather an in-
teresting extract taken from the West
Australian on the 26th April this year.
It was a speech made by 'Mr. Fisher in
Brisbane, and it says-

At a meeting to-night in the Town
Hall the Prime Minister briefly touched
upon the land tax and announced that
his Government, if returned to power,
would continue its collection. He men-
tioned he had received a telcgram in
reference to the reported statement of
Mr. Joseph Cook that the West Aus-
tralian Labour Government had lost in
one month £C2,000 on the Government
steamers and £6,000 on the State hotels.
The acting Premier of Western Aus-
tralia had been questioned on both and
had replied that Mr. Cook's statement
was untrue.

It is untrue in the sense that £2,000 is
being lost, because on a low estimate I
made it £3,000. Mr. Fisher denied that
£2,000 a month had been lost. The fact
is that every time the sun goes down and
rises £100 is lost to this State in connec-
tion with the running of these boats, and
when we think that this amount would
find work for 250 men employed at
Ss. a day it will be seen that it
is an expensive luxury to the State. Is it
not some justification for the step this
House took last session, and would it not
be strong justification for any Parliament
to object to the Government embarking.
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on such a venture when this is going to be
an annually recurring lossq Efforts were
made by a contributor to the columns of
the Wfest Australia,;, who wrote under
the name "Observer," to get information
on behalf of the public with regard to the
steamship service, and the Colonial Secre-
tary stated this-

My critic says I was evasive. There
was no evasion on my part but there
was a straight-out ref usal to supply
him with any information which would
help our rivals to gain an inside know-
ledge of the workings of the business.
In that course I shall endeavour to per-
severe to the end.

I am not worrying about the rivals; I am
worrying about getting definite informa-
tion from the M~inister for the purpose
of satisfying hon. members in this House
and the people in the country. It is too
,expensive a luxury altogether; it is cost-
ing us £30,000 a year or more, and the
-country can do with the expenditure of
Ihat money in other directions. Assuming
for a moment that the figures I have
quoted are wrong, I want the 'Minister,
when he replies, to give us the fullest in-
formation, and not shield himself under
the cloak that he is giving information
away to his rivals. If the country em-
barks on undertakings of this kind we
must know the worst, and it is the Mlin-
ister's duty to give the information to the
people. There is a Commission sitting,
making certain inquiries into the running
of the Steamship Department. It was
only intended that they should inquire
into certain transactions that Mr. Holmes
referred to, bnt that is not the kind of
inquiry which should be held. It may
turn out with regard to Mr. Holmes' com-
plaints that he has been barking uip the
wrong tree and the Commission then will,
to a certain extent, have proved itself to
be a white-washing machine. We should
have an inquiry into the whole of the
transactions of the department, but 1
want to say. with regard to the personnel
of the Commission which is sitting now,
-that it was hardly fair that it should be
composed of civil servants, with the ex-

ception of %fr. Frank Nicholas, and to
,expect these men to give a fearless finding

when they arc really sitting in judgment
upon the 'Ministry of the day. A Com-
mission necessary to inquire into the op-
eration of the Shipping Department I
think should be an independent body, un-
fettered by Ministerial control; in fact,
a Commission composed of persons from
outside the Slate would have been better.
That is the kind of Commission which
should have been asked to conduct this in-
quiry. Why were these steamers pur-
chased ? -In the Wiest Australian of the
'26th April there is a report of an inter-
view between Mr. Scaddan and some per-
son iii London-or probably he was ad-
dressing some audience-and he stated-

The object of the steamship ser-
vice is to bring down stock from
the North-West of the State (which
is about the same as bringing it
from Russia to this country) and
it is to break up a small corn-
hine of three or four firms who control
the traffic and who have prevented other
growvers from sending down their stock,
while at the other end they were able to
control the price at which the goods
were sold. With the three large trans-
port steamers owned by the State and
by the establishment of State butchers'
shops and grocers' shops We have been
ablh to reduce very considerably the
price of meat and produce, and when
Ave have control of the complete coastal
.shipping sen'ice we shall be able to go
a great deal further.

We are only at the beginning of a very
bad business. A complete coastal ship-
ping service is the objective of the Gov-
ertinent. It was in order to deal with
the traffic and to break up a combine of
three or four persons who are in control,
and now we find that the Government's
biggest customers arc these very men.

Hon. W. Kingrnnill: They are the only
customers.

Bon. M'. L. M1OSS: Ye , practically the
only customers. It would not he proper
for me to mention the names of the firms;
lbut I know that the three or four firms
the Government were hitting at are the
best customers of the Government and
without thenm there would he practically
nothing for the Government to do.
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Hon. R. G. Ardagh: Why do they
travel by the Government steamers?

Hon. W. Patrick: They are much
cheaper.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Sweating prices.
Hon. MW. L. MOSS: I cannot answer

that question. These big men in the past
were cattle owners and charterers of ves-
sels and they were also retailers, but, with
the operation of the Arbitration Act and
the hundred and one regulations made to
prevent them doing this thing and another
thingr with their employees, they came to
the conclusion that it was impossible to
run these retail shops at a profit, and it
is well known that these big firms stopped
running the retail shiops long before the
Government wvent into the business. The
result is that in most of these shops men
who were previously' the managers for the
big people are now the proprietors, and
one has only to consult the Traders'
Gazette to see that in many instances
those former managers are running the
business under bills of sale. The big men
are supplying the cattle as in thle past,
and many of them, instead of chartering
ships, find it nore advantageous to send
their cattle down by the Government
boats. Now, what is happening at the
present time is this: on Tuesday at Fre-
mantle there is a sale of cattle by public
auction, and on Wednesday in the same
place there is a sale of sheep by public
auction, and one of the conditions is that
the purchasers must pay cash in three
days. It is quite a common occurrence
to find the little man bidding at the sales
for his cattle, and the Government nom-
inee competing with him in the same
market. At Frenmantle recently the Gov-
ernment opened one of their State butcher
shops, and it would have been worth some-
thing to me if there had] heen a photo-
grapher close handy during the first few
days the place was open, for I witnessed
Copley's cart unloading carcsses of Punt-
ton and beef and carrying them inside
for sale in the Government butcher shop.
Thus not only are the Government carry-
ing the big man's beef from the North,
but they are going to him for supplies to
sell in their own State shops. On the
other hand the Government are competing

against the little man, who has to pay
cash in three days for his meat, and if
the little man cannot make it pay, the
Government are not going to make it pay
in the way they run these husinesses.
The result will be that the little man may
go to the wall, and there will he a
repetition in the State butcher shops of
exactly what has taken place in regard
to the running of the State steamers. No
wonder there are proposals to increase
the income tax in this country! Who are
benefiting by' the establishment of State
butcher shops? A certain section of the
public who are living in the vicinity of
the shops and who choose to go to them
and carry home their own meat will get
a certain amount of benefit, but until
within the last few days when shops have
been established at Pre mantle and Suhiaco
tlhere was no State butcher shop outside
of Perth ;and is it fair that a small sec-
tion of people should get their meat at
a fair price when the whole State has to,
pay the loss that arises throughb the run-
ning of these establishments? The Gov-
ernment must intend in the end to run
these shops in every settlement through-
out the country, and it is necessary that
a strone protest should be made; we can
do nothing else. This business will not
end at butchers' shops; grocers' shops are-
coming, and in the end we will all be,
down to the one level of Government
servants drawing wages.

Hon.R. G. Ardazh :True socialism.

Hon. -M. L. MOSS :Yes. true social-
ism. The steamers are making a loss.
The buitchers shops may result in a lossi
-we havye not had the figures yet-and'
up to date we are herefittine only' a few
people in the populous centres of Perth
and Fremantle. I dlo not wish to suggest
that the Government started the shops in
these biz centres because there are more
voters there, but it certainly looks as if'
that was the case. T think the Govern-
ment have recognised by this tlime that
it is not such an easy matter to suppiy
the metropolitan market with butcher's
meat all the year round. They have pro-
bably found out by this time that the
large supplies are situated at one end
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of the State and the large demand
is at the other end. They have probably
found out that there is no holding ground
for the stock at this end, and that they
have to sell their stock immediately it is
brought down. What I am about to relate
has arisen repeatedly and it will go on.
When the "Kwvinana"l came on the coast
to carry stock she replaced another boat,
the "Junee," belonging to the Adelaide
tine. The Junee cardied about 600 head of
cattle and the ''Kwinana'' from 800 to
850. Now I lie market down here is of a
very limited character. I believe that
at North Fremantle to-day meat fetchod
an enormous price because there hap-
pened to be very little on the market, but,
the ' 'Kwinuaa' will be in presently with
800 bullocks, and this is what will hap-
pen :There will be a certain number of
cattle on the "1Kwinana"l belongingr to
the small man whom the Government are
anxious to protect, and the result is that
since that -;tenmer has been carrying
cattle on the coast the little men are get-
ting much smaller prices for their stock
than when they were in the hands of the
three or four large firms.

Hon. E. MeLarty :Some of them get
nothing at all.

Hoin. K L. MOSS :I have it on no
less an authority than Mr. MeLarty thait
some of these small men get nothing ait
all for their stock. Very well, then.

Hon. R, G. Ardagh: That is as much
as they had before.

Hon. LI. L. MOSS :No, the hon. meam-
ber does not know what he is talking
about. I want to point out somethingc
else to show how these shops are being
run. In order to cheapen the price of
meat the ''Kwinana" was sent to New
Zealand with a load of jarrab, with the
result that she came into the Kimberloy
season this year six weeks late, and in
consequence the market -was bare of stock
and the cattle went uip to £C23 per head
instead of £12. Many head sold as highi
as £20, and some of them during the ab-
sence of the ''Kwinana"l fetched £2.
In due couirse the "Kwinana" returned
to the coast and brought down in one
shipment 85O bead of cattle, with the re-

suit that prices dropped from the aIbnor-
mat sum of £23 to practically a nominal
price. While the ship was away she was
doeked, and one would have thought that
having done that trip to New Zealand
and having been docked in the Eastern
States at great cost to the State she
would have been fit to do her work, but
when she reached Fremantle her boilers
were in such a wretched condition that
it took ten days to put her riglbt bcfore
she went to Derby. Then insteard of
bringing down fat cattle for the market
she brought "stores" for Yandanooka
which the Government bought from Era-
anuel Brothers and Phillips. In conse-
quence the market was again short of
cattle, up went the price of meat, andI
the small retailer had once more to pay
famine prices. Hon. members can under-
stand who is paying the loss on the cewap
meat that the Government retail to the
public uinder these conditions. If a pri-
vate company is running a ship she dis-
charges her stock, and is off again the
next day. There is no such thing as the
vessel being left 10 days at Fremantle be-
fore going off on her work, but the
"Kwinana"l lost ten days at Fremantle,
she was six weceks onl the New Zealand
trip, and was eight weeks late for thle
Kinmberley season. I will tell hfe Hfouse
later on what that means. Then in,
the Government purchased three or four
thousand bullocks from the Bovril Com-
pany. It is necessary when one wauts to
lift cattle from the Northern Treiritorv
that they shall be lifted before Novem-
ber-, because they cannot be moved when
the sinimur rains have set, in. The Glo -
erment steamers lifted 150 of these-
cattle and loaded them on to the "Kwin-

aa"but when they were on the vessel
a Government Stock Inspector pro-
nounced them to be suffering from pleuro
and would not allow them to be taken
tiway, and they had to be disembarked.
They had been allowed on to the boat
wiLhi clean cattle, and bad that occurred
on a vessel owned by a private company,
under the Stock Diseases Act the whole
of the cattle and the ship would have
been declared infected and placed under
restriction, but this being a Government
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steamer the cattle suffering from pleuro
were just taken off again. Now with re-
gard to the "Western Australia," per-
haps the Colonia~l Secretary will contra-
dict me if I am wrong in any of the fol-
lowing facts: This boat was fitted in the
old country to carry cattle. Her fittings
were constructed of soft wood, and I un-
derstand were condemned by Captain
Rogers, the master of the ship, from time
to time. The sanitary fittings of the ship
are almost useless. A large number of men
approximating 80, were employed on the
ship doing necessary alterations and re-
pairs, yet the Colonial Secretary last
session stated that the amount spent on
the vessel from the time of her arrival
in Western AInstraliau waters to the
time alt which he spoke was only £20.
Will the iMinister give a fair account of
the expenditure on that ship from the
time of her arrival in Western Austra-
lian waters to the present times This
was a ship which was lying in Copen-
hagen for two years before she was pur-
chased by this Government, and it clearly
indicates that she was a commercial fail-
ure w-hen she was idle at Copenhagen for
two years at a time when tonnage was in
greater demand than it had ever been
previously. It will be necessary very
shortly to send the "'Western Auistra-
lia" to the Eastern States for docking,
and it will be interesting to know what
the docking will cost. and how much has
been spent on her from the time she came
here. The Speech indicates that we
are to expect a Bill for the re-
form of the Legislative Council. We
know perfectly well what is the ob-
jective of the Labour Party in that
direction. Upon many platforms it
has been stated from time to time
that the franchise of the Upper
House is to be reduced, with a view to
the ultimate abolition of this Chamber.
This Council has been accused of being
a barrier against reform. Most unfair
attacks have been, made upon it, and they
were continued with ereat vehemence
dfuring- the recent referenda campaign.
I have in the past recited in this House
and elsewvhere many of the proposals for
reforms which were submitted to Parlia-

ment from time to time, and wvhich this
House has cheerfully given its assent to.
Those people who are so ready to attack
this Chamnber always keep in the back
ground the great strides the State has
made in social reform, and the many bun-
portent progzressive measures that have
been passed, many of them actually
origiating in this Chamber, and none ot
them capable of reaching the Statute
Book if this House bad not given its con-
currence.

Hon. WV. Kingsmtill: One gentleman
said this Douse had been forced to do so.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: As a very old mem-
ber of the Chamber I am inclined to think
that there are enough members in this
House who have fairly strong opinions
of their own not to bc forced to do any-
thing other than they believe to be in
the best interests of the country. When
wve look at such measures as Industrial
Arbitration, the Workers' Compensation
Act, Employers' Liability Act, the Act
that legalises trades unions, and enables
provident societies to be started; the
Electoral Act in this State has been
amended ond altered from time to time
to suit the altered requirements of the
country; there has been a redistribution
of seats as the requirements of the coun-
try demanded, there has been payment of
members and increased pay' ment of mem-
bers when asked for, laws giving exemp-
tions in rent distress, the imposition of
dividend duties at a time when there was
no income tax imposed in this country,
and when an income tax did come along
it was imposed first with considerable ex-
emptions, and afterwards it came along
imposing exemptions, and a very heavy,
crushing, sliding scale and as the incomes
increased in amount so did the tax; there
have been early closing laws passed, and
Factories Acts, Acts regulating the mining
industry and when the constitution
under which the Legislative Council exists
was given to uts it was a nominee chamber,
and it has become elective, the franchise
has been reduced more than once, laws
providing for the proper accommodation
for shearers, the Workers' Homes Act
and the Truck Act, and the Act providing
for a lien for workmen's wages, and a
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host of other measures that can be men-
tioned, is it a fair thing to state on public
platform after public platform that this
House is a barrier to reformn? What are
some of the things that this House has
so strenuously opposed? We opposed
the Esperance Railway.

Hon. J. Cornell: I hope you wvill not
Oppose it again.

Hon. Ml. L. M1OSS: We opposed the
Esperanee Railwvay because I presume we
considered it in the best interests of the
country to prevent a wicked waste of
money in connection with a work which
was not required. We opposed last ses-
sion an Amended Income Tax Assessment
Act which contained in it highly confisca-
tory clauses, and clauses which were uin-
fair in the extreme, a Bill which was in-
tended to make taxation retrospective
against companies wvhen there was no in-
come tax against private individuals. It
would he out of place for mue to refer to
many scandalous prov'isions in the mnea-
sure. I made a speech last session in sup-
port of throwing out the Income Tax Bill
and I notice that we have an Incomie Tax
Bill foreshadowed in the Governor's
Speech, and if it is to be a repetition of
the measure which wvas before us last
session I shall use my influence, as no
doubt other members wiUl use their in-
fluence. to prevent the Hill finding its way
upon the statute-hook of this State. We
prevented the establishment of a Public
Works Committee which wvould enable the
'Ministry to appoint three or four more
Cabinet Ministe,s and which would have
added very mu~ch to the cost of adminis-
tering the affairs of the country, and
which would have been absolutely of no
vse. We opposed a Mines Regulation Bill,
and I believe no one is more thankful, if
they' gave a candid opinion, than the memi-
hers of the present Government them-
selv-es that the Bill was thrown out. I1
would have made it almost impossible to
carry on the mining industry. Through
an unfortunate disagreement between the
two Houses the Irrigation Bill did not
find its way upon the statnte-book. hut
that is not the way which the matter has
been put by Ministers when speaking
throughout the country. One 'Minister
said that through the Legislative Council

they had to stop certain works in con-
nection with irrigation in the South-West.
I am sincerely anxious, and I am sure
a majority of members; of this House is
sincerely anxious, that this Bill shall find
its wray upon the statute-hook. I hope
that we shall be able to come to ternms with
another place. 1 shall he wvilling to con-
cede a good deal in order that this im-
portant question shall ')e dealt with this
session. It is a wrong thing in a country
like this where water is such a valuable
asset that the common law in regard to
the righits of water should continue to pre-
vail. The riparian owners on the streams
have certain rights, but it is obvious that
many millions of gallons of water are
going to waste every year, and the common
law in regard to the rights of water
remains intact. I hope that wve shall
he able to place on the statute-book
a law which will enable a board or
somebody to deal with the matter in a
proper manner. It is a serious matter.
When we look at the figures we find that
to-day we are still sending out of the
country £3912,470 per annuml for bacon,
hams, tongues, butter, cheese, eggs, anut
tinned milk, and in -wheat, flour, oats, oat-
meal, malt, bran and pollard, potatoes
and onions £277,900. In round figures
a million of money is going out of the
countrY, which if half That is said about
the South-West is true "lie whole of these
products can be grown, and a great deal
more if the water is conserved and used
in a proper way. I hope the House wvill
see that it is an important thing to con-,
cede something with regard to this Irri-
gation Hill. It will not do for this Chain-
her to demand too much and it will not
(10 for another place also to stand too
much on its dignity. There nmust be a
reasonable effort made on both sides to
puit this Bill on the statute-book, and I
promise~ the Government that 1 will do
alt I can to get The Bill brought into law.
Anionz the measures projected is a new
Electoral Bill. I shall say nothing about
it until I see what the nature of the mea-
sure i.a. We are promi3ed a Redistribu-
tion of Seats Bill. This Government be-
fore it became a Government, when it
went to the electors complained of the
measure passed by the last Parliament,
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and part of the election pledges was that
if returned to pow,,er the Government
would introduce a Redistribution of Seats
Bill, and one of the promises made was
that the member for North Fremantle
should be given his seat again in the
Legislative Assembly.

Ron. W, Ringsmill: To revert to the
-old state of affairs.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: I do not know if
-we can do that the way in which the popu-
lation shifts about in this country. I
should be glad if North Fremaintle could
get its member. I stated in the West
Province that the people only wvanted
just what they are entitled to, andi I would
do what I could to assist them. They
do not want more and they sh-culd not
receive less. It will be a difilcult matter
to give North Fremantle its member back
again. If the district is to he bounded
as it was prior to the Redistributioni of
Seats Act coming into force it will be
necessary to take the district a long way
into Cottesloc, Cottesloe Beach, and per-
haps as far as Claremont. Still there will
be a great disparity, between numbers in
the electorates. The West Provi ne con-
tains according to the monthly Statistical
abstract 4,126 voters andi the M.Netropoli-
tan-Suburban Province 12,000 voters and
the Metropolitan Province 8,000 voters,
and while, of course, this representation
cannot be entirely viewed from the stand-
point of a population basis-

Hlon. J. Cornell: Do you believe in one
man one value?

Hon. M. L. MOSS: I do not intend
to answer that question now, but we can
consider the matter when the Bill comes
-along. I point out to the Govern-
ment the difficulty of carrying out
their election pledges given before they
became a Ministry. Then wre have
the Initiative and Referendum. We have
bad numbers of examples of important
public questions being submitted to the
people, and the people never understand-
ing them. I state that 5 per cent. of the
people of Western Australia did not un-
derstand the Federal Constitution when
they voted on the question of joining fed-
eration. No one contemplated the wide
p~owers, that the measure contained and

not 5 per cent. understood the extent of
the questions submitted to thema during
the recent Federal elections. In my
judgment it is a bad thing indeed to suib-
mit to the people questions which are
decided, not on the relative merits of the
arguments adduced one way or the other,
but according to the principles advocated
by political parties. The right place for
thiese questions to he discussed is in this
Chamber, and in another place. After
members have been before their con stitu-
ents and have expressed their opinions
you get the consideration of the measures
which have been brought before the elec-
tors, and we have members' opinions sub-
ject to opinions expressed in the Press,
and we have cool argument on both sides,
and in that way the law should be decided
and should not be submitted to the peo-
ple. It is not unfair to say that when
these difficult questions are submitted the
people do not understand them.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: The hon. mem-
her distrusts the people then.

Hon. 'K. L. MXOSS:- I do not distrust
the people; I say the questions are so
difficult that a majority of the people do
not understand them.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Then you do dis-
trust the people.

Horn Al. L. MOSS: Yes, I distrust
their j"udgment. Will the member say
that th people, or anything like a ma-
jority of the people, understood the Fed-
eral Constitution Act in all its bearings
when they voted upon it. They knew
that they were voting on certain large
national questions, but, tell me, taking
the Braddon Section, for instance as an
illustration of what I am talking about,
,will you tell ime the people thoroughly
understood, throughout Australia, that
after ten years the Federal Parliament
could decide how much Of the revenue

shudbe given to the States, and that if
it wished the Federal Government could
deprive the States of all of the revenue.
Of course a large number of the people
did understand this point, bat that is
probably one of the questions easily un-
derstood. But the far-reaching nature
of the questions which were recently sub-
mitted to the people, it is quite obvious to
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me from a discussion with hundreds of
members of the public that they did not
understand them, and that they obviously
voted on party lines. That is very unde-
sirable in my opinion. In 1911 Parlia-
ment passed the present Licensing Act.
This question of the control of liquor is
a difficult question for any community to
commence to deal with, but the Licensing
Act of 1911 was considered a fair and
legitimate compromise on the question.
There was to he a postponement for a
certain number of years of the question
of no-license. There was to be, when
that question of no-licence was voted on,
a three-fifths majority in favour of total
abolition. 'We are told now when only
two years of the period has elapsed that
this question is to be put into the melting
pot again, and the proposal is that a
majority of the people shall be entitled
to decide, and presumably to decide at
once, whether the question of no-licence is
to be part of the law of the country. I
think it very unfair indeed after a legis-
lative compromise has been arrived at
that any attempt should be made to deal
with the question at this juncture. I am
sure it must be a matter of great regret
to everybody in the community to find
that, after the trouble that both Houses
of Parliament have taken to put what was
considered to be the best possible measure
dealing with industrial troubles on the
statute-book, that measure has not yet
had an opportunity of having a fair trial
It is a matter of great regret to me that
judges aparently find themselves in the
position they do. Mr. Justice Burnside
has not up to the present been able to
devote any time to the settlement of the
disputes awaiting his consideration and
the large number of breaches of awards
that are alleged to have been made. I
was glad, however, to see in the Daily
Neirs this afternoon that the civil service
appeals are to be abandoned for the time
being so that Mr. Justice Burnside may
be able to go into the country and deal
with these industrial disputes. It is a
fortunate thing, with regard to the pro-
jected trouble on the goldfields, that the
compulsory conference was able to deal
satisfactorily with that matter, and I am

glad that colleagues of mine in this House
were able to do so much to stop the occur-
rence of further trouble on the goldields.
As it w-as claimed that the Government
came back from the country with a strong
mandate from the people to put this Act
on the statute-book, I did iny best, with
others, to make it as workable as pos-
sible, to eliminate objectionable features
from it, an1( to come to a fair compromise
with another place. I think some effort
must he made to deal with these questions
aimd to deal with them rapidly. One of
the worst things that can occur is that
justice should be meted out in a
tardy manner; it should be dealt out
in a speedy manner. I know the Gov-
ernment are alive to the necessity of
these disputes being dealt with, and,
although I do not think it is necessary
to appoint a fifth judge to do it, even
if the appointment of a fifth judge were
necessary, the expenditure would be a
small item in comparison with the dire
results which will occur to this State if
there is any serious industrial upheaval.
I contended for a good many years in
another place and here that the Courts of
Quarter Session should be abolished, as
they have been abolished long ago in
other parts of Australia. At any rate,
whenever a railway taps a district the
judges should go on circuit and thus avert
the expense of bringing the cases to
Perth. If the Bench is insufficient to do
flint and attend to cases under the arbitra-
tion law, the expenditure in reinforcing
it would be a small matter compared with
t he importance of preserving industrial
peace and mneting out justice. I consider
the position in regard to the State Savings
Bank is very serious. The excess of de-
posits over withdrawals for the year
ended 30th June, 1911, was £502,968, or
over half a million; in the year 1912 they
tumbled down to £1P8,000: in 1913 they
tumbled down to £E34,000 excess of de-
posits over withdrawals. Of course we
know wvhere it has gone. The Common-
wealth Savings Bank has evidently got

the difference between £34,000 and some-
thing , in the vicinity' of £700,000,
seeing that our population to-day
is greater than it has been at any
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other period of our history. In October
and November of 19111I begged the Gov'-
erment, when it was apparent that the
Commonwealth Bank was about to be
constituted, to remove the control of the
Savings Bank from the post office, but
nothing was done; the Government tem-
porised with the Federal authorities.
Nothing has been done up to the present
moment. There is a certain amount of
sympathy due to the Government in this
connection because I realise that the post
office is the one institution most suitable
in order to enable this Savings Bank
business to be transacted in the country.
I realise the difficulties of changing the
channel from the post office to some
State institution, but an effort should have
beeni made to preserve to this country the
Savings of the people. This money is
borrowed by the Government at three per
cent. The Government are paying on the
market more than four per cent. It stands
to reason that if in 21 months the excess
of deposits over withdrawals has gone
down from half a million to £34,000 a
year, that presently, instead of there being
an excess of deposits over withdrawals
there will be a large excess of withdrawals
over deposits. No Government can afford
to look on with equanimity when the
money in the Savings Bank is required
for the purposes of the Agricultural Bank
for financing municipal corporations. and
for use in various other ways *ell known
to hon. members; and when we know that
on the 30th June there was £4,431,282
at the credit of depositors in this bank,
all of which available money is -wanted
in the development of this country, the
Government cannot afford to look on and
let this money slip away. The new Fed-
eral Ministry, are not certain that they
can dleal withi this as a matter of adminis-
tration. The position of the Governor
of the Commonwealth Bank is that he can
practically defy the Government unless
Federal legislation can he brought in to
alter the position-and we know what
the position of the Federal Government
is without a majority in the Senate.
There is still time for the State Govern-
ment to consider this matter and deal with
it. I hope that Ministers have not lost

sight of it? I asked certain questions to-
day as to whether the Government were
perfectly satisfied concerning the safet *y
of the bridges at Freman tle for railway
traffic. The last thing I want to do is to
cre2ak undue alarm in the coulmunityv, buLt
it seems that the time has now arrived
to call out before some dreadful calamity
takes place. It is, of course, obvious that
there must be a large increase in the ac-
commodation for shipping at Fremantle.
Ships are getting larger and mnore nuiner-
ous and with the openuing up of our back
country the export and import trade at
Fremnantle is going to increase by leaps
and bounds. It becomes a matter of great
importance that the Government should
he somewhat in advance of public re-
quircinents and decide what is to he done
in order to meet the diffeulty when it
arises. I believe it is a source of great
satisfaction to know that the mining in-
dustrv has revived to a certain extent. I
have always realised that the mining
industry has been the greatest factor in
the progress of this country and no money
asked for will he grudged for an industry
that means so much to the prosperity of
the country. If another good field were
opened, -what a flue era of prosperity
woul d be in store f or 'West ern Aust rvI'ia
1 h ope the Government Will relax no effort
to make a discovery as it would bring
people here in tens of thousands. I am
glad to see there has been no attempt to
stay the policy of the Government's pre-
decessors in regard to immicrration. I
believe it is the most important thing that
can be done for this coiintn-. A handful
of people is a great menace to Western
Australia; it is a menace to Australia
and a menace to the Empire that at huge
territory ilke this shouild he peopled so
sparsely, and a great effort mnust be made
to bring white popnlalion to this country,
British people if possible hut other white
people if you cannot get them British.
T know the Agent General, Sir Newton
Moore, does his utmost to promote suit-
able immigration, and I consider the Gov-
erment have done wisely in renewing
his appointment to a position in which
he has done so well. If the Government
keep on with their policy of iinmigratiofi
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there need not be much alarm in regard
to the expenditure that has taken place
in public works. I always contend that
immigration and public works should go
band in hand. Our one weak spot to-day
is the per capita debt on the people of
this State. We should do our best to
reduce that as by reducing it we are able
to go on the market and borrow to much
greater advantage than when the popula-
tion of this country is much smaller than
it ought to be. We should continue the
policy of immigration and public works,
and the policy of finding more mineral
wealth in this country, so as to induce
foreign capital to come to it. I am
against the Government doing everything.
I objected to the purchase of the Perth
trains because I did not want to see half
a million of foreign capital replaced by
half a million of debt, and I believe that
if the words of wisdom uttered by MAr.
Colebatch had been listened to, the Bill
for the purchase would have been rejected,
and it would have been better if it had.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Not foreign capital,
British capital.

Hon. Al. L. MOSS: Well, capital cm-
ployed in the State. Notwithstanl; Ing all
the socialistic enterprises of the Govern-
menrt, and there have been great losses in
connection with them, this is a&good coun-
try. It is a country that probably can
stand all these reverses. I have enough
confidence in it to believe that no matter
Nvhat Government is in power, Western
Australia must go on along the reuad to
prosperity. It is a country of great
mineral resources, great agricultural pos-
sibilities and great timber wealth. It is
a country which, if population is brought
to it, the result cannot be in doubt. I
hope the Government will go on without
relaxing in this policy of immigration
and, if they do that, notwithstanding the
mistakes they may make in other direc-
tions, that part of their policy will be
fraught with good results.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. J. F. CULLETJN (South-East) :
Mr. Moss seemed inclined to deprecate the

silence of the Government over the defeat
of the referenda. Now, had the Govern-
ment been in power two years ago, there
is no doubt they would have warmly con-
gratulated the coun try on its escape from
the invasion of State rights. That was
the individual view of most of the pre-
sent Ministers two years ago; and they
might have gone further and congratu-
lated the country on the stoppage of the
extravagant regime from which it has
suffered for three years. I wean the Com-
monwealth as a whole. B~ut, as M.~r. Mloss
wvent on to explain, there is a very strong
reason why Ministers should take a dif-
ferent attitude to-day. Congress has de-
termined that the referenda would form
a very direct short cut towards unification
and the getting rid of what is regarded
as conservative safeg-uards in the State
constitutions. There is no doubt that the
members of the present Government have
accepted that attitude to-day. Well, I am
not so much troubled about their non-ref-
erence to the referenda, but I cannot, for
the life of me, understand why the chief
burden of their song of 1.9 months ago
has not hadl a single mention in the Gov-
ern or's Speech, not a word about cheap.
cuing meat; not a word, I suppose, -be-
cause the fact is that meat is dearer than
ever. And not a word about the steamers
because, I suppose, the leader of the
Rouse, at all events, knows that the
steamers are almost on the rocks to-day.
I can understand that no one would more
gladly see the fiasco ended, if it could he
withdrawn from with any face at all, than
the leader of the House. he is in the
middle of the trouble, and no one knows
better than lie the hopelessness of this
ventunre into State socialism. Possibly he
will say presently that he regards it as
delicate to refer to the matter whilst this
precious Commission is sitting; but
surely he must know that is a huge joke.
In so far as the manager's fitness is under
consideration, it is surely a joke to select
for chief judge the man who appointed
hM, and to select for the other judges
men who hare not an atom of acquaint-
ance with steamer management or steam-
ers at all. The thing is such a huge joke
that no responsible Minister could seri-
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ously stand up and say a word in defence
of it. Now, I am not going to detain the
House with this or any other of the Gov-
ernment's socialistic enterprises further
than that I would seriously advise Minis-
ters, while so much statesmen's work
awaits them, to drop these twopenny half-
penny interferences with trade and com-
merce. Let them take this broad view of
it: Is it a fair thing, is it a business-like
proposition for Ministers to use the tax-
payer's money to compete aganst the
personal business of the taxpayers who
find the money?9 Is this a sound attitude
for a Government to pursue? Surely it
is possible to have a monopoly of the sale
of meat or of anything else if some other
sources can be drawn upon than those
of the exploiter. If some other source de-
fines the margin between the cost and the
price fixed meat can be given away oa
those terms. When one comes to think
of it seriously, it is a matter to laugh at.
Ministers of the Crown neglecting their
proper, grave duties to go dabbling in
little butchers' shops selling pounds of
sausages and of tripe. The thing is a
huimiliating farce. I hope the Ministers,
when they are older in office, will discover
that there are far greater serviei s to be
rendered to the country. How can a
Minister do his greater work while he is
bartering with twopenny matters of petty
trade? Amongst other serious omissions
in the Governor's Speech is the absence
of reference to the Government land po-
fie %. Now, this is a fundamental matter.
How is it that "Bath's baby,'' that fu-
tile Land teasing- Bill, found no reference
in the Speech? MWen the Minister for
Lands introduced it, he treated it as the
most revolutionary thing that could be
proposed. It was to revolutionise the
whole land question, But now, not a
word about it. That Bill was ignomini-
ously- thrown out by this House, and the
Government sit down and say not a word
about it. I submit that a responsible Gov-
ernment ought to have something to say
albout this rejection of what was the main
pkhkl of their policy when they last met
Parliament. If they are going to accept
it is as final, then I say they should have
announced their withdrawal from their

enforcement of leasehold with regard to
town properties. The two things, surely,
hang together. If the Government aceepL.
this House's rejection of the Land Leas-
ing Bill, applicable to rural lands, cer-
tainly the Government should withdraw
their high-handed action in refusing any
further sales of town lands. I submit
it is not only high-handed, but illegal.
The Government have power to lease
lands in townis, certainly, and those who
want leases should get them. But the law
gives no power to shut down on the sale
of town lots, and any regulation that
may have been put through without
being noticed by members of this
House, is ultra vires. They have no
power to refuse sales of town lands. If
any wouldt-be pureha 6cr to-morrow chose
to fulfil the law and put down a deposit
and ask for a certain allotment to be put
up to auction, he could get a Supreme
Court mandlamus to have it put up. But, of
course, law is a costly thing, and no would-
be buyer is going to that trouble. Towns
are blighted because men -who want free-
holds are waiting and waiting for a change
of administration to give them free-hold.
Numbers of would-be buyers have come
to me for advice, and in each ease I have
said. " Apply for your lease, take up the
land, and there will be no trouble about
getting the conversion of the lease into
free-held later on, when the country come
to its senses.'' I -would like to refer to
a couple of things that the Government
propose to do. There seems to be some
strange obsession of mind in connection
with the Esperance railway. That line
which has been, I think, thrice rejected
in various forms, is to be brought on
again hot foot to please some people. Pos-
sibly it is to please a large section of its
goldfields supporters. At all events, it is
to be brought on. I wanted to hear the
leader of the House on this matter before
speaking, but he is lying low. I think it
wrould have saved time if the leader of the
House had answered Mr. Moss. He would
possibly have satisfied hon. members on
many points, but the Minister is lying
low, and I will have to assume his atti-
tude towards the Esperanee railway.
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Hon. J. AV. Kirwan: Did you not
read his lengthy report which was pub-
lished in the papers?

Hon. J. P. CULLEN: No; I am
sorry to say I did not.

Hlon. M. L. Moss: He was excited
over his picnic.

Hon. R. G. Ardagh: You missed some
valuable information.

Hon. AV. Riingsmill: It was almost a
poem.

Hon. J. F. CULILEN: I asked the
Minister if hie had visited the Phillips
River district to the westward of the Es-
peranee belt of country, and he informed
me that he had not. But one of his
colleagues, 31r. Collier, had visited the
Phillips River district, and has brought
ujp an excellent report on the agricultural
lands in that district, quite apart from its
mining resources,. It is not a breach of
confidence to say that at the opening of
the Ongerup railway on Wednesday last
that M1inister, who is Minister for Rail-
ways, expressed himself in this way: that
so important were these agricultural lands
and so futile seemed to be the attempt to
give them transit to market by way of
Hopetoun, that it was essential a road
should he made to connect Phillips River
with the Great Southern railway. eitlher
at Ongerup or Nyabing. or some other
point, le made this statement publicly,
and I interjected, "Why not a railway 1"
If lion. members know the country they
will appreciate my interjection. The T-.lu
ister immediately replied, "The railwvay
will follow the road." I followed himu
and I expressed a view that I had put
forward several times before, that the
real solution of the Esperance lands prob-
lem will be by an east and west railway,
and not by a railway north and south.

Hon. J. AV. Kirwan: What will be
the port of the district-Bunbury or Bus.
selton ?

Hon. M. L. Mloss: Not Kalgoorlie.
Hon. J. F. CU'LLEN: The Esperanco

land., comprise a long strip estimated at
100 miles in length, but very narrow.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Who made the
estimate?

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: The strip is
only about 30 miles in width. That is

on the line running north and south, such
a line as is proposed for the Esperance
railway. That line would run across
the Esperance belt and only meet an area
of, say, 15 miles on each side of this 30-
mile Line. ily proposed solution, and
I impress it on Ministers most conscien-
tiously, is this: before they go further
they should investigate this view of the
question, whether it would not be better
to run a line from the eastward end of
the Fsperance belt right through the
middle of the belt giving access to the
whole of the belt, no part of which would
be more than 15 miles from the railway.
right through to the westward end, anit
through the Phillips River area, which is
really' a 2ontinuation of the same belt
with more or less sandplain between, but
it is the same belt of good country, onily'
withi immeasurably better conditions for
the farmer.

Hon. l. WV. Kirwan: What port will
von have?

Hon. J1. F. CULLEN: I am coming
to that it the hon. member will listen for
a moment. I would continue on throuc-h
the Phillips River lands, and connect
with the Great Southern line either at
Albany, by traversing the coastal coun-
try as near as the conformation of that
country will admit, direct to Albany, or
by taking the Short cut Of necessary Pon.
struction to Ongrap or to Nyabing. Thp
(distance from Phillips River to Ongerup.
or Nyahing would not be more thtan SO
miles, and the greater p~art of it would be
through good country. There would be a
couple of strips of sandplain but the
greater part wvould be good country, andi
with sufficient rainfall for agricultural
purposes. If the Government persist in
bringing on their new Bill for the Esper-
ance railway, and if it arrives at this
House I shall ask hion. members to insist
on an investigation of this aspect of the
question before coming to a decision on
the matter. I have looked at the Govern-
ment's proposals further than this Es-
perance railway in the way of railway
construction, and I am sorry to say they
are far from adequate. Why, in the pro-
vince which I have the honour to repre-
sent, or to help to represent, there are
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openings to-day for half a dozen rail-
ways, which would -open up splen-
did country. There is the extension of
the Katanning-Nyabing railway, which
the Government have already made a
survey for, and which I have no doubt
they will carry ouit. There is the pro-
Posed exteusion of the Tambellup to On-
gerup railway through Needliup in the
direction I have spoken of. One of the
best stamp of farmers we have in the
country attended the railway opening at
Ongerup on Wednesday last. He was
formerly an old English land holder,
a South African farmer, and is now
farming at Needliuip, 20 miles a-way
from railway communication. His sans
are public school boys, his wife and
daughter are Oxford graduates, and
they are away out in the middle
of the bush, the finest stamps of settler
the country could have, happy and con-
tented, asking only for this extension of
the railway. This authority, who is re-
liable, says that around his holding there
are 300,000 acres of good cultivable land.
No further argument is needled for the
20 or 25 miles. of railway extension from
Ongerup to open uip such a belt of coun-
try. This is 'No. 2 propiosal. Then there
is the long-talked-nt line from Mount
Barker to Bridgetown. That line must
be constructed, and the sooner the better.
The Advisory Board recommended that
the line be carried on as early as possible,
for about 20 miles. Then there is the
proposal reom-mended by the Advisory
Board for an extension fromn Tenterden
westward and a better proposal for a
line westward from Tambellup. All these
lines would open up splendid areas
of country, and soon become pay-
able propositions. But of far greater
importance is the line regarding which
the Governor's Speech is entirely
silent, namely, the connection of Albany
through Denmark with the South-West-
ern railway system. This has been pro-
jected for many, many years. The line
would -run its whole length through rich
country, and it would open up magnifi-
tent belts of timber. Why do the Gov-
ernment pass over that line, and rush this
Esperance proposall Is it that the 'Min-

isters are not well acquainted with the
South-West? It cannot be. Their respon-
sible servants are always telling them
about the immense latent wealth in the
south-west, and yet there is not a word
about the South-West, and not a word
about the Albany harbour improvements
to open the way for the export of the
products of the south-west and the Great
Southern districts, for -which Albany is
the natural port-not a word about it.

Hon. J. IV. Kirwan: What do you
wean about rushing the Esperance pro-
posall It has been before the country
for 16 years, and was surveyed ten years
ago.

Hon. J. F. CULtLEN: The hon. mem-
ber will no doubt champion the Esperance
railway himself.

Hon. J. IV, Kirwan: I did not correct
the hon. member when at Norseman
though.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: The hion. mem-
ber is hardly accurate. I orgzanised the
league which secured the Coolgardie to
Norsemnan railway, but, if the Flousa will
allow mne to ad~d, I was very carefuld to
warn the Esperance people to lie low or
they would have damned our railway.
They wanted to join our league and at-
tend on deputations and I said, "NXot on
your life; lie lo-w." I did tight hard for
the railway to Norseman, and that is all
I can say. For a long tune past early
dates have bean fixed for the completion
of plans for the Albany harbour improve-
ments, but the plans have not seen the
light sis yet as far as Albany knows. Will
Ministers in this House Make a. note of
this, and urge the Government to push on
with the Albany harbour improvementsl
I am not fighting for Albany as against
Fremantle-that -would be childish and
futile--but I am fighting for Albany as
the port for the Great Southern and
South-Western part of this country. It
is the natural port, and it is the finest
natural port the West can boast of, and
with moderate expenditure it can be made
a great source of wealth to the whole
country. I urge the 'Ministers to see to
it that the necessary works are not much
longer delayed. I want to speak particu-
larly of the need for dealing in a friendly
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way and in a sympathetic way, with the
people who are already in the southern.
part of this Slate. 'My colleague. Hlon.
C. McKenzie, is more familiar with the
details of the claims of the people than
I am, bitt still for years before I entered
this House I did what I could to champion
the cauise of Denmark and the country
lying between Denmark and Albany. It
is splendid country, hit I want the
M1inisters to realise thant to-day a large
number of splendid settlers there are up
against an almost hopeless proposition.
I want the Ministers to realise this. So
dire is tile need at the present time that
the Agricultural Department oflicials have
been encoural-ing the pcople to form a
dairying scheme and to start dairying.
Most of them have lost the whole of their
potato crop, the whole of their revenue for
the year. and the officials of the Agi ricul-
tural Department have encouragred themn
to go in for a dairying- scheme, and in
the early stages they really placd what
looked like a good scheme before them.
Personally I do not believe in Government
cows a bit. I do not believe it. going to
the Government andi asking them to buy
cows for a mant. A practical dairyvman
would do it ten limes as well as a Gov-
erment official. The Government official
will generally get all the cull-, aid dead-
beats palmed off on him, but not so the
practical dairyman. The people entered
into this scheme with the Government
officials, and all well until, like a thunder-
bolt, when the settlers were looking for
the cows, the deportment wrote that only
the settlers; on the Denmark concession
could get the cows. They are only a
few of the people who were mnoving in
this dairying scheme, and fuirthiermore
every applicant must slart off with five
cows. The Government official does,
not believe in the Scotch idea of one
cow; it is to he five cows or none.
And now the whole scheme is thrown
into confusion. I want the Minister
to see his colleague at the heed of
that department and ask him to get his
officials to work and not let this rchernc
be given up. If a man wants one cow.
let himn have it. so long as lie can enter
into a bond to pay for it as hie is pre-
paredi ho do. Denmark is a I* scheme

for which this Government is not in any
way to blame. The Governments be-
fore this are to blame, and to-day nearly
all the settlers on the Denmuark concession
are up against a hopeless proposition-
They cani never win through. I speak
from an intimate knowledge of tlhe mnatter.
At first the Goverament gave double the
value for the land, the railway and the
tumble-down houses; then, instead of
throwving the land open to p~eople who-
understood it, they sent down a number
of unemployed, Wasted piles of mioney
on them and added it to the prtice of the
laud. They said, "We have spent so,
many thousands of pounds on the land,
therefore the land must lie so many thou-
sands 'of p)ounds better and iva will add
that value to the price." 'Men who were
fit to tackle that country would not look
at it. To-day nearly all who are therer
are in a hopelesis state. M.%en who boughlt
houses there expected to live on the set-
tlers, but there are very few settlers to
live on. and they cannot pay for the

houes heybouht The purchasers. of
suburban areas cannot utilise them be-
cause there is no local market . As for the
settlers, the prices they contracted to pay
are utterly ridiculous; running up for
partly cleared Irud to £14 an acre. Ridi-
culous, utterly ridiculous! When the
Government agent quoted this to me, I
said, "Excuse me, you mean shilling-s."
"No,"' he said, "pouinds." It is obliga-
tory on the Government to revise the con-
tracts of these settlers. There is a grand
future for the son thern end of this coun-
try, but uip to this the Government has
not properly or effectively dealt with it.
I am sure Ministers will admit that I have
not spoken in any wrong vein or offered
unfair criticism. It is really a stecondary
consideration to this House what party
may be in power. This is a non-party
House. I insist on that and I shall always
take that attitude. All that this House
demands is that the affairs of the country
shall be administered wisely, economically,
and souindly. I want, in conclusion, to-
urge upon Ministers to drop little waste-
ful excursions into State socialism, They
are only wasting time. Ministers should'
address themselves to the -reat matters
on which the life of the country dependsL
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Win population of the right kind. It
really will not cost too much whatever
concessions are made in the way of pas-
sage money. WVin population as rapidly
as you can; open up the lands both by
making it possible for industrious settlers
to acquire them, and give these people
access to markets.

Ron. J. W. Kirwan: Except Esper-
ance.

Ron. J. F. CTUEN: Go on with the
education of the people. You cannot err
too much in the way of generosity to the
people whose children need schooling. I
wish the Minister for Education were
here because I want to say to him that
the process of granting schools is too
slow. correspondence is drawn out for
months between the demand for and the
granting of the services of a teacher. That
ought not to be. Wherever there are eight
or ten children it will pay the country
to put up a school, especially where that
eight or ten are settled on an area that is
sufficiently promising to support a town
in the future. Never be afraid to open a
school in a new settlement. Half a dozen
places in my province that I have visited
lately have had the experience of having
to put up with months, and in some cases
years of correspondence. Some little de-
tail has been overlooked or some condi-
tion of little importance has nhbt been car-
ried out to the letter and the school has
-been (lelayed and the boys and girls have
grown to such a size that they are
ashamed to go to school. I desire to say
that I for one have no intention of taking
part in any factious opposition to the ad-
-ministration of ihe Government. To all
their proposals which to me seem to be
workable I -hall give my utmost support
from my placee in this House.

Hon. E. MV. CLARKE moved-
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion negatived.
Hon, E. 'I. CLARKE (South-West):-

I regret that the House did not agree to
my motion for the adjournment of the
debate. I have a good deal to say, not
-altogether on the Governor's Speech, but
on many things which are exercising the
minds of the public at the present time.
-, for one.. look upon it that we are in

for a very strenuous -time. Things are
not going quite to my liking, and I am
sorry to say that my own fears in regard
to land settlement have to some extent been
realised; that is, I think that people have
been sent out too far into the Eastern
belt. I think that the Government have
gone too far in their neglect of many big-
questions. The Government should exer-
cise caution in everything that they
do, because the immediate outlook
does not appear too bright. I do
not like to take a dark view of
things, because whatever difficulties the
State may experience, they will exist, I
am confident, for only a few years. The
resources of the country are so great that
with a short period of good management
T am certain we shall be booming again.
At the same time, we need to exercise
great caution, and it is on one or two mat-
ters in regard to which that caution should
be displayed that I wish to speak. 'My
friend, Mr. Cullen, has talked about open-
ing up fresh country in the south-western
corner of the State. I am with himi in
that respect. There is a lot of alttentionl
being paid to the Eastern wheat belt even
into -what I consider the dangerous zone,
but we cannot retreat now, and all those
people -who have been induced to go far
away into that almost waterless country, 1
consider should he given railway facilities.
Faith should be kept with them as far as
possible, but while the Government are
doing that they should also bear in mind
that there are other parts of the State
which require attention. Some might
think that I am going to barrack for
Banbury as Mr. Cullen barracked for Al-
bany, but I shall set myself right straight
away by saying that my policy is that
every port in the State should receive its
due. That is to say, I believe the cost of
production has got to such a pitch at the
present time that the cost of transit from
any one place beyond the nearest port is
such that there can be nothing but loss to
the producer. 'My object is that in every
instance we should see that produicts, are
carried by rail to the nearest available
port, I care not whether the port be Fre-
mantle or Bunbury.

Hon. J1. W. Kirwan. Or Esperance.
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Hon. E. Af. CLARKE: We will deal
with that question later oni.

Hon. J, W. Kirwvan: Esperanee is, not
to get the trade that belongs to it, but
other ports must.

Hon. E. M. CLARKE: Anyway, my
idea is that the Government hare gone
rather too far in their neglect of these
things. We should establish good settlers
on the land, These are the people who
have kept the State going, and the result
of their work will last for all time. Whlat
I want to say, and I do not say it in a.
cavilling spirit, is that money would have
been far better spent in opening up new
places than in trying some of the doubt-
ful ventures the Government have gone
into- But I am not going to find fault
with what the Government have done in
that direction. We wvilt take the port
which I hare the pleasure to represent
at the present time. It is an admnitted
fact that that particular port sends away
more tonnage than any other port in the
State, and in that respect, I think it
stands fourth or fifth in the Common-
wealth. I say unblushingly that I often
wonder whether there is anything that
place has had that has not been fully jus-
tified- 1. cannot think of any single thing,
unless it is that bit of a railway which
has been constructed from Bunhury to the
racecourse. When wve consider the volume
of shipping that there is to that place
we must admit that the time has comae for
the Government to do something not
only for the benefit of Buabury,
but the benefit of the State generally.
I will give one instance. A few steamers
are calling in there at the present time
for a bit of coal, hut I want to say right
here that there are thousands of tons of
coal that should be supplied from Bun-
bury, if that port had its due, viz., suffi-
cient depth of water. I say, on the best
of authority, that there are large steamers
going by Bunbury, whereas if there were
a sufficient depth of water they would call
in there and get fuel for their bunkers
instead of going somewhere else. There-
fore, I contend in that respect we are
losing a lot of trade, not only to the port
of Bunbury, but to the State at large.
There is another matter that has been

particularly before the Government very
frequently, and that is in regard to a. rail-
way in another much neg-lected corner of
the State. Members have seen in the
lobby an instance of what can be grown
i n that coastal district. "My idea is that
it is absolutely necessary to have railway
communication there, and I go so far as
to say right here that if the Government
are not prepared to build the railway
whichi has been asked for by the settlers
in the South-West, the least they can do
is to allow private enterprise to do it.
If the Government say that they are not
prepared to carry the line out, it will
soon be found that there are private
people who are prepared. I once attended
a deputation to a Minister of the Crown,
and amongst other things, which were
brought under his notice, was the fact
that there is an immense quantity of tuart
timber in that area, and the only answer
wvas that the Government would wvant it
all. Wow, I say there is enough tuart in
that district to supply the Commonwealth,
and if they cut it out there is plenty more
growing. It is time these things were
gone into. There is too much delay alto-
gether. The same remark applies to
another scheme which the -whole of the
South-West badly wants; and that is irri-
gation. It is one of those things to which
I hare turned attention of late, and 1
say emphatically that the Government
should get to work without delay. Every'
time there is an agitation about irrigation
there is an officer sent to report. That is
all that is done. After some time there
is a further agitation and another report
is made, hut nothing else is done. It
may be said that I was one of the great-
est opponents of the Rights in Water and
Irrigation Bill, which wras before us lest
session. That I emphatically deny, and I
say, without egotism, that I know as well
as any member in this Chamber what is
wanted in the South-West. The settlers
do not want a Bill of that nature, and I
am prepared to snpnort the carrying
through of a Bill thaqt will give the Gov-
ernment all the powers that are neces-
can-. That being so, I here the Govern-
meat will get to work at an early date
and see if they cannot put through a
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imeasure that will be satisfactory to the
people there. I want to see the irrigation
scheme put into operation. It does not
affect me personally much, but I do want
a Bill that will he acceptable to the
people, not only in the South-West, but
in every district where land is capable of
irrigation. I look to that as one of the
things that will make this State hum.
Now, with regard to other necessary
measure;, we have in the South-West any
quantity of timber, and the time is coming
when that timber will be more difficult to
get. At first the timber-getters took all
the timber that was on the ridges and
other easily accessible places and left
behind that in the gorges and in other
spots where it was difficult of access.
There is now a much greater expense in
getting the timber, and I have been told
that it is proposed to adopt flying foxes.
At any rate, the cost of getting the timber
7has increased from day to day and we
want all the facilities for handling that
stuff and shipping it at a minimum of
cost, in order that the industry may go
ahead. Another question that is always
being raised is in regard to the supply of
trucks for Collie coal. I cannot say that
I he Government have given much cause
for complaint on that account. Special
trucks for the handling of Collie coal were
provided, but the demand for bunker coal
is not sufficiently steady and continuous
to keep the trucks constantly in work,
and the GIovernment have found that they
are very handy to send to the Ooldfields.
The chances are that just when the trucks
have been sent to the Goldields they are
wanted in Bunbury- As soon as proper
harbour facilities are given there, that
difficulty will be overcome; there will be
a steady demand for bunker coal, and the
trucks will always be available there. I
have very little to say to-night, and, as
T remarked before, I very much regret
that I have not had an opportunity of
speaking on the various things that are
of so much importance to the State at
large and to the South-West in particular.

Hon. R. G. ARDAG-H: I beg to move
the adjournment of the debate.

The PIRESIDENT : The adjournment
oqf the debate cannot be moved until the

lapse of 15 minutes, and it is hardly time
yet.

Ron. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM
(North): It seems to me an extraordinary
state of affairs that after the statements
which have been made by the two or three
speakers who have preceded me, there are
no explanations from the Government side
of the House: in any way. I should have
thought it would have curtailed the de-
bate to a very large extent if some of
those remarks, whether true or not, were
answered in order that members might.
know whether they have any substance
in fact. I am astonished by the extra-
ordinary silence of those who represent
the Government after the strong state-
ments and charges made against them.
There are, perhaps, many things in the
speech I propose to make which I should
not have refe~rred to had one of the mem-
bers on the Government side spoken, and
under these circumstances, I may have to
take up a little more time than I other-
wise would. Of course, I naturally pro-
pose to deal with the situation as we find
it at the present time, and if I am a little
longer than I otherwise would be, the
members who represent the Government
have only themselves to blame. In the
present economic and financial position
of the country, I deem it my duty to make
some remarks in regard to the existing
state of affairs, and whilst I amn bound to
be critical in doing that, I shall hope that
any remarks I may make will not be taken
in any hostile spirit. I propose to judge
what has been done entirely upon its
results and anything I say will, I hope,
be founded ont fact. I still maintain, as
has already been said to-night, that this
is in no way a party House, and I am pre-
pared to say that any measure, no matter
what Government it emanates from, has
the very fullest consideration; and, in
those circumstances I again repeat that
this is in no way a party Housd, beyond
the fact that there arc a few members who
are pledged to the destruction of it at
some time or other, in the interests of one
party'. Now T propose to refer to the
Speech itself, and I find that there are
no less than 38 paragraphs,' after reading
which I must admit that never in my
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life have I read such a speech. I can only
say that His Excellency the Governor bad
my whole-hearted sympathy when he en-
unciated such a speech from the Chair.
I have in vain tried to look for anything
important in it. T also carefully read the
remarks made by the proposer and sec-
onder of the Address-bn-reply. These,
however, shed no additional light on the
policy of the Government or the future
methods to be adopted to remedy the
state of affairs that exist. I think it
must be admitted on all sides that the
State is suffering from severe depression
financially. I do not think this can
be contradicted. Business is stagnant,
money is scarce and tight, the cost of liv-
ing is excessive, and there is a serious
deficit in the Governmvent finances, whilst
a very great loss in stock and produce has
to be made uip by the pastoralists aind the
farming community. In the face of
those thinges, there is no mention in the
Speech as to future financial arrange-
ments. No suggestions were made for re-
ducing- the cost of living and no methods
for restoring confidence in business. On
the contrary, we find the Government
sheltering thjemselves behind the unfor-
tunate bad season we have had, to ac-
count for their very large deficit, a de-
ficit whichi T consider is most inexcusablp.
In the way of legislation we have amongst
otber comparatively un-important Bills,
an amendmient of the liquor laws. Nov
this is by no mens hirgent. Then we
have the Initiative and Referendum, ab-
solutely unnecessary legislation. Next
we come to the establishment of a Parlia-
mentary Committee of Public Works, and
what does this mean-' Simply find-
ing- appointments for members of Parlia-
ment and adding to the cost of adminis-
tration. This proposal has twice been up
before us and twice been rejected, and
now it is once more submitted for the
consideration of this House. Then we
are promised an amendment of the
Land and Income Tax, which no doubt
will mean additional taxation and will
certainly add to the cost of living.
When we look through the Governot-s
Speech to find a remedy for the existing
state of affairs, and we are offered this

legislation, we may surely say that in ask-
ing for bread we have been offered a
stone. I will refer briefly to the para-
graphs of the Specech. I am quite
in accord -with the statement that it was
a very advanitageous arrangement for the
Premier to visit London, not because for
one moment I think he wouild be capable
of influencing the money market, The
financiers and money lenders of Great
Britain are far too well up in their busi-
ness to -le influenced in any way or to be
guided by the more or less specious re-
marks of any Premier from Australia who
is hunting for funds. But I think a visit
like that must broaden the mind and open
the eyes of any man, and I am quite cer-
tain that what experience hie has gained,
in con nection with the tramways, electri-
fication of railways, and other matters,
wvill be of great value to himself, and of
benefit more or less indirectly to the
State. I see that it was found necessary
to extend further consideration to the
wheat growers and settlers in the wheat-
growing areas. No doubt this did some
good, but why was it limited to the people
in the wheat-growing areas? They are
not the only ones who have' lost in the
recent bad season. Why was no assist-
ance offered to any of the pastoralistsl
There are hundreds of past oralists whbo
have suffered more perhaps than the
farmers: but we bear of no offer of assist-
ance to them. They are quite as much
entitled to it as others. The Government
might as well be consistent, and if they
are relaxing conditions to the farmers
they might as well do the same in regard
to the rents of these pastoralists who have
been. so hard hit. In a paragraph further
on in the Speech I am pleased to find the
Government are prepared to exercise cau-
tion with regard to the areas outside the
rain belt. The mistake of putting people
too far out on country that is experi-
mental can only end in disaster if it is
continued. I hope the Government will
give this matter careful attention. I con-
gral ulate then upon having given some
attention t o it already. Another matter,
and it was referred to by 'Mr. Cullen, is
tile endeavour to get settlers to go on to
the country before they are fitted to
undertake the work. It requires men who
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have experience and knowledge to make
them successful, and even with a full
knowledge of farming these men cannot
hope to be successful until they have
learned something of the climate and con-
ditions. It is just as reasonable to expect
a farmer, even an experienced one, to
come out from England and to be suc-
cessful at 'Mullewa, Wickepin, or some-
where else, as to expect a "cookie" from
Australia to go to England and make a
success of farming there. All these mat-
ters require knowledge and experience.
There is, I think, only one profession
that do-es not require any, and that is the
profession of politician. I think that
anyone can take that on, and the newest
aspirants will say that they are most fitted
to be Ministers. Reference is made in the
Speech to the manufacture of agricultural
implements, and[ the Slate sawmills yen-
tire. These are in addition to the but-
chers' shops, the steamers, and other
matters already entered into. I am ex-
tremely sorry that the Government think
it part of their duty to enter into these
industrial enterpris es. It -requires ex-
perienced men who have been thoroughly
brought up to the trade to make them a
success, and in many cases even then they
are not successful; so how on earth can
the Government possibly hope to be suic-
cessful, especially when we remember that
the workers they employ are really the
masters of their employers. As the Gov-
erment have been put into power by the
workers, and are maintained there by the
workers, bow can they possibly resist any
demand for increased wages? In indus-
trial undertakings of this kind they can-
not possibly resist demands under those
circumstances, especially in view of the
fact that an election is pending before
very long. It has been said to-night . and
I am sorry to hare to mention it again,
even at the risk of repetition, that I do
not consider the Government have any
right to use the taxpayers' money to enter
into industrial competition with the very
men -who pays the taxes. It is not part
of their business. This money is found
for the good conduct and good government
of the country and not to go into specula-
tive enterprises that are most difficult to
cearry on, and I am still unconvinced that

the members of the present Government
are fitted, either by training or experi-
ence, to conduct industrial enterprises, es-
pecially in competition with men who
have specialised in them. 1 do not say
that in any offensive way, but simply con-
tend that anyone who undertakes a busi-
ness in competition with other people
must have training and experience, and
I do not see how these enterprises can
end in any way except in disaster, carried
on as they are. We heard a statemeut
from Mr. Moss concerning the losses that
have been incurred, and I hope to hoar
from the Honorary Minister, or someone
with knowledge of it, that it may be con-
tradicted. In that case it would save my
making any further reference to the mat-
ter. As, however, it is allowed to go with-
out being contradicted, we must only as-
sume that the statement is correct.
Clauses 19 and 20 of the Speech refer to
mailwdys, and it is stated that we have
256 additional miles of newly opened
lines, and 476 miles of railways in hand.
I think that for a State with a limited
population like ours, this is a very large
amount of work, and I had this in mind
when I heard '.%r. Cuillen's suggestion just
now with reference to railways all over
the country. Where is the money to
come from, and even in the event of our
being able to get it, how are we going to
pay the interest? The interest on this
work alone must amount to a very con-
siderable sum, and it is not long ago that
I read in some paper a speech made by
a responsible Minister to the effect that
many of the railways recently constructed
and opened were not paying, but in fact
were being. run at a loss. In addition we
have to pay for those under construction
at present, and -when we take the interest
accrLung on these, we see it is a very
serious amount that we have to find, and
must run away with our revenne to a very
large extent. I also notice that the con-
struction of abattoirs is in progress at
North Fremnantle, and Midland Junction.
I am glad to hear that abattoirs are being
erected, but I am of opinion that "North
Fremantle is the wrong place at which to
erect them. I think it is a great mistake
that the works and yards were ever put
at North Fremantle. The proper places

61



62 [COUNCIL.]

-and my opinion is borne out by those
with experience in meat supplies-to erect
slaughter yards are Midland Junction and
Rob'b's Jetty, the former to deal with all
the stock that comes down from inland,
and the other to handle all stock brought
by sea. Those places are most suitable for
dealing with stock with the least trouble
and delay. The next thing is that rail-
ways should be constructed from Mfidland
Junction to Fremantle on the other side of
the river, and such a line would be able to
relieve the whole of the traffic on this side
of the grain and live stock traffic. We
know the lines on the north side of the
river are often congested. This line would]
provide relief and I think would pay on
its merits. At the present moment it is
not to be denied that constantly the delays
which take place in getting live stock fromn
Midland junction to Fremantle are serious
and inflict a great deal of loss not only
upon the owners of the animals, but also
upon those who- purchase them, and all
parties concerned. I must once again re-
fer to the results that have been achieved
by the present Government during the two
years they have been in office. I find that
so far as I can gather we are labouring
under many of the following drawbacks.
In the first place we have an enormous
deficit, which I think on the 30th June
last was something like £311,000, secondly
money is scarce and tight, and interest is
high and rising, there is severe commercial
depression, there is the exceptionally hi 'gh
cost of living, we have severe taxation,
including income tax and land tax, and
on top of it the Federal land tax, there
are heavy municipal rates, most ex-
cessive cost of building, scarcity of dwel-
lings all round the City, general unrest
among the workers, and we had a very
bad season up to the 30th June last. I
do not want to cry stinking fish, but I
would defy anyone to contradict one of
those statements, and perhaps members
will bear with me a little while I elaborate
some of them, and I do so more in sorrow
than in anger, in the hope that the Gov-
ernment may see their way to take such
steps to do away with the great disad-
vantages which the commercial section of
the comm unity and many others, in fact,

nearly all, arc lahouring uinder. I amn
afraid that the whole of it is due to the
pol icy of the Labour party. Tt has been
Insinuated,. if not actually expressed, that
the bulk of the deficit is attributible to
the badl season, and the fact that the Gbi-
ermnent bare bad to supply the farmers
with seed wheat and manures, and relax
their demand for rent. This has been said,
and perhaps it may account for some of it,
but J do not think it will account for any-
thing like the major part of it. The
great fatdt that I perceive is bad admin-
istration. The administration of the fin-
ances and of the offices is to blame for
the greater part of this deficit. One of the
first acts of the Government on coming
into office was to increase the rate of wages
of one section of the community something
like is. a day, which amounted in the
aggregate to £32,000; and since then I
have read and heard stated mn various
places that the total increases in wages to
different portions of the public service
bare amounted to something like £120,000.
This is an enormous increase, and whilst
I believe in paying good wages to all that
we possibly can, paying as good wages
as any industry or department can afford,
at the same time I think it should be done
w ithi prudence, and to my mind it was dis-
tinctly imprudent to start making the*;
vast increases before it -was discovered
whether the revenne would stand it. T,
suppose this first rise was made almost be-
fore Ministers took over the government
of the country, and the consequence is
that these continual rises have together
accounted in a large mleasure for this de-
ficit. Another thing, I do not know if
the Government have any right to make
these large increases unless they are in a
first-class position to do it; because they,
are placed there to administer the public
fuands to the advantage of all parties, and
not to the advantage of any one section
of the community. In this ease we find
these large increases given to a section
that help to keep 'Ministers in power, and-
whilst I think that everybody should look
after themselves to a certain extent, at
the same time the position of IMinisters

is one of such high trust that they should
be very careful of the administration of'
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moneys entrusted to their charge. Of
course, as I bave said before, they have
my entire sympathy, because it is im-
possible to do anything else where the
workers are the masters of the employers.
I next come to the subject of money being
scarce and tight, and I think no one can
contradict me on that point. The causes
of it are not far to seek. It is due to
three principal causes. First was the note
issue, the next was the Common-wealth
Bank, and the third was the opening of
the Commonwealth Savings Bank.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Is money not
scarce and tight all over the world?

Hon. Sir R. H. WITTENOOM: No.
To show how plentiful it is, and how will-
ing are the financial authorities to lend
it, I may point to the Chinese loam. It
does not look as if money were tight all
over the world when the Chinese managed
to secnre a loan of 25 millions; and not
only was the loan over-subscribed, but it
went to a premium.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: But the wars have
taken place since then.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: But
we could not get the money, where 'they
did.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan:- We got two mail-
lions.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: We got
two millions out of five, and we had to
pay a. big price for it.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Not so big as they
had to pay in South Australia.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM- I am
cowing to that, The other States are just
in the same position as wre are, which goes
to show that the money-lenders of Great
Britain are not quite in accord with the
methods and policy of Labour Govern-
ments. All I want to point oat is that
the Treasurers and Premiers of these
States have been to England to try and
get money for their respective States,
and in no ease have they been able to get
as much as they wanted, and in every case
they have b ad to pay excessive rates ; wh ile
the Chinese Republic asked for 25 mil-
lions, and it was over-subscribed and went
to a premium, whereas ours was down a
half per cent. long before it was put on the
market. I want to show some of the rea-

sons why we cannot get money in Auis-
trais. When I was interrupted 1 was
trying to explain why it is chat money is
tight, and I say it is owing to the note
issuie and the Commonwealth Bank, and
particularly the Commonwealth Savings
Bank; and for these reasons-athough I
was going to add that our Government are
not to blame for it, notwithstanding, I be-
lieve, they are in sympathy with the policy
of the party who are to blame for it-
the State is labouriang tinder a defi-
ciency in motney. When the note issue
came out as law all notes, as you are
aware, belonging to private banks were
recalled. These had to be all bought up
by the different banks. For instance, if
a bank had £150,000 iih notes iii circula-
tion and, say, another £E150,000 in gold,
when it became law that no private banks
could issue notes, and not only that, but
they. had to recall them, the private banks
bad to call tip a lot of their advance in
gold to Purchase their own notes. Thus,
to buy uip £150,000 worth of motes they
bad to withdraw from circulation
£150,000 worth of gold. Having bought
out their notes, which they had to burn,
then if they wanted £150,000 in notes
they went to the Federal Treasurer to get
it. That:. of course, made no difference,
but it was the first paymenit of £150,000
which represented a loss to this country.
Among the six or seven banking institu-
tions we have here, I am of opinion that
it took £130, 000 out of circlIation. I
calculated that the Savings Bank woubi
take another £250,000 from circulation,
but if it takes anything like as much as
we have heard to-night it shows that this
money must he going away somewhere
at a very rapid rate. At any rate these
are the causes whbichi account to a large
extent for the tightness of mnoney in
Western Australia. You will see for your-
self what a difference it must make to
the farmer and the storekeeper, and the
business man who is in the habit of rely-
ing on this advance to carry on his busi-
ness. Farmers are unable to mneet their
bills, and merchants have to renew them,
and we find ourselves in Western Aus-
tralia confronted with the worst shortage
of money that has occurred for many
years. It has naturally es""'I a very
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severe commercial depression, and it tame
at one of the most inopportune times,
when the worst drought we have had 'was
raging, which made it worse than ever.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: I suppose that is
the cause of the fall or British Consols.
also.

Hon. Sir E. H.. VITTENOOM1: I am
speaking locally. These are the actions
which have had the sympathy of the pre-
sent Government, even if the present
Government were not directly responsible
for them.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Is mioney not
fight all over the world

Hon. Sir E. H. WIT TENOOM: No, the
Chinese got it easily.

Ron. R. G. Ardagh: What did they
pay for it'?

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTI&NOO'M: That
is not the point. On top of all this comes
the most severe taxation; and everybody
must admnit that Anshralia is the highest
taxed country in the world. If it. is not,
it must be a very wealthy community else-
where which can stand higher imposts.
There are very heavy customs duties,
nearly all of which go to the
Federal authorities to be used for
old age pensions, maternity bonuses
and defence, and most of the money
flowing out through the twvo first-
named channels is paid to people who do
not 'want it. Then we have income tax,
two land taxes, or with the municipal
rates, three land taxes. Of nil the short-
sighted, ill-advised taxes to impose in a
coantry like Western Australia the land
tax is the worst. The very thing you want
developed-the land, which of all things
yon want money spent on to bring it to
a high state of production, you start to
tax. It seems to me suicidal, and I can-
not understand any thinking people doing
it. The development of land everywhere
is of primary importance, aad every in-
ducement should be given to people to
spend money on it. I am not opposed to
the income tax. Tax under that as much
as you like, because everyone who pays
throngh that tax pays from something
he has received; but numbers of people
who pay the land tax pay when they are
making losses, and I do not think you
need go beyond 1912-13 for a great many

examples of this. Then we come to the
cost of living, which, I think, is udeni-
ably high. There are many causes which
contribute to it, and none more than the
recent drought. One of the chief causes
is the high cost of meat, and that nobody
could help, because the drought was so
severe that it destroyed large mnbers of
stock. Hundreds of thousands of stock
have been lost during the drought. and
no one will be able to calculate his; losses
until after shearing, for it is impossible
to collect poor sheep in those huge pad-
docks. The Government undertook to
supply cheap meat, but 1 do not think so
far they have been very successful. I
have not gone into the subject of the re-
tail supply vcry closely, bitt from what
I hear they are not very successful. I do
iot see how they can be successful unless
They were to sell below cost, in which case
the general taxpayer would have to make
up the difference. One of the bDest ways,
I think, of getting cheap meat would be
for the Government to erect meat works
at Wyndhaiu. I think their own experi-
ence will show them now the tremendous
loss there is in shipping. If meat works
were erect3d at Wyndham they would
get the stock from the Northern Terri-
tory, and the Kimberley cattle, and I
think the venture would pay. At all
events, it would do away with the great
loss experienced now. I must correct
one remark made, by Mr. Xfnes in which
he -referred to the Government starting
to bring down 120 head of bullocks that
had plentro among them. Now, I happen
to be in a position to state that it was
nothing- of the kind. The J20 bead of
cattle delivered to the Government had
an inspector's certificate and were per-
fectly clean. The cattle were taken deli-
very of by the Government's representa-
tive and put on board the steamer per-
fectly clean, but for some reason best
known to the authorities, they were taken
off the steamer. They were still clean, and
there was no pleuro in them at any time
after the Government received them. In
those circumstances it was wrong to in-
sinuate that the Government were having
anything to do with diseased cattle, be-
cause I know that the greatest care is
taken to prevent diseased cattle coming
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down from the North to Fremantle.
Another factor in the high cost of living
is house rent, and that is caused to a
large extent by the high municipal
charges. Whether it is the increased cost
of work or not, I cannot say, but the muni-
cipal charges are extremely high, and
more recently we have Wa the additional
cost of sewerage connection which also is
excessively high. In fact, it is something
enormous, and T know of one case where
the cost of putting in the sewverage. con-
nection to nine small houses adjoining
was £400. Now, the owner of a house
as a ride calculates to receive from 6 to
8 per cent., and he is lucky if he gets
5 or 6 per cent. As these additional
charges come along-the high municipal
charges, the sewerage connections and rate
and the increased cost of labour for re-
pairs-he is forced to raise the rent's to
enable him to get his 5 or 63 per cent., be-
cause no one can expect an owner of pro-
perty to take les than that when we re-
member that if he sits still and does not
put his money into houses he can get 5
per cent. without any trouble or responsi-
bility. It is these causes that make house
rents go up and add to the cost of living
so much. As I have said, the Glovern-
meat must be very easily pleased if they
are satisfied with the results and the
prospects of affairs as they are now,
after two years of office. It is being
fauna increasingly difficult to borrow
money for our wants and needs,. It is
very easy to talk about extending rail-
ways and doing all sorts of harbour
works and making improvements in all
directions, but unless we are in a position
to get money this talk is futile. In addi-
tion we have to estimate whether, with
our small population, we are in a posi-
tion to pay the enormous amount of in-
terest together with the other responsi-
bilities we have to bear. A proof that
our conditions are not such as appeal to
the moneylenders is the fact of the dif-
culty of getting money. People do not
lend us money readily and they want a
high price for it, and I need only refer
again to the extraordinary instance of
where people like the Chinese can get
-any amount of money, have their loans
over-subscribed and at a premium, while

we are told that money is hard to get at
4 per cent. apart f rom all the costs of
flotation and underwriting. There is
another way of looking at the matter,
and that is we cannot expect money-
lenders to look with a very favourable
eye upon the Commonwealth. We go to
them for money for the development of
the country by the Government, for the
development of land and pastoral areas
by individuals,, and for the carrying on
of large industrial enterprises, and then
we turn round and treat them as absen-
tees, charging them 50 per cent, extra be-
cause they do not live in the country. I
am one of those who thoroughly believe
that anybody who has made his money
in the country and then goes away to live
beyond a couple of years and spend his
wealth elsewhere should pay more tax a-
tion, but to tax, the professional money-
lender, the very' man whom we want to
lend us money for the development of
our country, is suicidal and ruinous, and
I know is resented very much in financial
circles.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: How can you
discriminate between the two?

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM1: It
could he dlone without much trouble. The
Government have another twelve months
of office, and they have any amount of
time in which to convince us that their
muethods for efficiency and good govern-
nment are satisfactory and that they can
put all these matters right.

Ron, R. G. Ardagh: Only twelve months
more"

Hon. Sir E. HL. WITTENOOM: Until
there is another election, which possibly
may make some difference to them, but
they have that twelve niouths with their
present majority in another place to con-
vince those of us who have still open
minds, that they are able to carr on the
business of the country to the advantage
of all concerned, and to do away with the
objections which several speakers have
enumerated to-night. I again repeat that
I have not made these remarks this even-
ing in a hostile spirit or in a spirit of
opposition. I am trying to show what
I consider the unfortunate state of the
country at the present time, in the hope
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that Something may be done to ameliorate
it. The Government have twelve months
before an election in which to do this.
Were matters reversed I should he only
too pleased to award my meed of praise
in the same way as I have given a certain
amount of blame this evening, and I hope
that twelve months hence I shall he able
to do that; but I must say now that from
what the Government have achieved so far
1 am forced to the conclusion that they
do not believe in the old biblical adage
"that our barns may be filled with plenty
and that there be no complaining in our
streets."

On motion hv Hon. J. W. Kirwan,
debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.10 p.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

ELECTORAr--FORREST CON.-
STYTUIBNCY.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have to report
that datring the recess-on the 17th April
-MNr. P. L. O'Loghlcn resigned his seat
as member for Forrest and was succeeded
by MYr. Thomas Moore on the 29th April.
On the 17th June M.%r. Moore resigned his
seat, a newv writ wvas issued, and Mxr.
O'Loghlen was again returned.

The Clerk annotunced the return of
writ for thle election of a member for
Forrest, showving that Mr. P. L. O'Logh-
ten had been duly elected.

31r. O'Loghlen took and subscribed the
oath, as requtired by statute, and signed
the roll.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By M1r. Speaker: 1, A compilation of
"The Criminal code Act, 1902,"1 with its
amendments.

'By the Premier: 1, Report of con-
ference of permanent heads and heads of
sub-departments on the Public Service
Act, and thle Public Service Regulations.

By the Minister for Education: Regu-
lations of the Education Department.

By the Minister for Works: 1, Uni-
form general by-laws for regulating
motor traffic and standard lights to be
carried by all vehicles (also subsequent
amendments). 2, Fremantle Road Bridge
By-laws-Amending By-law No. 4. 3,

By-laws for the water supplies of-Bus-
selon, Derby, Geraldton, Goldfields,
Meekatharra, Metropolitan, Piagelly. 4,
By-laws of the Municipalities of-Albany
-Building By-law No. 37. Albany-By-
law No. 38. Boulder-Hfat pins. Rodl-
der-No. 38. Carnarvon. Collie-No.
56. Fremantle-Stands for carts. East
Eremantle-Hat pins. North Fremantle
-- Discount on rates. Oeraldtou. Leeder-
yulle-Amendment to building. Perth-
No. 31. North Perth-Buildings. North
Perth-Loan Poll. South Perth-Games
in Parks. South Perth-Loan Poll.
Subiaco-Building By-law No. 67. Vic-
toria Park-Advertising hoardians. 5,
By-laws of Road Boa rds-Ashburton.
Bevcrlev--Amended By-laws Nos. 57 and
60. Beverley-Valuation on annual
value. Brookton-Trespass and pound-
age fees. Capel-(Ceneral). Capel-
Trespass and poundage fees. Claremont
-Building. Collie-Heavy traffic. Goo-
malinjc -Valuation on annual Valuie.
Kimberlev-Valuation on annual value.
Marhle Bar-Valuation on annual value.
Mfarradong-Damlaging roads. Mount
Magnet-Common reserves. Mount Mal-
colm. . Northampton -Verandahs. Perth
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