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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—PROPORTIONAL
REPRESENTATION,

Hon, D. G. GAWLER asked the Col-
onial Secretary: Will he lay upon the
Table of the Honse, at the earliest oppor-
tunity, the recent report by the Chief
State Electoral Regisirar, Mr. Stenberg,
on the subject of proportional represen-
tation?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: A copy of the Report will be duly
laid on the Table of the Legislative Coun-
cil and the Legislative Assembly.

QUESTION—TRANSFER OF MR.
WALTER, R.M.

Hon, D. G. GAWLER asked the Col-
onial Secretary: Will he lay on the Table
of the House all papers relating to the
transfer of Mr. W, A. G. Walter from
the Resident Magistraey ¢f Kalgoorlie to
that of Cue?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: No; but they will be placed at the
disposal of any hon. member who desires
to peruse them.

QUESTION—STATE HOTEL, WON-
GAN HILLS.

Hon. D. G. GAWLER asked the Col-
onial Secretary: 1, Whether at the loral
option poll beld in April, 1911, for the
Irwin licensing district (in which is in-
cluded the township of Wongan Hills)
the following were not the results of the
poll:—Resolution B—That the number of
licenses existing in the district be in-
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ereased; negatived. Questions—(i.) Do
you vote that all new Publicans’ General
Licenses in the distriet shall be held by
the State; answered in the negative? (ii.)
Are you in favour of State management
throughout the district; answered in the
negative? 2, Whether it was not one of
the conditions of sale of the Wongan Hills
township bloeks that no license should be
held in respect of them? 3, Whether the
proposed State hotel is not situated on
one of the said township blocks? 4,
Whether the Government has taken the
advice of the Crown Law officers on the
question as to whether the State is en-
titted to hold such license in spite of the
result of the above loeal option poll?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, Yes. 3, No. The pro-
posed hotel will be situated on land re-
served for the purpose. 4, Yes. The
resolutions do not affeet the exercise of the
discretion of the Court in the townsite,
there being no licensed premises within a
radius of 15 miles. (Vide Section 43.)

PAPER: STATUTES COMPILATION,
CRIMINAL CODE,

The PRESIDENT: I have to lay on the
Table of the House a compilation of the
Criminal Code with amendments, also a
eertificate from the Attorney General cer-
tifying to its eorrectness.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary:
Pearling Act, 1912, Regulations. 2, Game
Act, 1912, Regulations. 3, Health Act,
1911-12: (a) Food Standards and Regula-
tions; Amendment of Regulation. (b.)
Leederville TLocal Health Authority,
Amendment of By-law. (¢) Tambellup

1, The

Local Health Authority, By-law. 4, In-
ebriates Aet, 1912, Regulations. 5, In-
dustrial Arbitration Aet, 1912, Return

showing membership of registered Indus-
tria! Unions. 6, Perth Public Hospital:
Report of the Board of Management for
year ended 30th June, 1912. 7, Report of
Conference of Permanent Heads and
Heads of Sub-Departments on the Publie
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Service Act and the Public Serviee Regu-
lations. 8, Public Works Department—-
(1) Annual Report of the Department for
Financial Year 1911-12. (2) (i) Roads
Aect, 1911, By-laws of the following Road
Boards:—(a) Beverley, (b) Claremont,
(¢) Mount Maleolm. (d) Wiluna, (e)
Wyndham, (f) Yilgarn, (ir.) DMunieipal
Corporations Act, 1906, By-laws of the
following municipalities:—(a) Boulder,
(b) Perth, (e) North Perth, (d) South
Perth, (¢} Subiaco. (iii.} Public Works
Act, 1902—Fremantle Road Bridge By-
laws. (iv.) Uniform general By-laws for
regulating Motor Traffic and Standard
Light~ to be carried by all Vehicles. Y.
Water Supply, Sewerage, and Drainage
Depariment: By-laws of the following
places:—{a) Busselton, (b} Derby, (e}
Geraldton, (d) Goldfelds, {(e) Meeka-
tharvra, (f) Pingelly, (g) Metropolitan
Water Supply. (10) Western Australian
Government Tramways By-laws. 11, Gov-
ernment Railwayvs Act, 1901—Reports and
Returns in aecordanee with Clanses 34
and 83. 12, The Land Aect, 1898, Regula-

tions. 13, Parks and Reserves Act, 1899,
Regnlations. 14, Cemeteries Act, 1897,
Regulations. 15, Public Works Depart-

ment—(1) Roads Aet, 1911—By-laws of
the following Road Boards:—{a) Ash-
burton, () Brookton, (e} Capel, (d) Col-
lie, {e) Goomalling, (f) Kimberley, (z)
Marble Bar, (h) Marradong, (i) Mount
Magnet, (k) Northampton, (1) Perth, (m)
Phillips River, {n) Port Hedland, {o)
TUpper Blackwood, (p} Sussex, (q) War-
ren. (2} Municipal Corporations Act,
1906— By-laws of the following Munieci-
palities:—(a) Albany, (b) Boulder, (c)
Carnarvon, (d) Collie, (e) Fremantle,
({} East Fremantle, (g} North Fremau-

tle, (h) Geraldton, (i) Leederville, (k) .

North Perth, {1) South Perth, (m) Vie-
toria Park.

VRGENCY MOTION—FOQD AND
DRUGS REGULATIONS.

The PRESIDEXNT: I have received the
following letter from the Hon, Mr.
Kingsmill :—

1 beg te give notiee that I intend, be-
fore the commencement of this after-

neon’s business in the Council, to move
the adjournment of the House on a mat-
ter of urgeney, namely, to consider the
action of the Government in relation
to Regulation 62 under the Health Act
laid upon the Table of the House on
June 26th, the subject of a notice of
meotion by myself for the disallowance
of the same, and now proposed to be
carried into effect by the Government
though the Legislative Couneil has bad
no opportunity of diseussing the same.
I consider this is a matter of urgency, and
if the requisite number of members stand
up in their places I will allow it to pro-
eeed.

Four members having risen in their

places,
Hon. W. EKINGSMILL (Metropoli-
tan): It is with a great amount of re-

gret indeed that I find it necessary to
take this form of procedure, a form of
procedure whieh 1 have never found it
necessary to take before, but I think that
when hon. members have heard the few
remarlss that T have to make on this sub-
jeet, they will say I am fully justified in
adopting practically any method to eall
the attention of Parliament and the atten-
tion of the public to what has been done
in respect to these regulations. First of
all in regard to these regulations to which
ohjection is taken and in relation to
whiech I have a notice of motion on the
paper, vou will remember, Mr. President,
that T consulted you to-day and you
ruled that this potice of motion could not
be proeceeded with until the debate on the
Address-in-reply had been fully dealt
with and finished, in which rnling I ac-
quiesee and concur implicitly. In rela-
tion to these regulations it wonld be as
well to remind vourself and hon. mem-
bers of the provisions of the Health Aect
and the regulations which may be made
thereunder. Section 271 of the Aet of
1911 is as follows:—

All regulations and by-laws shall be
laid before both Houses of Parliament
within thirty days of tbe making there-
of if Parliament is then in session, and
if not, then within thirty days after the
next meeting of Parliament.

This section has been amplified by the



addition to it under Section 8 of the
Health Act Amendment Act, 1912, as
Tollows :—

Section two bhundred and seventy-one
of the principal Aect is hereby amended
by the addition of the suhsection fol-
lowing:—(2) Except in so far as they
may be in conflict with the express pro-
visions of this or any other Act, any
regulations purporting to have been
made under this Aect and laid before
each Honse as aforesaid shall, if not
annulled in manner aforesaid, be con-
clusively deemed to be valid and shall
have effect according to their tenor.

This is the legislation dealing with the
question, and I think that that legislation
is 80 fregh in the minds of hon. members
that it is almost needless for me to state
that the intention of that Aect was, that
whenever any regulations were made un-
der that Aect, both houses of Parliament
should have the opportunity of sayving
whether they conenr with these regula-
tions or not and reasonable time should
be given for either House of Parliament
to express approval or disapproval of
these regulations under these Aects. The
whole gist of the matter lies in the term
“when Parlinment is in session,” and by
no stretech of imaginalion can it be said
that regulations laid bhefore Parliament
for an hour and a half on the one day
that Parliament sits before an adjourn-
ment of 31 days, receive the approval of
Parliament which is a condition prece-
dent to these regulations ecoming into
force. But what do we find? We find
these regunlations among 70 others were
laid on the Table of the House by the
Honorary Minister (Hon. J. E. Dodd),
the leader of the House being absent for
a reason which we all deplore. These
regulations were laid on the Table of the
House at the opening of Parliament on
an oceasion which members know is pure-
ly formal, when members know that con-
tentions debale is often somewhat ham-
pered by the presence of the public in
greater numbers than is usual at our
meetings, and on an occasion when it
would be almost out of place to introduce
any such contentious matter before this
House. The exact time members had
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{o  consider this matter and make
a motion without notice, if such a
thing were possible under our Stand-
ing Orders, which I think it is
not, was about fwo minutes. AMr.
Dodd read out this set of regulations
first among the very many regulations
and papers which he laid on the Table.
1 must confess T was on the wakeh for
them, As soon as he read them out I
asked one of the elerks to pass them over
to me. I examined them as quickly as
I could, how hurriedly is borne testimony
to by the fact that in my haste to stop
an act which I deemed to be an injustice
to the publie, I zave notice of motion
concerning the wrong regulation. I bad
not even time to pick out the right regu-
lation. However, under the practice of
the House, which enabled me to do so,
I made a correction and my notice of
motion appears on the Notice Paper as
it should be. It would, I think, be strain-
ing the powers given to the Government
under this Aect to the very utmost if they
were to put this regulation into effect,
even if no notice of motion had been
given, if this House had accepted in silence
those regulations which laid on the Table
for an honr and a half and then passed
ont of the ken of hon, members for a
sufficient time to legally put them into
foree—it wonld have been a straining of
the powers of Government if they had
taken the silence of Parliament to mean
consent under those peculiar eirenm-
stances. Words fail to deseribe their ac-
tion when we consider that a notice of
motion, disallowing this very regulation
to which I objeet, that such a notice of
motion should appear on the Notice
Paper, which I claim should have acted as
a caveat and secured the suspension of
that partienlar regulation wuntil the
House had an opportunity of discussing
and declaring upon it. That is all I
want to do. If the Government are will-
ing to observe the spirit of this Aect, then
the least thing they should have done was
to withdraw this regnlation temporarily
and to re-gazette it when Parliament met,
and so give this branch of Parliament,
which had expressed through one of its
members some doubt as to the spirit of
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this regulation, that chanee of eriticising
the regulation which is given to it ex-
plicitly by the Aet under which this regu-
lation is made. I do pot intend now to
go into the merits of the case, to debate
in any way the snbstanee matter of the
notice of motion. .I intend to confine my
remarks purely to a eriticism of the action
of the Government in the constitutional
aspect of the question,and leave the merits
of the case to a future oceasion, if that
future occasion js found neeessary. To
impress upon hon. members the urgency
of this matter I wonld ask ther to con-
sider what this regulation means. The
regulation—1I1 will not read it out to hon.
members; they can read it for themselves
—rendered as tersely as possible, the ob-
ject of the regulation is to prohibit the
sale of all patent medicines the conftenis
of which do not appear on the label, or
Alternatively, the contents of which are
not disclosed to the Health Department in
formulae handed in by the patentees of
the medicines. Let me say that a very
great many of the patent medicines at
present in use throughout the State will
not have their formulae handed in to the
Health Depariment; and it is obvions fo
anybody that it is the more suecessful of
these patent medicines the formulae of
which will not be handed in to the de-
partment. It is those which are most in
publiec favour the formulae of which will
be withheld from the Health Department.
To bring it home to hon. members let me
read a list of only some of the remedies
which are in daiiy household nse through-
out the State, the sale of which will be
prohibited in Western Australia, if it is
not already prohibited. for I understand
the regulation is being put into effect,
because I have read in the Press that
prosecutions are now proceeding under
this regmlation. The list is as follows:—
Beecham’s Pills, Cockle’s Pills, Elliman's
Embrocation, Eno’s Fruit Salts, Collis-
Brown’s Cllorodyne, Horlick's Malted
Milk, Kay’s Essence of Linseed, Powell's
Balsam of Aniseed, Sanatogen, Single-
ton’s Erye Ointment, Antiphlogistive,
Scott’s Emulsion, St. Jaeob’s (il, Pain-
Killer, Seigel’s Syrup, Benger's Food,
Bonnington’s Irish Moss. Most hon. mem-

bers will realise what a serious thing the
loss of the use of these remedies will be
to the people in towns. To how much
greater extent will their loss act upon
those resident in the country and in the
more remote parts of the State, where
doctors are not available? I do not wish
to pursue that avenne of debate any fur-
ther. I only mention this to show how
very serious this regulation is. What I
want to lknow from the leader of the
Hounse is, do the Government intend to
play the game fairly, or do they intend
to take advantage of the technieality
which apparently thev are taking advan-
tage of? "Will they give this Honse
what this House has undoubtedly a right
te under the Aets which I havg quoted,
namely, an opportunity to eriticise, to
allow or disallow, this regulation which
is of so much importanee to the people
of Western Australia? That is all I ask.
I may say at onee that the leader of the
House has my deepest sympathy in the
very awkward position in which first the
impetuosity and now the obstinacy of one
of his colleagues has placed him, Ha
has my sympathy becanse I eannot be-
lieve that a gentleman as well acguainted
as is Mr. Drew or Mr, Dodd with the re-
mote parts of this State ean for a
moment endorse the aetion taken, an
action which will re-aet so unfavourably
on the constituents of the hon, members
I have named, and which is doing a very
serions injustice in the remote parts of
the State, and which can do a very ques-
tionable amount of good, if any at all.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: And whieh is driv-
ing business into the other States,

Hon., W. KINGSMILL: Quite so. If
the hon. gentleman is willing to give the
House an opportunity of eritieising this
regulation he will be acting as the Gov-
ernment shonld have acted in the first
place. On the other hand if he refuses
to give that opportnnity he will be guilty
of an act of what T ean only eharacterise
as very gross discourtesy. To myself as
the member who gave the notice of mo-
lion it does not matter: it would be ex-
tremely discourteous if the Government
refused me an opportunity of diseussing
the subject, but the discourtesy would be
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mueh greater to this House. 1f the
Government refnse to give such an op-
portunity they will be flouting the Aet,
and they will be guilty of gross dis-
courtesy to this Chamber. [t all depends
on the answer the hon. gentleman gives
to my question as te what action ! shall
take in the future, but 1 may say it is my
intention to proceed as far as the forms
of the House permit with the notice of
motion standing in my name. 1 beg to
move—

That the House do now adjourn,

Hon, Sir K. H. WITTENOOM
{North): [ second the motion,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY {(Hon.
J. M. Drew): There is no doubt this is a
most unfortunate oceurrence. 1 ean
searcely think the hon. member or any
member of the House can come to the
conelusion that the Government have been
guilty of a trick.

Haon. M. L. Mosg: No one suggests that.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No
one was more surprised than the Govern-
ment when they saw an artiele in a metro-
politan newspaper deseribing the aetion
taken ag a trick. It was not a triek, nor
was it intended to be a triek, and it is
very unfortunate that Parliament was ad-
journed for a period which did not per-
mit of the consideration of Mr. Kings-
mill’s mofion. At the same time I cannot
absolve the hon. member himself from
hlame. He is well acqnainted with the
forms of the House, and with the various
Acts of Parliament, and he knew per-
feetly well that if these regulations re-
mained on the Table for 30 days they had
all the foree of law.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: How could he have
stopped them?

The ('OLONTAL SECRETARY: He
could have drawn attention to it when the
motion was made for an adjournment for
a month, and I am sure the leader of the
Honse would have fallen in with the
wishes of the hon. member.

Hon. M. I. Moss: But the remedy is so
simple. You can revoke the regulation
and republish it next week.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I did
not receive intimation of Mr. Kingsmill’s

intention until 3 o'clock this afternoon—
teo late to consult Cabinet, and tuo late
for me to be in a position to give the
House any definite assurance this after-
noon. However, a specific motion has
been made, and I am sure the Goverument
will give it every consideration, and have
the matter thoroughly disenssed. Mr.
Kingsmill wandered from his point, and
proceeded to deal with the demerits of
the regulation. Last session of Parlia-
ment the House agreed without a dis-
sentient voice—if T except Mr. Connolly
—t0 a Bill giving the Governinent specific
power to make this regulntion.
Hon. J. F. Cullen: Rational j ower.

Hon. W, Kingsmill: No; not specifie
JPOWETrS.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes.
Specific powers. and on that oceasion I
clearly explained what the Government
proyosed to do.  Mr. Connolly was the
only member who spoke on the subject,
and he mildly disagreed with the course
we proposed to follow, but offered no
strong objection to it, and the Bill went
through, giving us all these powers with
the knowledge of every member present.
ANl T ean do now is to submit the question
for the econsideration of Cabinet. and I
shall do it at the earliest opportunity, and
will subsequently make a statement to the
House.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Will the o
member recommend to the Government
that the regulation be withdrawn and re-
pazetted?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I
eannot state what recommendation I shall
make.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL (in reply): If
no other hon. member wishes to speak T
only have to rise to record myv apprecia-
tior of the manner of the hon. memher’s
explanation and my dissatisfaction
with the matter of it. T wish the
hon. member eould have been a little more
definite; I do indeed. He realises that
this is a most unfortunate ocenrrence. He
says that the Government have not been
ouilty of a trick. They ean best prove that
in the manner which has been pointed out
by several hon. members, namely, by with-
drawing this regulation and re-gazetiing
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it, in order that this House will have an
opportunity of expressing an opinion
upon it, an opinion which will have some
weight. 1 am very much dissatisfied in-
deed that the honourable zentleman did
not give us a more definite assurance.
Perhaps under the cirenmstances, and
considering the fact that he had such very
short notice—yet he must pdwit that as
soon as 1 made up my mind to take this
course, 1 took the earliest opportunity of
informing him of it, although there is no
obligation on me so to do, but I did adopt
that eourse and he got the information of
what [ intended to do praetically as soon
as I had made up my mind, I bope that
ihe Minister will lay this protest before
Cabinet and that they will do nothing ex-
cept what is absolutely right for them to
do, not take advantage of what the Min-
ister himself has described as an unfor-
tunate oecurrence, not let the publie he-
lieve and confirm the impression which
has mone forth that this is a trick on the
part of the Government, but will with-
draw the regulation and re-gazette it. If
the Government, now that the aspeet of
affairs has been plainly pointed out to
them, vefuse to give this House an oppor-
tonity of expressing an opinion on this
regulation, there ean be no donbt what-
ever, in spite of what the hon. member
gays, 1hat this is a trick and not an un-
fortunate oceurrence.

Hon. N. G. Gawler: What about the
prosecntions?

Hon, M. T.. Moss: They ought to be
stopped.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: I know no-
thing about that. those who are being
prosecuted c¢an look after themselves.
What I want to maintain is the undonbted
right of this House to what this Aet gives
it, namely, the right to annul or allow the
regulation which we are now diseussing.
Under the eircumstances, and again ex-
pressing my regret that the Minister ean-
not give ws any more definite assurance,
and again expressing the convietion that
it the Government do not now withdraw
the reeulation and re-gazette it, it will be
a confirmation of the publie opinion that
this is a triek on the part of the Gov-
ernment, 1 beg to withdraw the motion.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

MESSAGE—ASSEXNT TO SUPPLY
BILL.
Message from His Excellency the Gov-
ernor received and read assenting to Sup-
ply Bill {No. 1), £1,324,130.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Second Day.
Debate resumed from the 26th June.

Hon. M. L. MOSS (West): From the
Governor's Speech delivered something
over a mouth ago, I have endeavoured
to exiraet what might be designated the
policy of the Government, but I have
failed to find anything in the nature of a
policy contained in the Speeeh with the
exception of the reappearance of some old
familiar friends which I will allude to
presently. The rest of tie Speech is so
nmuch padding. It may only be a coin-
cidence that at the time the Governor’s
Speech was prepared the Labour Con-
gress had pnot been in session and no in-
structions had been given to the Ministry
as to what words were to be put into
the mouth of His Excellency. Further
than that, althomgh some considerable
time has elapsed sinee the Governor's
Speech was delivered, and a Labour Con-
gress has sent forth its fiat, there has
been no pre-sessional speech by the Pre-
mier, 50 to a large extent we arve groping
in the dark as to what the future policy
of the Government is to be. Since Par-
liament last assembled a most important
matter dealing with the Government of
this State has been the subject of con-
siderable publiec diseussion, I allude to
the referenda proposals which were be-
fore the people of this State during the
reeent Commonwealth elections, It may
not be out of place to remark that in
1911 these or similar questions were sub-
mitted to the people of Australia to pass
judgment upon., and it is an extraordin-
ary thing that in 1911 we found hon.
gentlemen who are now members of the
Ministry out in the length and breadth of
this couniry opposing these proposals.
They were then satisfied that the pro-
posals were in the worst interests of
Western Australia: they were then satis-
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fied that the carrying of these questions
would mean dealing a very serious blow
to State government in Western Aus-
tralia; they knew perfectly well at that
time that the passing of these questions
and the making of them part of the Fed-
eral Constitution would turn the hands of
the cloek back to a large exient in coun-
nection with the general work of the de-
velopment of this eountry. But a great
change eame over these gentlemen between
1911 and 1913, for we found these gentle-
men who were so sirenunously opposed to
this line of poliey in 1911 vigorvusly sup-
porting it in 1913. Is it a fair eomment
to make that between 1911 and 1913 they
were compelled through the powers of an
outside body, namely, the congress I have
just alluded to, to give their whole-hearted
support to these referenda proposals, not
becanse they were in the best interests
of Western Australia, but because the
Labour party throughout Australia
thought they were in the best interests
of the Labour party of Australia ? The
benefits or detriment to Western Aus-
tralia were never considered by these
gentlemen in the support they gave to
the referenda proposals in 1913. One
hon. gentleman who adorns the present
Ministry has been af great pains through-
out this country to explain the reason
for this political somersanlt. He stated
that he had become converted on aecount
of the obstruetion of the Legislative Coun-
cil. He was hard pressed for reasons
wlhen he was induced to turn this political
somersault, but nevertheless, this was the
reason assigned, that on account of the
obstruction of the Legislative Council he
had thrown over the poliey he had advo-
eated in 1911 and had in 1913 advocated a
poliey which in my judgment, and T am
glad to say in the judgment of a large
proportion of the thinking publie of Aus-
tralia was bighly detrimental to State
progress throughont the Commonwealth.
The acensation against this House was
uxfounded as was well known by the
person who made the aeeusation, and at
the cost of a certain amount of repeti-
fion of arguments I have unsed in times

gone by, I intend later on to recite a list
of the varions measures to which this

Fouse has given its concurrence and
which are now on the Statute book, and
to point out how little this Chamber has
ohstrueted the legislation of either party
in politics and we will see the reasons
which have actuated us in taking the
stand we have taken. It is unfortunate
that the majority of the people in West-
ern Australia should bave thought fit to
vote for the referenda proposals, becanse
if there is one part of Australia which
will sufier seriously as regards this blow
at State rights and State government, it
is Western Australia. Sitnated as we are
sueh o greot distance away from the
other States and represented as we are
by such a small number of members in
the House of Representatives, it is sur-
prising to me that such o large number
of votes were cast in favour of the re-
ferenda proposals. I ean only attribute
it to the fact that there is a large section
of the public in this eountry who have
very litfle interest in it beyond the fact
that they draw wages. If certain indus-
tries peter out they would find it easy
to get out of this State, and there is a
want of sympathy between them and
those whose lot is cast in the more
settled parts of this country, and they
give their vole with less regard to the
consequences than do the people in
the settled parts of the State. In
speaking on the Address-in-Reply, I have
not usually resorted to auoting a very
larg number of figures; I will not do so
at any very great length this after-
noon, but I think it highly necessary in
the interests of this country that a few
fizures of great imporianee to the coun-
try should be prominently referred to at
this junecture. The figures I am quoting
from are in the latest monthly Statistical
Abstract, and refer to the 30th June, 1913,
the end of the last financial year. Our
revenue per capila was £14 18s. 9d., and
our expenditure per capita was £15 11s.
2d. We bave, therefore, during the last
vear spent 12s, 5d. per head, man, woman,
and child, over and above the revenne we
Lave received. In the Statistical Abstract
the population on the 30th June is shown
to have been 313,428, Tn round numbers
that means we are going astern to the tune



42 [COUNCIL.]

of £190,000 a year. These figures are to
be found on page 6 of -the Statistical Ab-
stract. When the present Government
took office in October, 1911—and these
figures will be found in the twelfth table
on page G of the Abstract—there was a
surplus in the Treasury of £13,000. On
the 13th June, 1913, there was a defi-
cieney of £311,515. The Government or
the country has gone astern in the 21
moonths that the present Government have
been in office to the extent of £324,515, or
we have gone astern month after month
to the tune of £14,500. During this time
our State revenue has largely increased.
Qur deficit for the year, aceording to these
published figures, is £190,404, but T pause
here to make this statement: In 1909 we
amended the Fremantle Harbour Trust
Act as a result of the authorisation of the
eonstruetion of a dock at Fremantle. In
that 1909 amendment of the Fremantle
Harbour Trust Act, provision was made
for the imposition of a harbonr improve-
ment rate of 6d. per ton on all earge
brought over the wharves at Fremantle.
That rate was to provide interest and
sinking fund on the cost of the consirue-
tion of that dock, so that the Consolidated
Revenue shonld not be burdened to the
extent of one fraction while the dock was
being constructed, The money raised by
that harbour improvement rate was not
put into Consolidated Revenue for a very
good reason; it was there to be available
as it was required for the purpose of meet-
ing the obligations in conneetion with the
coustruction of that doek. It did so, and
it provided a surplus of some £30,000—
I am talking in round numbers. That
£30,000 remained presumably in a trust
account in the Treasury, and if we exam-
ine the figures in the return dealing with
the Fremantle Harbour Trust, we will
find that the revenue has been very con-
siderably swollen by this £30,000 being
paid into Consolidated Revenue and the
deficiency for the year, instead of being
£190,404, is in reality £220.000. I quote
these figures, beeause I think it is time the
public men of this State did something
to arvest this deficit which is being piled
up month after month and year after year.
It has been said by a Minister that the

presetit eondition of affairs is largely due
to the fact that land rents are considerably
in arvear. That explanation will not do,
Lecanse at the time the Budget Speech
was delivered and the Estimates iere
framed, due provision was made for those
rents remaining outstanding. The losses
are occurring in this way: according to
the Treasurer’s estimate when he deliversd
the Budget Speech, and aecording to the
business which the railways have done, the
figures during last year are £73,628 less
than the estimate, and the State steamers
are responsible for a deficiency of
£31,791 on the Treasurer’s estimate.
These two enterprises are short of the
Treasurer’s estimate by £110,419. The
Statistical Abstract, in dealing with the
railways, gives no figures beyond 1912,
and the figures I last quoted have been
obtained from the local Press. A very
serious position arises, and hon. members
who will take the trouble to look at page
27 of the Abstract will find that out for
themselves. In 1911 the railways paid in-
terest and sinking fund on the cost of
construction and they contributed as aid
to the Consolidated Revenue 1.87 per cent,
on the eost of construction. In 1911 this
amount of 1.87 per cent—and that re-
presented in figares £224.441—was of
great assistance to the Consolidated Rev-
enue, but in 1912 that had gone down to
77 per cent. and the £224,441 was re-
duced to £101,074. The 1913 figures are
not given in the -lbstract, but we know
that the railway receipts were below the
estimate by £78,628. What econtribution
can we expect in 1913 ggwards the other
services of the Stafe from the railwavs?
Of course we know what bas been largely
responsible for this loss. The Govern-
ment came into office pledged to raise the
wages of unskilled labourers on the rail-
ways. I never would object to giving
this increase if it would do any good to
unskilled labour, but it is gquite obvious
that the eost of produetion increased also,
and the result is that these men have not
benefited because of that. The cost of
production is increased and the burden
has been passed on. This is a very serious
position. The railways bhave been aiding
the other services to the tune of nearly a
quarter of a million, and those were the
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figures for the year ended the 30th June,
1911, whereas to-day it is almost cbvicus
that, with the big deficit thaf there was in
1912 and the loss in 1913, if the railways
are payving interest on the cost of con-
straetion and sinking fund, it is as much
as they are doing. Just a word about
the steamers. These were, as hon. mem-
hers know, purchased without Parliament-
ary authority on the eve of Parliament
meeting. That was a departure the Gov-
erntnent were not justified in making and
so seriously did this House view the posi-
tion that members took the extraordinary
proeedure of passing an amendment to
the Address-in-reply last session. When
a Government intends to embark upon
new enterprises, clearly it is their obvious
duty to ecome into the open and ask both
Houses to give legislative sanction to the
departure. That was not done in this
case. They knew that this House wounld
not agree to the Government embarking
on such a scheme. Now we see where it
has landed them. On the figures pub-
lished up to the 30th June—and hon.
members, in order to find that I am not
misquoting them, can look at page 5 and
Tables 8 and 9 of the Statistical Abstract
and they will see them there for them-
selves—it will be seen that the expenditure
in conneetion with the steamers dpring
that year ran into £88,446 while the rev-
enue received was £66,193. The loss on
the basis of receipts and expenditure was
£22253, The House is aware that dur-
ing last session an Act was passed ealled
“The Government Trading Concerns Act,”
and in respeet of certain matters con-
tained in that measure I have to-day asked
“eerfain  questions of the Government.
That Act provides that interest and sink-
ing fund on loan moneys expended in con-
nection with these ventures must be
charged in the balanee-sheet against them,
and that an amount must be allowed for
depreciation of assets—a most important
item when dealing with old steamers,
charges for use of Government depart-
ments, interest and sinking fund to be
charged on the capital provided out of
revenue, and then ordinary outstandings
in the way of liabilities; and I suppose
against that there would he moneys that
the Shipping Department received—these,

and other things, must be accounted for.
You take interest and sinking fund on
the money utilised in the purchase of these
steamers, approximating £100,000—and
generally 4 per eent. is allowed for the
money and ¥ per cent. for a sinking
fund, making £4.500—and I may say I
am quoting people who know what they
are talking about when I mention that for
old ships at least 1¢ per cent. should be
allowed for depreeiation,. which wonld
mean anpther £10,000. That wounid he
£14,500 to be added to the £22,233, which
was the loss already quoted. I have dis-
counted liberally the amount that should
be allowed in respect of interest and sink-
ing fund on these loan monevs and the
depreciafion of the assets, and having
done that the total loss last year cannot
be less than £33,000. That is roughly
£3,000 a month. Here is rather an in-
teresting extract taken from the West
Australian on the 26th April this year.
It was a speech made by Mr. Figher in
Brisbane, and it says—

At a meeting to-night in the Town
Hall the Prime Minister briefly touched
upon the land tax and announced that
his Government, if returned to power,
would continue its colleetion. He men-
tioned he had received a telegram in
reference to the reported statement of
Mr. Joseph Cook that the West Aus.
tralian Labour Government had lost in
one month £2,000 on the (Government
steamers and £6,000 on the State hotels.
The acting Premier of Western Aus-
tralia had been questioned on both and
had replied that Mr. Cook’s statement
was untrue.

It is untrue in the sense that £2,000 is
being lost, because on a low estimate I
made it £3,000. Mr. Fisher denied that
£2,000 a month had been lost. The fact
is that every time the sun goes down and
rises £100 is lost to this State in connee-
tion with the running of these boats, and
when we think that this amount would
find work for 230 men employed at
8. a day it will be seen that it
is an expensive luxury to the State. Is it
not some justifieation for the siep this
House took last session, and would it not
be strong justification for any Parliament
to object to the Government embarking
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on such a venture when this is going to be
an annually recurring loss? Efforts were
made by & contributor to the columns of
the West Australian, who wrote under
the name ‘‘Observer,” to get information
on behalf of the public with regard to the
steamship service, and the Colonial Secre-
tary stated this—

My critic says I was evasive. There
was no evasion on my part but there
was a straight-ont refusal to supply
him with any information which wonld
help our rivals to gain an inside know-
ledge of the workings of the business.
In that course I shall endeavour to per-
severe to the end.

1 am pot worrying about the rivals; I am
worrying about getting definite informa-
tion from the Minister for the purpose
of satisfying hon. members in this House
-and the people in the country. It is too
expensive a luxury altogether; it is eost-
ing vs £30,000 a year or more, and the
country can do with the expenditure of
1hat money in other directions. Assuming
for a moment that the figures I have
qnoted are wrong, I want the Minister,
when he replies, to give us the fullest in-
formation, and not shield himself under
the cloak that he is giving information
away to his rivals. If the country em-
barks on undertakings of this kind we
must know the worst, and it is the Min-
ister’s duty to give the information to the
people. There is a Commission sitting,
making eertain inquiries into the running
of the Steamship Department. It was
only intended that they should inquire
into certain transactions that Mr. Holmes
referred to, bhut that is not the kind of
inquiry which shonld be held. It may
turn out with regard to Mr. Holmes’ com-
plaints that he has been barking up the
wrong tree and the Commission then will,
to a certain extent, have proved itself to
be a white-washing machine. We should
bave an inquiry into the whole of the
transactions of the department, but 1
want to sny. with regard to the personnel
of the Commission which is sitting now,
that it was hardly fair that it should be
composed of civil servanis, with the ex-
ception of Mr. Frank Nicholas, and to
expect these men to give a fearless finding

when they are really sitting in judgment
upon the Ministry of the day. A Com-
mission necessary to inquire into the op-
eration of the Shipping Department I
think should be an independent body, un-
tettered by Ministerial control; in faet,
a Commission compoesed of persons from
outside the State would have been better.
That is the kind of (ommission which
should have been asked to conduct this in-
quiry.  Why were these steamers pur-
chased? In the West Adustralian of the
26th April there is a report of an inter-
view between Mr. Scaddan and some per-
son in London—or probably he was ad-
dressing some audience—and he stated—
The object of the steamship ser-
vice is to bring down stock from
the North-West of the State (whieh
is about the same as bringing it
from Russia to this ecountry) and
it is to break up a small com-
bine of three or four firms who eontrol
the traffic and who have prevented other
growers from sending down their stock,
while at the other end they were able to
control the price at which the goods
were sold. With the three large trans-
port steamers owned by the State and
by the establishment of State butchers’
shops and grocers’ shops we bave been
ablt to rveduce very cousiderably the
price of meat and produce, and when
we have control of the complete eoastal
shipping service we shall be able to go

a great deal further.

We are only at the beginning of a very
bad husiness. A complete coastal ship-
ping service is the objeetive of the Gov-
erument. Tt was in order to deal with
the traffic and to break up a comhine of
three or four persons who are in control,
and now we find that the Government’s
higgest enstomers are these very men.

Hon. W, Kingsmill: They are the only
enstomers,

Hon. M. L. MOSS: Yes, practieally the
only customers. It wonld not he proper
for me to mention the names of the firms;
but T know that the three or four firms
the Government were hitting at are the
hest eustomers of the Government and
without them there would he practieally
nothing for the Government to do.
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Hon. R, G. Ardagh: Why do they
travel by the Governmeni steamers?

Hon. W, Patriek: They -are
cheaper.

Hon. J. F'. Cullen: Swealing prices.

Hon, M. L. MOSS: I eannot answer
that guestion. These big men in the past
were cattle owners and charterers of ves-
sels and they were also retailers, but, with
the operation of the Arbitration Act and
the hundred and one regunlations made to
prevent them doing this thing and another
thing with their employees, they eame to
the conclusion that it was impossible to
run these retail shops at a profit, and it
is well known that these big firms stopped
running the retail shops long before the
Government went into the business. The
result is that in most of these shops men
who were previouslv the managers for the
big people are now the proprietors, and
one has only to consult the Traders’
Guazette to see that in many instances
those former managers are running the
business under bills of sale. The big men
arve supplying the eattle as in the past,
and many of them, instead of chartering
ships, find it ntbre advantageons to send
their eattle down by the Government
boats. Now, what is happening at the
present time is this: on Tuesday at Fre-
mantle there is a sale of eattle by publie
auction, and on Wednesday in the same
place there is a sale of sheep by public
auction, and one of the conditions is that
the purchasers must pay cash in three
days. It is quite a commuon oceurrence
to find the litfle man bidding at the sales
for his cattle, and the Government nom-
inee competing with bhim in the same
market. At Fremantle recently the Gov-
ernment opened one of their State butcher
shops, and it would have heen worth some-
thing to me if there had heen a photo-
grapher close handy during the first few
days the place was open, for I wiinessed
Copley’s eart unloading careases of mut-
ton and beef and carrying them inside
for sale in the Government butcher shop.
Thus not only are the Government earry-
ing the big man’s beef from the North,
but they are going to him for supplies to
sell in their own State shops. On the
other hand the Government are eompeting

mueh

against the little man, who has to pay
cash in three days for his meat, and if
the little man cannot make it pay, the
Government are not going to make it pay
in the way they run these businesses.
The resnlt will be that the little man may
go to the wall, and there will be a
repefition in the State butcher shops of
exnctly what bas taken place in regard
to the running of the State steamers. No
wonder there are proposals to increase
the income tax in this ecountry! Who are
benefiting by the establishment of State
buteher shops? A eertain section of the
publie who are living in the vieinity of
the shops and who choose to go to them
and carry home their own meat will get
a certain amount of benefit, but until
within the last few days when shops have
been estahlished at Fremantle and Subiaco
there was no State buteher shop outside
of Perth; and is it fair that a small sec-
tion of people should get their meat at
a fair price when the whole State has to
pay the loss that arises through the run-
ning of these establishmenis? The Gov-
ernment must intend in the end to runm
these shops in every settlement through-
out the country, and it is necessary that
a strone protest should be made; we ean
do nothing else. This business will not
end at butchers’ shops; grocers’ shops are
coming, and in the end we will all be
down to the one level of Government
servants drawing wages.

Hon. R. G. Ardach :

Hon. M. T. MOSS : Yes. true_soeial-
iem. The steamers are makinz a loss.
The bntchers shops may resolt in a loss
—we have not had the fignres vet—and
up to date we are henefitting only a few
people in the populnas centres of Perth
and Fremantle. T do not wish to suggest
that the Government started the shops in
these big centres hecanse there are more
voters there, but it cercainly looks as if
that was the ecase. T think the Govern-
ment have recogmised hy this time that
it is not such an easy matter to supply
the melropolitan market with butcher’'s
meat all the year round. They have pro-
bably found oul by this time that the
large supplies are sitvated at one end

True socialism.
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of the State and the large demand
is at the other end. They have probubly
found out that there is no holding ground
for the stock at this end, and that they
have to sell their stock immediately it is
brought down. What T am ahout to relate
has arisen repeatedly and it will go on.
When the “Kwinana” came on the eoast
to carry stock she replaced another boat,
the “Junee,” belonging to the Adelaide
line. The Junee carried abount GO0 head of
cattle and the ‘‘Kwinana'’ from 800 to
830. Now the market down here is of a
very limited character, I believe that
at North Fremantle to-day meat fetched
an enormous price bheeause there hap-
pened to he very little on the market, but
the “*“Kwinana’’ will be in presently with
800 bullocks, and this is what will hap-
pen : There will be a eertain number of
cattle on the ‘*Kwinana’’ belonging to
the small man whom the Government are
anxious to protect, and the result is that
sinece that steamer has been ecarrving
~attle on the coast the little men are gei-
ting much smaller prices for their stock
than when they were in the hands of the
three or four large firms.

Eon. E. McLarty : Some of them got
nathing at all.

Hon. M. L. MOSS : T have it on no
less an anthority than Mr. MeLarty that
some of these small men get nothing at
all for their stock.. Very well, then,

Hon. R, G, Ardagh: That is as much
as thev had before.

Hon. M. L. MOSS : No, the hon. men-
ber does not know what he is talking
about. 1 want to point out something
else to show how these shops are being
run. In order to cheapen the price of
meat the ‘*Kwinana’’ was sent to New
Zealand with a load of jarrak, with the
result that she eame into the Kimberley
season this year six weeks late, and in
consequence the market was bare of stock
and the cattle went up to £23 per hend
instead of £12. Many head sold as high
as £20, and some of them during the ab-
sence of the **Kwinana’’ fetehed (23,
In due conrse the ““Kwinana’’ returned
to the coast and brought down in one
shipment 856 head of cattle, with the re-

sult that prices dropped from the abnor-
mal sum of £23 to practically a nominal
price. While the ship was away she was
docked, and one would have thought that
having done that trip to New Zealand
and having been docked in the liastern
Siates at great cost to the State she
would have been fit to do her work, but
when she reached Fremantle her boilers
were in such a wretched eonditivn that
it took ten days to put her right before
she went to Derby. Then instead of
bringing down fat ecattle for the market
she brought ‘‘stores’’ for Yandanooka
which the Government honght frors Em-
anuel Brothers and Phillips. In conse-
quence the market was again short of
cattle, up went the price of meat, and
the small retailer had once more to pay
famine prices. Hon. members can under-
stand who is paying the loss on the e¢hoap
meat that the Government retail to the
public under these conditions. If a pri-
vate company is ronning a ship she dis-
charges her stock, and is off again the
next day. There is no such thing as the
vessel being left 10 days at Fremantle be-
fore going off on her work, but the
“Kwinana' lost ten days at Fremantle,
she was six weeks on the New Zealand
trip, and was eight weehs late for the
Kimberley season. T will tell {he Liouse
later on what that means. Then u:zain,
the Government purchased three or four
thousand buillocks from the Bovril Com-
pany. It is necessary when ane wanls to
lift eattle from the Northern Territory
that ihey shall be lifted before Novem-
ber, becanse they cannot be moved when
the smnmer raing have sel in. The Gov-
ernment  sieamers lifted 150 of tliese
cattle and loaded them on to the ‘*Kwin-
ana,’’ buf when they were on the vessel
a Government Stock Inspeetor pro-
nounced them to be saffering from pleuro
and wonld not allow them to be takern
uway, and they had to be disembarked.
They had heen allowed on to the boat
with clean eattle, and bad that occurred
on a vessel owned by a private company,
nnder the Stock Diseases Aet the whole
of the ecattle and the ship would have
been declared infected and placed under

restrietion, but this being a Government
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steamer the cattle suffering from pleuro
were just takea off again. Now with re-
gard to the ‘“Western Australia,’” per-
haps the Colonial Seeretary will contra-
dict me it I am wrong in any of the fol-
lowing facts: This boat was fitted in the
old country to carry catfle. Her fittings
were consiructed of soft wood, and I un-
derstand were condemned by Captain
Rogers, the master of the ship, from time
to time. The sanitary fittings of the ship
are almost useless. A large nomber of men
approximating 80, were employed on the
ship doing necessary alterations and re-
pairs, yet the Colonial Secretary last
session stated that the amount spent on
the vessel from the time of her arrival
in Western Australian waters 1o the
time al wiich he spoke was only £20.
Wil the Minister give a fair account of
the expenditure on that ship from the
time of her arrival in Western Austra-
lian waters to the present time? This
was u ship which was lying in Copen-
hagen for two vears before she was pur-
chased by this Government, and it elearly
indicates that she was a commercial fail-
ure when she was idle at Copenhagen for
two years at a time when tonnage was in
greater demand than it had ever been
previousiv. Tt will be neeessary very
shortly to send the ‘“Western Austra-
lia” to the Eastern States for docking,
and it will be interesting to know what
the docking will cost, and how mueh has
heen spent on her from the time she came
here. The Speech indicates that we
are to expect a Bill for the re-
form of the Legislative (louncil. We
know perfectly well what is the ob-
jective of the Labour Party in that

direction. TUpon many platforms it
has heen stated from time to time
that the franchise of the TUpper

House is to be reduced, with a view to
the ultimate abolition of this Chamber.
This Couneil has been aeensed of being
a barrier against reform. Most unfair
attacks have been wmade upon it, and they
were continued with great vehemence
during ihe recent referenda campaign.
I have in the past recited in this House
and elsewhere many of the proposals for

reforms which were submitted to Parlia-

ment from time to time, and which this
House has cheerfully given its assent to.
Those people who are so ready to atiack
this Chamber always keep in the back
ground the great strides the State has
made in social reform, and the many im-
portant prozressive measures that have
heen passed, many of them aetually
originating in this Chamber, and none ol
them capable of reaching the Stafuie
Book if this House bad not given its con-
surrence.

Hon, W. Kingsmill: One gentleman
said this Ilouse had been forced to do so.

Hon, M. L. MOSS: As a very old mem-
ber of the Chamber I am inclined to think
that there are encugh members in this
House who have fairly strong opinions
of their own not to be forced to do any-
thing other than they believe to be in
the best interests of the country. “When
we look at such measures as Industrial
Arbitration, the Workers’ Compeusation
Act, Employers’ Liability Aect, the Aect
that legalises trades unions, and enables
provident societies to be started; the
Electoral Aet in this State has been
amended and altered from time to time
to sunit the altered requiremenls of the
countrv; there has heen a redistribution
of seats as the requirements of the coun-
try demanded, there has been payment of
members and increased payment of mem-
bers when asked for, laws giving exemp-
tions in rent distress, the imposition of
dividend duties at a {ime when there was
no income taX imposed in this country,
and when an income tax did eome along
it was imposed first with considerable ex-
emptions, and afterwards it came along
imposing exemptions, and a very heavy,
erushing, sliding seale and as the incomes
inereased in amount so did the tax; there
have been early closing laws passed, and
Factories Acts, Acts regulating the mining
industry and when the constitution
under which the Legislative Council exists
was given to us it was a nominee chamber,
and it has hecome elective, the franchise
has been reduced more than once, laws
providing for the proper accommodation
for sheavers, the Workers’ Homes Act
and the Truck Aet, and the Act providing
for a lien for workmen's wages, and a
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hosi of other measures that ean be men-
tioned, is it a fair thing to state on publie
platform after public platform that this
House is a barrier to reform? What are
some of the things that this House has
so slronucusly opposed? We opposed
the Esperanee Railway.

Ion, J. Cornell: I hope you will not
oppose il again.

Hon. M, L. MOSS: We opposed the
Esperance Railway because I presume we
considered it in the best interesis of the
country to prevent a wicked aste of
noney in connection with a work which
was nof required. We opposed last ses-
sion an Amended Income Tax Assessment
Act which contained in it highly eonfisea-
tory clauses, and clauses which were un-
fair in lhe extreme, a Bill which was in-
tended to make taxation retraspective
against eompanies when there was no in-
come tax against private individoals. It
would be out of place for me to refer to
many seandalous provisions in the mea-
sure, Iade a speech last session in sup-
port of throwing out the Income Tax Bill
and I notice that we have an Income Tax
Bill foreshadowed in the @overnor's
Speeeh, and if it is to be a repetition of
the measure which was hefore us last
session I shall wse my influence, as no
doubt other members will unse their in-
fluence. to prevent the Bill finding its way
upon ihe statute-hook of this State, We
prevented the establishment of a Publie
Works Committee which would enable the
Minisiry to appnint three or four more
Cabinet Ministers and which would have
added very muech to the cost of adminis-
tering the affairs of the country. and
which wonld have been absolutely of no
use. We opposed a Mines Regulation Bill,
and I believe no one is more thankful, if
they zave a candid opinion, than the mem-
bers of the present Government them-
selves that the Bill was thrown out. Ii
would have made it almost impossible to
carry on the mining industry. Through
an unfortunate disagreement between the
two Houses the Inrigalion Bill did not
find its way upon the statute-book, but
that is not the way which the matter has
been put by Ministers when speaking
throughout the eountry. One Minister
said that through the Legislative Council

they bad to stop ecertain works in con-
nection with irrigation in the South-West.
I am sineerely anxious, and T am sure
a majority of mewnbers of ihis House is
sincerely anxious, that this Bill chall find
its way wpon the statote-hook. I hope
that we shall be able to come 1o lerms with
another place. 1 shall be willing to eon-
cede a good deal in order that (lis im-
portant guestion shall Ye dealt with this
session. It is a wrong thing in a country
like this where water is such a valuable
asset that the common law in regard to
the yights of water should continue to pre-
vail, The riparian owners on the streams
Liave certain rights, but it is obviong that
many millions of gallons of water are
going to waste every year, and the common
law in regard in the rights of water
remains intaet. I hope ibat we shall
be able to place on the statute-book
A law which will enable a hoard or
somehody to deal with the malier in a
proper manner. It is a serions matter.
When we look at the figures we find that
to-day we are still sending out of the
eonntry £312,470 per annum for bacon,
hams, tongues, butter, cheese, cgzgs, and
tinned milk, and in wheat, flour, onts, oat-
meqal, malt, bran and pollard, potatoes
and onions £277,900. In round figures
a million of money is going out of the
country, which if half that is said about
the South-West is true ihe whole of these
products can he grown, and a great deal
more if the water is conserved and used
in a proper way. I hope the Flonse will
see that it is an important thing to con-
cede something wilh regard to this Irri-
eation Bill. Tt will not do for this Cham-
her to demand too much and it will not
do for another place also to stand too
much on its dignity. “There must be a
reasonable effort made on bolh sides to
put this Bill on lhe statute-book, and T
promise the Government that I will de
all T can to get the Bill hronght into law.
Atone the measnres projected is a new
Elerlora! Bill. T shall say nothing about
it until T see what the nature of the mea-
sure is. We are promised a Redistribu-
tion of Seats Bill. This Government be-
fore it hecame a Guovernment, when it
went to the eleclors complained of the
measure passed by the last Parliament,
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and part of the election pledges was that
if returned to power the Government
would introduce a Redistribution of Seats
Bill, and one of the promises made was
that the member for North Fremantle
should be given his seat again in the
Legislative Assembly.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: To revert to the
«ld state of affairs,

Hon. M, L. MOSS: I do not know if
we can do that the way in which the popa-
lation shifts abewt in this ecomntiry, I
should be glad if North Fremaitle eonld
get its member. I stated in the West
Province that the people only wanted
inst what they are entitled to, and I wonld
do what I could to assist them. They
do not want more and they shonld not
receive less, It will be a diffieult matter
to give North Fremantle its member back
again. If the distriet is to hs bounded
as it was prior to the Redistribntion of
Seats Aect coming into fores it will be
necessary to take the district a long way
into Cottesloe, Cottesloe Beach, and per-
haps as far as Claremont. Still there will
be a great disparity between nuinbers in
the electorates. The West Provinee eon-
tains according to the meonthly statistical
abstract 4,126 voters and the Metropoli-
tan-Suburban Provinee 12,000 voters and
the Metropolitan Provinee 8,000 voters,
and while, of eourse, this representation
cannot be entirely viewed from the stand-
point of a population basis

Hon. J. Cornell: Do you believe in one
man one value?

Hon. M. L. MOSS: I do not intend
{0 answer that question now, but we ecan
consider the matter when the Bill comes
along. T point out to the Govern-
ment the difficulty of carrying out
their election pledges given before they
became a Ministry. Then we have
the Imitiative and Referendum, IWe have
had numbers of examples of important
public questions heing submiited to the
people, and the people never understand-
ing them, I state that 5 per eent. of the
people of Western Australia did not un-
derstand the Federal Constitution when
they voted on the question of joining fed-
eration. No one contemplated the wide
powers that the measure contained and

not 5 per cent. understood the extent of
the guestions submitted lo them during
the reecent Federal elections. In my
Judgment it is a bad thing indeed to sub-
mit to the people questions which are
decided, not on the relative merits of the
arguments adduced one way or the other,
but according to the principles advocated
by political parties. The right place for
these questions to be discussed is in this
Chamber, and in another place, After
mombers have been before their censtifu-
ents and have expressed their opinions
you get the consideration of the measures
which have been brought before the elec-
tors, and we have tmembers’ opinions sub-
jeet to opinions expressed in the Press;
and we have cool argutment on both sides,
and in that way the law should be decided
and shonld not be submifted to the peo-
ple. It is not unfair to say that when
these difficult questions are submitied the
people do not understand them.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: The hon. mem-
ber distrusts the people then.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: I do not distrust
the people; I say the questions are so
difficult that a majority of the people de
not nnderstand tbhem.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Then you do dis-
trost the people.

Hon: M. L. MOSS: TYes, I distrust
their judgment. Will the member say
that the people, or anvihivg like a ma-
Jority of the people, understood the Fed-
eral Constitntion Act in all iis bearings
when they voted upon it. They knew
that they were voting on certain large
national questions, but, tell me, taking
the Braddon Section, for instanee as an
illustration of what I am talking about,
will yon tell me the pecple thoroughly
understood, thronghout Australia, that
after ten years the Federal Parliament
could decide how much of the revenue
should be given to the States, and that if
it wished the Federal Government could
deprive the States of all of the revenne.
Of conrse a large number of the people
did understand this point, but that is
probably one of the questions easily un-
derstood. But the far-reaching nature
of the questions which were recently snb-
mitted to the people, if is quite obvious to
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me from a discussion with hundreds of
members of the publie that they did net
understand them, and that they obviously
voted on party lines, That is very unde-
sirable in my opinion. In 1911 Parlia-
ment passed the present Licensing Aect.
This question of the control of liguor is
a diffieult question for any community to
commence to deal with, but the Licensing
Aet of 1911 was considered a fair and
legitimate compromise on the question.
There was to be a postponement for a
certain number of years of the question
of no-license. There was to be, when
that question of no-licence was voled on,
a three-fifths majority in favour of total
abolition. 'We are told now when only
two years of the period has elapsed that
this question is to be put into the melting
pot again, and the proposal is that a
majority of the people shall be entitled
te decide, and presumably to decide at
once, whether the question of ne-licence is
to be part of the law of the country. I
think it very unfair indeed after a legis-
lative eompromise has been arrived at
that any attempt should be made to deal
with the question at this juncture. I am
sure it must be & matter of great regret
to everybody in the ecommunity to find
that, after the trouble that both Houses
of Parliament have taken to put what was
considered to be the best possible measure
dealing with industrial troubles on the
statute-book, that measure has not yet
had an cpportunity of having a fair trial
It is a matter of great regret to me that
judges aparently find themselves in the
position they do. Mr., Justice Burnside
has not np to the present been able to
devote any time fo the settlement of the
disputes awaiting his eonsideration and
the large number of breaches of awards
that are alleged to have heen made. X
was glad, however, to see in the Daily
News this afternoon that the civil service
appeals are to be abandoned for the time
being so that Mr. Justice Burnside may
be able to go into the ecountry and deal
with these industrial disputes. It is a
fortunate thing, with regard fo the pro-
jeeted trouble on the goldfields, that the
compulsory conference was able to deal
satisfactorily with that matter, and T am

>

glad that colleagues of mine in this House
were able to do so mueh to stop the occur-
rence of further trouble on the goldfields.
As it was claimed that the Government
came back from the counfry with » strong
mandate from the people to put this Aect
on the statuie-book, I did iy best, with
others, to make it as workable as pos-
sible, to eliminate ohjeclionable features
from it, and to come Lo a fair compromise
with another place. I think some effort
must be made to deal with these questions
and to deal with them rapidly. One of
the worst things that can ocenr is that
justice shonld be meted out in a
tardy manner; it should be dealt out
in a speedy maunner, I know the Gov-
ernment are alive to the necessity of
these disputes being dealt with, and,
althongh I do not think it is necessary
to appoint a fifth judge to do it, even
if the appointment of a fifth judge were
necessary, the expenditure would be a
small item in eomparison with the dire
results whieh will oceur to this State if
there is any serious industrial upheaval.
I contended for a good many years in
another place and here that the Courts of
Quarier Session should be abolished, as
they have been abolished long agoe in
other parts of Australia. At any rate,
whenever a railway taps a district the
judges should go on eircuit and thus avert
the expense of bringing the cases fo
Perth. If the Bench is insufficient to do
that and attend to cases under the arbitra-
fion law, the expenditure in reinforecing
it would be a small matter ecompared with
ithe imporiance of preserving industrial
peace and meting out justice. T eonsider
the position in regard to the State Savings
Bank is very serious. The excess of de-
posits over withdrawals for the year
ended 30th June, 1911, was £502,968, or
over half a millien; in the year 1912 they
tumbled down to £1f8,000: in 1913 they
tumbled down to £34,000 excess of de-
posits over withdrawals. Of course we
know where it has gone. The Common-
wealth Savings Bank has evidently got
the difference between £34,000 and some-
thing , in the vicinity of £700,000,
seeing that our population to-day
is preater than it has been at any
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other period of our history. In Oectober
and November of 1911 I begged the Gov-
ernment, when it was appavent that the
Commonwealth Bank was about to be
constitnted, to remove the control of the
Havings Bank from the post offiee, but
nothing was done; the Government tem-
porised with the Federal anthorities.
Nothing has been done up to the present
moment. There is a certain amount of
sympathy due to the Government in this
connection becanse I realise that the post
office is the one institution most suitable
in order to enable this Savings Bank
Lusiness to be transaeted in the conntry.
l realise the difficulties of c¢hanging the
channel from the post oflice to some
State institution, but an effort should have
been made to preserve to this country the
savings of the people. This money is
borrowed by the Government at three per
cent. The Government are paying on the
market more than four per cent. It stands
to reason that if in 21 months the excess
of deposits over withdrawals has gone
down from half a million to £34,000 a
vear, that presently, instead of there being
an excess of deposits over withdrawals
there will be a large excess of withdrawals
over deposits. No Government can afford
tc look on with equanimity when the
money in the Savings Bank is requived
for the purposes of the Agricultural Bank
for finaneing municipal eorporations, and
for use in various other ways well known
to hon, members; and when we know that
on the 30th June there was £4,431,282
at the credit of depositors in this bank,
all of which available money is wanted
in the development of this conntry, the
Governmeni cannot afford to look on and
let this money slip away. The new Fed-
eral Ministry are not certain that they
can deal with this as a matter of adminis-
tration. The position of the Governor
of the Commaonwealth Bank is that he ean
practically defy the Government unless
Pederal legislation ean he brought in te
alter the position—and we know what
the position of the Federal Government
is without a majority in the Senate.
There is still time for the State Govern-
ruent to consider this matter and deal with
it. T hope that Ministers bave not lost

sight of it? T asked certain questions to-
day as to whether the Government were
perfectly satisfied concerning the safety
of the bridges at Fremantle for railway
traffic. The last thing I want to do is io
erzate undue alarm in the eommunity, but
it seems that the time has now arrived
Lo call out before some dreadful calamity
takes place. Tt is, of course, obvious that
there must be a large increase in the ac-
commodation for shipping at Fremantle.
Ships are getting larger and more numer-
ous and with the opening up of our back
country the export and import trade at
Fremantle is going to increase hy leaps
and bounds. It becomes a matter of great
importance that the Government should
be somewhat in advance of public re-
quirements and decide what is to be done
in order to meet the diffieulty when it
arises. I helieve it 35 a source of great
satisfaction to know that the mining in-
dustry has revived to a certain extent. I
have always realised that the mining
industry bas been the greatest factor in
the progress of this country and no money
asked for will he prudged for an industry
that means so much to the prosperity of
the country. If another good field were
opened, what a fine era of prosperity
would be in store for Western Austrolia!
I hope the Government will relax no effort
to make a dizeoverv as it would bring
people here in tens of thousands. T am
glad to see there has heen no attempt to
stay the policy of the Government’s pre-
decessors in regard to immigration. I
believe it is the most imporrant thing that
can be done for this eouniry. A handful
of people 13 a great menace to Western
Australia; it is a menace to Australia
and a menace to the Empire that a huge
territory ilke this should he peopled so
sparsely, and a great effort must he made
to bring white population to this conntry,
British people if possible but other white
people if you eannot get them British.
T know the Apent General, Sir Newton
Moore, does his utmost to promote suit-
able immigration, and I consider the Gov-
ernment have done wisely in renewing
his appointment te a position in which
he has done so well. If the Government
keep on with their policy of immigration
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there need not be much alarm in regard
to the expenditure that has taken place
in public works. I always contend that
immigration and public works should go
band in hand. Our one weak spot to-day
is the per capita debt on the people of
this State. We should do our best to
reduce that as by reducing it we are able
to go on the market and borrow to much
greater advantage than when the popula-
tion of this econntry is much smeller than
it ought to be. We should continue the
policy of immigration and public works,
and the policy of finding more mineral
wealth in this eountry, so as to induce
foreign ecapital to come to 1t. I am
against the Government doing everything.
I ohjected to the purchase of the Perth
trams hecanse I did not want to see half
a million of foreign capital replaced by
half a million of debt, and I believe that
if the words of wisdom uttered by Mr.
Colebatch had been listened to, the Bill
for the purchase would have been rejected,
and it would have been better if it had.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Not foreign capital,
British eapital.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: Well, eapital em-
ployed in the State. Notwithstanding all
the socialistie enterprises of the Govern-
ment, and there have been great losses in
connection with them, this is a zood coun-
try. It is a conntry that probably can
stand all these reverses. I have enough
confidence in it to believe that no matter
what Government is in power, Western
Australia must go on along the ruad to
prosperity. It is a country of great
mineral resources, great agrienltural pos-
sihilities and great timber wealth. It is
a country whieh, if population is brought
to it, the result cannot be in doubt. T
hope the Government will go on without
relaxing in this policy of immigration
and, if they do that, notwithstanding the
mistakes they may make in other diree-
tions, that part of their policy will be
fraught with good results,

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.530 p.m.

Hon. 4. F. CULLER (South-East):
Mr. Moss seemed inelined to deprecate the

silence of the Government over the defeat
of the referenda. Now, had the Govern-
ment been in power two years ago, there
is no doubt they would have warmly eon-
gratulated the ecountry on its escape from
the invasion of State rights. That was
the individual view of most of the pre-
sent Ministers two years ago; and they
might have gone further and congratu-
lated the country on the stoppage of the
extravagant regime from whieh it has
suffered for three years. I mean the Com-
monwealth as a whole. Eut, as Mr, Moss
went on to explain, there is a very strong
reason why Ministers shonld take a dif-
fevent attitude to-day. Congress bas de-
termined that the referenda would form
a very direet short cut towards unification
and the getting rid of what is regarded
as conservative safeguards in the State
constitutions. There is no doubt that the
members of the present Government have
accepted that attitude to-day. Well, I am
not so much troubled about their non-ref-
erence to the referenda, but I cannot, for
the life of me, nnderstand why the chief
burden of their song of 13 months ago
has not had a single mention in the Gov-
ernor’s Speech, not a word about cheap-
ening meat; not a word, I suppose, be-
canse the fact is that meat is dearer than
ever. And not a word about the steamers
because, I suppose, the leader of the
House, at all events, knows that the
steamers are almost on the rocks to-day.
I ean understand that no one would more
gladly see the fiasco ended, if it conld be
withdrawn from with any face at all, than
the leader of the House. He is in the
middle of the trouble, and no one knows
befter than he the hopelessness of this
venture into State socialism. Possibly he
will say presently that he regards it as
delieate to refer to the matter whilst this
precions Commission is sitting; but
surely he must know that is a huge joke.
In so far as the manager’s fitness is under
consideration, it is surely a joke lo select
for chief judge the man who appointed
hiirn, and to select for the other judges
men who have noft an atom of acguaint-
ance with steamer management or steam-
ers at all. The thing is such a huge joke

that no responsible Minister could seri-
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ously stand up and say a word in defence
of it. Now, I am not going to detain the
Honse with this or any other of the Gov-
ernment’s socialistic enterprises further
than that T would seriously advise Minis-
ters, while so much statesmen’s work
awaits them, to drop these twopenny half-
penny interferences with trade and com-
merce. Let them take this broad view of
it: Is it a fair thing, is it & business-like
proposition for Ministers to use the tax-
payer'’s money to compete agansi the
personal business of the taxpayers who
find the money? Ts this a sound aftitude
for a Government to pursue? Surely it
is possible to have a monopoly of the sale
of meat or of anything else if some other
sources c¢an be drawn upon than those
of the exploiter. If some other souree de-
fines the margin between the cost and the
price fixed meat ecan be given away on
those terms., When one comes to think
of it seriously, it is a matter to laugh at.
Ministers of the Crown neglecting their
proper, grave duties to go dabbling in
little butchers’ shops selling pounds of
sansages and of tripe. The thing is a
humiliating farce. I hope the Ministers,
when they are older in office, will diseover
that there are far greater serviees to be
rendered to the conntry. How can a
Minister do his greater work while he is
bartering with twopenny matters of petty
trude? Amongsl other serious omissions
in the Governor’s Speech is the absence
of reference to the Government land po-
Hey, Now, this is a fundamental matter.
How is it that ‘‘Bath’s baby,’’ that fu-
tile Land T.easing Bili, found no reference
in the Speech? hen the Minisier for
Lands introduced it, he treated it as the
most revolutionary thing that ecould be
proposed. It was to revolutionise the
whole land question, But now, not a
word about it. That Bill was ignomini-
ously thrown out by this House, and the
Governmment sit down and say not a word
about it. I submit that a responsible Gov-
ernment vnght to have something to say
ahout this rejection of what was the main
plahk of their policy when they last met
Parliament, If they are going to accept
it is as final, then [ say they should have
announced their withdrawal from their

enforcement of leasehold with regard to
town properties. The two things, surely,
hang togather. If the Government aceept
this House’s rejection of the Land Leas-
iug Bill, appliecable to rural lands, cer-
tainly the Government should withdraw
their high-handed action in refusing any
further sales of town lands. I submit
it is not omly high-handed, but illegal.
The Government have power to lease
lands in towns, certainly, and those who
want leases should get them. But the law
gives no power to shut down on the sale
of town lots, and any regulation that
may have been put through without
being noticed by members of this
House, is wulira wires. They have no
power to reluse sales of town lands. If
any would-be purchaser to-morrow chose
to fulfil the law and put down a deposit
and ask for a certain allotment to be put
up to auction, he could get a Supreme
Court mandamus to have it put up. But, of
course, law is a costly thing, and no would-
be buyer is going to that trouble. Towns
are blighted because men who want free-
bolds are waiting and waiting for a change
of administration to give them free-hold.
Numbers of would-be buyers have come
to me for advice, and in each case I have
seid. ‘‘Apply for your lease, take up the
land, and there will be no trouble about
getting the conversion of the lease into
free-held later on, when the country come
to its senses.”” I would like to refer to
a couple of things that the Government
propose to do. There seems to he some
strange obsession of mind in connection
with the Esperance railway. That line
which has been, I think, thrice rejected
mn various forms, is to be brought on
again hot foot to please some people. Pos-
sibly it is to please a large section of its
zoldfields supporters. At all events, it is
to be bronght on. I wanted fo hear the
leader of the IIouse on this matter before
speaking, but he is lying low. I think it
would have saved time if the leader of the
House had answered Mr. Moss. He would .
possibly bave satisfied hon. members on
many points, but the Minister is lying
low, and T will have to assume his atti-
tude towards the Esperance railway.
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Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Did you nel
read his lengthy report whiech was pub-
lished in the paperst

Hon. J. F. CULLEN:
sorry fo say I did not.

Hon. M. T. Moss:
over his pienie.

Hon. R. G. Ardagh:
valuable information.

No; T am

He was excited

You missed some

Hon. W, Kingsmill: It was almost a

poen,

Hon. J. F, CULLEN: T asked the
Minister if he had visited the Phillips
River district to the westward of the Es-
perance belt of country, and he informed
me that he had not. But one of his
colleagues, Mr. Collier, had visited the
Phillips River district, and has hrought
up an excellent report on the agricultural
lands in that distriet, quite apart from its
mining resources. It is not a hreach of
confidence to say that at the opening of
the Ongerup railway on Wednesday last
that Minister, who is Minister for Rail-
ways, expressed himself in this way: that
so important were these agrienltnral lands
and so futile seemed to be the attempt to
give them transit to market by way of
Hopetoun, that it was essential a voad
should be wade to connect Phillips River
with the Great Southern railway, either
at Ongernp or Nyabing. or some other
point. He made this statement publicly,
and I interjected, “Why not a railway?”
If hon. members know the country they
will appreciate my interjection. The Min-
ister immediately replied, “The railway
will follow the road.” I followed him
and I expressed a view that I had put
forward several times before, that the
real solution of the Esperance lands prob-
lem will be by an east and west railway,
and not by a railway porth and south.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: What will be
the port of the district—Bunbury or Bus-
selton?

Hon. AL L. Moss: Not Kalgoorlie.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: The Esperance
lands comprise a long strip estimated at
100 miles in length, buf very narrow.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Who made the
estimate?

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: The strip is
only about 30 miles in width, That is

on the line running north and south, such
a line as is proposed for the Esperance
railway. That line would run aeross
the Esperance belt and only meet an area
of, say, 15 miles on each side of this 30-
mile line, My proposed solution, and
I impress it on Ministers most eonscien-
tionsly, is this: before they go further
they should investigate this view of the
question, whether it would not be better
to run a line from the eastward end of
the FEsperance helt right through the
middle of the belt giving access to the
whole of the belt, no part of which wounld
be more than 15 miles from the railway,
right through to the westward end, and
throngh the Phillips River area, which is
really a pontinuation of the same belt
with more or less sandplain between, but
it is the same belt of good country, only
with immeasurably better eonditions for
the farmer,

Hon. J. W. Kirwan:
vou have?

Hon, J. ¥, CCLLEN: T am coming
to that if 1he hou. member will listen for
a moment, 1 wonld continue on throuzh
the Philiips River lands, and econnect
with the Great Southern line either ai
Albany, by traversing the vceasial coun-
try as near as {he eonformation of that
country will admit, direet to Albany, or
by taking the short eut of necessary con-
struction to Ongerap or to Nyvabing. The
distance from Thillips River to Ongeruy:
or Nyahing would not be more than S0
miles, and {he greater j:art of it would be
through good country. There would be a
couple of strips of sandplain but ths
greater part would be good country, amd
with sufficient rainfall for agrienitural
purposes. If the Government persist in
bringing on their new Bill for the Esper-
ance railway, and if it arrives at this
House 1 shall ask hon. members to insist
on an investigation of this aspect of the
question before coming to a decision on
the matter, I have looked at the Govern-
ment’s proposals further than this Es-
perance railway in the way of railway
construetion, and I am sorry to say they
are far from adequate. Why, in the pro-
vince which I have the honour te repre-
sent, or to help to represent, there are

What port will
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openings to-day for half a dozen rail-
ways, whick would -open up splen-
did country. There is the extension of
the Katanning-Nyabing railway, which
the Government have already made a
survey for, aud which I have no doubt
they will carry out. There is the pro-
posed extension of the Tambellup to On-
gernp railway tbrongh Needliup in the
direction I have spoken of. One of the
best stamp of farmers we have in the
country attended the railway opening at
Ongernp on Wednesday last. He was
formerly an old English land holder,
a South Afriean farmer, and is now
farming at Needliup, 20 miles away
from railway communication. His sons
are public school boys, his wife and
danghter are Oxford graduates, and
they are away out in the middle
of the bush, the finest stamps of settler
the country could have, happy and con-
tented, asking ouly for this extension of
the railway. This authority, who is re-
liable, says that around his holding there
are 300,000 acres of good enltivable land.
No further argument is needed for the
20 or 25 miles of railway extension from
Ongerup to open up such a belt of coun-
try. This is No. 2 proposal. Then there
is the long-talked-of line from Mount
Barker to Bridgetown. That line mnst
be constructed, and the sooner the better.
The Advisory Board recommended that
the line be carried on as early as possible,
for abont 20 miles. Then there is the
proposal recommended by the Advisory
Board for an extension from Tenterden
westward and a better proposal for a
live westward from Tambellup. All these
lines would open up splendid areas
of country, and soon become pay-
able propositions, But of far greater
importance is the line regarding which
the Governor’s Speech 1is entirely
silent, namely, the cobnnection of Albany
throngh Denmark with the South-West-
ern raillway system. This has been pro-
jected for many, many years. The line
would run ite whole length through rich
country, and it would open up magnifi-
eeni belis of timber. Why do the Gov-
ernment pass over that line, and rush this

Esperance proposal? Ts it that the Min-

isters are not well aequainted with the
south-west? It cannot be. Their respon-
sible servanis are always telling them
about the immense latent wealth in the
south-west, and yet there is not a word
about the south-west, and not a word
about the Albany harbour improvements
to open the way for the export of the
producis of the south-west and the Great
Southern distriets, for which Albany is
the natural port—not a word abont it.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: What do you
mean about rushing the LEsperance pro-
posal? It has been before the country
for 18 years, and was surveyed ten years
ago.

Hon. J. ¥. CULLEN; The hon. mem-
ber will no doubt champion the Esperance
railway bhimself.

Hon. J. W, Ilrwan: I did not correct
the hon. member when at Norseman
though.

Hon. J. . CULLEN: The hLon., mewm-
ber is hardly accurate. I organised the
league which secured the Cooigardie to
Norseman railway, but, if the ITouse will
allow me to add, I was very eareful to
warn the Esperance people to lie low or
they would bave damned onr ratlway.
They wanted to join our league and at-
tend on deputations and I said, “Net on
your life; lie low.” I did fight hard for
the railway to Norseman, and that is all
I ean say. For a long time pasi early
dates have been fixed for the completion
of plans for the Albany harbour improve-
ments, but the plans have not seen the
ligit as yet as far as Albany knows, Will
Ministers in this House make a note of
this, and urge the Government to push on
with the Albany harbour improvements?
I am not fighting for Albany as against
Fremantle—that would be childish and
futile—but I am fighting for Atbhany as
the port for the Great Sonthern and
South-Western part of this country. It
is the natural port, and it is the finest
natural port the West can boast of, and
with moderate expenditure it ean be made
a great source of wealth to the whole
country. I urge the Ministers to see to
it that the necessary works are not much
longer delayed. T want to speak partien-
larly of the need for dealing in a friendly
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way and in a sympathetic way, with the
people who are already in the southern
part of this Slate. My colleague, Hon.
C. McKenzie, is more familiar with the
details of the claims of the people than
I am, but still for years before 1 entered
this House I did what I conld to champion
the eanse of Denmark and the couniry
Iying between Denmark and Albany. It
is splendid ecountry, but I want the
Ministers to realise that to-day a large
number of splendid settlers there are up
against an almost hopeless proposition.
I want the Ministers to realise this. 8o
dire is the need at the present time that
the Agricultural Department officals have
been encouraging the people to form a
dairving scheme and to start dairving.
Most of them have lost the whole of their
potato erap, the whole of theiv revenue for
the year, and the official: of the Agricul-
tural Department have encouraged them
to go in for a dairying secheme, and in
the early stages they really placed what
looked like a good schewe before them.
Personally I do nol believe in Government
cows a hit. I do not believe in going to
the Government and asking them to buy
eaws for a man. A practical dairyman
would do it ten limes as well as a Gov-
ernment official. The Government official
will generally get all the culls and dead-
beats palmed off on him, but not so the
practieal dairyman. The people entered
into this scheme with the Government
officials, and all well until, like a thunder-
bolt, when the settlers were looking for
the cows, the depnrtment wrote ihat only
the settlers on ihe Denmark coneession
could get the cows, They are only a
few of the people who were moving in
this dairving scheme, and furthermore
every applicant must slart off with five
cows, The Government official does
not believe in the Scotch idea of one
cow; it is to he five cows or none,
And now the whole scheme is thrown
into confusion. I want the Minister
to see his colleague at the head of
that department and ask him fo get his
officials to work and not let this scheme
be given up. If a man wants one cow.
let lim have it. so long as he ean enter
into a bond to pay for it as he is pre-
pared lo do. Denmark is a big scheme

for which this Government is not in any
way to blame. The Governments be-
fore this are to blame, and to-day nearly
all the settlers on the Denmark concession
are up against a hopeless proposition.
They ecan never win through. T speak
from an intimale knowledge of tle matter.
At first the Government gave double the
value for the land, the railway and the
tumble-down houses; then, instead of
throwing the land open to people who
understood if, they sent down a number
of unemployed, wastald piles of money
on them and added it to the price of the
land. They said, “We have spent so
many thousands of pounds on the land,
thercfore the land must be so many thou-
sands of pounds hetter and wa will add
that value to the price.” Men who were
fit to tackle that eouniry would not look
at it. To-day nearly all who are there
are in a lopeless state. Men who hought
houses there expected to live on ihe set-
{lers, but there are very few settlers to
live on, and they eannot pay for the
houses they bought. The purchasers of
suburban areas cannot utilise them be-
cause there is no loeal market , As for the
settlers. 1he prices they contracted to pay
are utterly ridienlous; running up for
pattly cleared land to £14 an aere. Ridi-
ewlous, utterly ridiculous! When the
Government agent quoted this to me, T
said, “Fxcuse me, yon mean chillings.”
“No.? he said, “pounds.” It is obliga-
tory on the Government to revise the eon-
tracts of these seftiers, There is a grand
future for the southern end of this ecoun-
try, but up to this the Government has
not properly or effectively dealt with it.
I am sure Ministers will admit that T have
not spoken in any wrong vein or offered
unfair critieism. Tt is really a secondary
consideration to this House whal party
may be in power. This is a nen-party
House. T insist on that and T shal) always
take that attitude. All that this House
demands is that the affairs of the country
shall be administered wisely, economically,
and soundly. T want, in conclusion, to
urge upon Ministers to drop little waste-
ful exeursions into State socialism, They
are only wasting time. Ministors should
address themselves to the srent watters
on which the life of the country dependsc
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Win population of the right kind. It
really will not cosli too mnch whatever
concessions are made in the way of pas-
sage money. Win population as rapidly
as yon can; open up the lands both by
making it possible for indunstrions seitlers
to acquire them, and give these people
access to markets,

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Except Esper-
anece,

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: (Go on with the
education of the people. You cannot err
too much in the way of generosity to the
people whose children need schooling, I
wish the Minister for Eduocation were
here because I want to say to him fhat
the process of granting schools is.too
glow, Correspondence is drawn out for
months belween the demaund for and the
granting of the services of a teacher. That
ought not to be. Wherever there are eight
or ten children it will vay the country
to put up a school, espeeially where that
eight or ten are settled on an area that is
sufficiently promising to support a town
in the fulure. Never be afraid to open a
school in a new seitlement. Half a dozen
places in my province that T have visited
lately have had the experience of having
to put up with months, and in some cases
years of correspondence. Some litfle de-
tail has been overlooked or some condi-
tion of little importance has not been car-
ried ont to the letter and the school has
“been delayed and the boys and givls have
grown to sach a size that they are
ashamed to go to school, I desire to say
that I for one have no intention of taking
part in any factious opposition to the ad-
minisirabion of the Governmeni. To all
their proposals which to me seem to he
workable T shall give my utmost support
from my place in this 1Touse.

Hon, E. M. CLARKE moved—

That the debate be adjourned.

Motion negatived.

Hon. E. M. CLARKE (South-West):
I regret that the House did not agree 1o
my motion for the adjournment of the
debate. 1 have a good deal to say, not
altogether on the Governor's Speech, but
on many things which are exercising the
minds of the public at the present {ime.
I, for one, look upon it that we are in

for a very strenuons time. Things are
not going quite to my liking, and T am
sorry to say that my own femrs in regord
to land setélement have to some extent been
realised; that is, I think that people have
been sent out too far into the Eastern
belt. T think that the Government have
gone too far in their neglect of many big
questions, The Government should exer-
cise ecaution in everything that they
do, because the immediate outlook
does not appear too bright. I do
not like to take a dark view of
things, beeause whatever difficulties the
State may experience, they will exist, I
am confident, for only a few years. The
resources of the country are so great that
with a short period of good management
I am certain we shall be booming again.
At the same time, we need to exercise
great cantion, and it is on one or two mat-
ters in regard to which that eaution should
be displayed that I wish to speak. My
friend, Mr. Cullen, has talked about open-
g up fresh country in the south-western
cornter of the State. T am with him in
that respeet. There is a lot of attention
being paid to the Eastern wheat belt even
into what I eonsider the dangerous zone,
but we cannot retreat now, and all those
people who have been induced to go far
away into that almost waterless country, 1
eonsider should be given railway facilities.
Faith should be kept with them as far as
possible, but while the Government are
doing that they should also bear in mind
that there are other parts of the State
which require attention. Seme might
think that T am going to barrack for
Bunbary as Mr. Cullen barracked for Al-
Lany, but I shall sei myself right straight
away by saying that my policy is that
every port in the State should receive its
due. Tlat is to say, T believe the eost of
production has got to such a pitch at the
present, time that the cost of travsit fromn
any one place beyond the nearest port is
such that there can be nothing but loss to
the producer. My object is that in every
instance we should see that produeis are
earried by rail to the nearest available
port, I eare not whether the port be Fre-
mantle or Bunbary.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan : Or Esperance,
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Hon. E. M. CLARKE: We will deal
with that question later on.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Esperance is not
to get the trade that belongs to it, but
other ports must.

Hou. E. M. CLARKE: Anyway, my
idea 15 that the Government have gone
rather too far in their neglect of these
things. We should establish good settlers
ou the land., These are the people who
have kept the Staie going, and the result
of their work will last for all time. What
I waut to say, and I do not say it in a
cavilling spirit, is that money would have
been far better spent in opening up new
places than in itrying some of the doubt-
ful ventures lhe Government have goue
into. But I am not going to find fault
with what the Government have done in
that direction. We will take the port
which I have the pleasure to represent
at the present time. It is an admitted
fact that that particular port sends away
more tonnage than any other port in the
State, and in that respect, I think it
stands fourth or fifth in the Common-
wealth. I say unblushingly that I often
wonder whether there is anything that
place has had that has not heen fully jus-
tified. 1 cannot think of any single thing,
unless it is that bit of a railway which
has been constructed from Bunbury to the
racecourse. When we eonsider the volume
of shipping that there is to that place
we must admit that the time has come for
the Government te do something not
only for the Dbenefit of Bunbury,
but the benefit of the State generally.
T will give one instance. A few steamers
are calling in there at the present time
for a bit of coal, but T want to say right
here that there are fthousands of tons of
¢oal that should be supplied from Bunm-
bury, if that port had its due, viz., suffi-
cient depth of water. I say, on the best
of aunthority, that there are larpe steamers
going by Bunbury, whereas if’ there were
a sufficient depth of water they wonld ecall
in there and get fuel for their bunkers
instead of going somewhere else. There-
fore, I contend in that respect we are
losing a lot of trade, not only to the port
of Bunburv, but to the State at large.
There is another matter that has been

partienlarly before the Government very
frequently, and that is in regard to a rail-
way in another much neglected corner of
the State. JMembers have seen in the
lobby an instanee of what ean be grown
in that coastal distriet. My idea is that
it is ahsolutely necessary to have railway
communication there, and I go so far as
to say right here that if the Government
are not prepared to build the railway
whieh has been asked for by the settlers
in the South-West, the least they ean do
is to allow private enterprise fo do it.
If the Government say that they arc not
prepared to earry the line out, it will
soon be found that there are private
people who are prepared. T once attended
a deputation to a Minister of the Crown,
and amongst other things which were
brought under his notice, was the fact
that there is an immense quantity of tuart
timber in that area, and the only answer
was that the (tovernment would want it
all. Now, I say there is enough tuwart in
that district to supply the Commonwealth,
and if they eunt it out there is plenty more
growing. It is time these things were
gone into. There is too much delay alto-
gether. The same remark applies to
another scheme which the whole of the
South-West badly wants and that is frri-
gation. Tt is one of those things to which
1 have turned aftention of late, and 1
say emphatically that the Government
should get to work without delax. Every’
time there is an agitation about irrigation
there is an officer sent to report. That is
all that is done. After some time there
is a forther agitation and another report
is made, but nothing else is done. I
may he said that I was one of the great
est opponents of the Rights in Water and
Irrigation Bill, which was hefore us last
session, That I emphatieally deny, and T
say, without egotism, that I know as well
as any member in this Chamber what is
wanted in the Sonfh-West. The settlers
do not want a Bill of that nature, and I
am prepared to supnort the carrving
threugh of a Bill that will give the Gov-
ernment all the powers that are neees-
sarv. That heing so, I hope the Govern-
ment will get to work at an earlv date

and see if they cannot put throngh a



[29 JuLy, 1913.] 30

measure that will be satisfactory to the
people there. I want to see the irrigation
scheme put into operation. It does not
affect me personally much, but I do want
a Bill that will be aceeptable to the
people, not only in the Sonth-West, but
in every distriet where land is capable of
irrigation. I look to that as one of the
things that will make this State hum.
Now, with regard to other necessary
measures, we have in the South-West any
quantity of timber, and the time is coming
when that timber wiil be more diffieult to
get. At first the timber-getters ook all
the timber that was on the ridges and
other easily accessible places and left
behind that in the gorges and in other
spots where it was difficult of access.
There 15 now a much greater expense in
getting the timber, and I have been told
that it is proposed to adopt flying foxes.
At any vate, the cost of getting the timber
has increased from day to day and we
want all the facilities for handling that
stuff and shipping it at a minimum of
cost, in order that the industry may go
ahead. Another question that is always
being raised is in regard to the supply of
trucks for Collie coal. T cannot say that
ihe Government have given much cause
for eomplaint on.that account. Special
trucks for the handling of Collie coal were
provided, but the demand for bunker coal
is not sufficiently steady and continunous
to keep the trucks constantly in work,
and the Government have found that they
arz very handy to send to the Goldfields.
The chances are that just when the trucks
have been zent to the Goldfields they are
wanted in Bunbury. As soon as proper
harbour facilities are given there, that
difficulty will be overcome; there will be
a stendy demand for bunker cosl, and the
trucks will always be available there. X
have very little to say to-night, and, as
Y rewmarked before, I veryv much regret
that T have not had an opportunity of
gpeaking on the varions things that are
of so much importance to the State at
large and to the South-West in particuolar.

Hon. R. G. ARDAGH: I beg to move
the adjowrnment of the debate.

The PRESIDENT : The adjournment
of the debate eannot be moved until the

lapse of 15 minutes, and it is hardly time
yet.

Hon, Sir E. H. WITTENQOM
(North) : It seems to me an extraordinary
state of affairs that after the statements
which have been made by the two or three
speakers who have preceded me, there are
no explanations from the Government side
of the House in any way. I should have
thought it would bave curtailed the de-
bate to a very large extent if some of
those remarks, whether true or not, were
answered in order that members might
know whether they have any substance
in faet. T am astonished by the extra-
ordinary silence of those who represent
the Government after the strong siate-
ments and charges made against them.
There are, perhaps, many things in the
speech I propose to make which I should
nol have referred to had one of the mem-
bers on the Government side spoken, and
under these cireumstances, I may have to
take up a little more time than I other-
wise would. Of eourse, I naturally pro-
pose to deal with the sitnation as we find
it at the present time, and if I am a little
longer ihan I otherwise would be, the
members who represent the Government
have only themselves to hlame. In the
present economic and finaneial position
of 1he country, I deem it my duty to make
some remarks in regard to the existing
state of affairs, and whilst I am bound to
be critieal in doing that, T shall hope that
any remarks I may make will not be taken
in any hostile spirit. I propose to judge
what has been done entirely upon its
results and anything I say will, I hope,
be founded on fact. I still maintain, as
has already been said to-night, that this
iz in no way a party House, and I am pre-
pared to say that any measure, no matter
what Government it emanates from, has
the very fullest conmsideration; and, in
those cirenmstances I again repeat that
this is in no way a party Housé, beyond
the fact that there are a few members who
are pledged to the destrnetion of it at
some time or other, in the interests of one
party. Now I propose to refer to the
Speech itself, and I find that there are
1o less than 38 paragraphs, after reading
which I must adwmit that never in my
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life have I read such a speech. I can only
say that His Excelleney the Governor had
my whole-hearted sympathy when he en-
unciated such a speech from the Chair.
I have in vain tried to look for anything
important in it. T also carefully read the
remarks made by the proposer -and sec-
onder of the Address-in-reply. These,
however, shed no additional light on the
poliey of the Government or the future
methods to he adopted teo remedy the
state of affairs that exist. I think it
must be admitted on all sides that the
State is suffering from severe depression
financially. I do not think this ean
he contradicted,  Business is stagnant,
money is searce and tight, the cost of liv-
ing is excessive, and there is a serious
deficit in the Govermment finanees, whilst
a verv great loss in stock and produce has
to be made up by the pastoraliste and the
farming community. In the face of
those things, there is no mention in the
Speech as to future financial arrange-
ments. No suggestions were made for re-
ducing the cost of living and no methods
for restoring confidenee in business. On
the contrary, we find the Government
sheltering themselves behind the unfor-
tunate bad season we have had, to ac-
eoont for their very large deficit, a de-
ficit which T consider is most inexcusable.
In the way of lexislation we have amongst
other comparatively un-important Bills,
an amendment of the liquor laws. Now
this is by no means urgent. Then we
have the Imitiative and Referendum, ab-
solutely unnecessary legisiation. Next
we come to the establishment of a Parlia-
mentary Committee of Public Works, and
what does this mean?  Simply find-
ing appointments for members of Parlia-
ment and adding to the cost of adminis-
tration. This proposal has twice been up
before ns and twice been rejected, and
now it is onee more submitted for the
consideration of this House. Then we
ar¢ promised an amendment of the
Land and Income Tax, which no doubt
will mean additional taxation and wiil
certainly add to the cost of living.
When we look through the Governor's
Speech to find o remedy for the esisting

state of affairs, and we are offered this

legistation, we may surely say that in ask-
ing for bread we have been offered a
stone. I will refer briefly to the para-
grapls of the Speech., I am quite
in aceord with the stafement that it was
a very advantageous arrangement for the
Premier to visit London, not because for
one moment I think he would be capable
of influencing the money market. The
financiers and money lenders of Great
Britain are far too well up in their busi-
ness to be influenced in any way or to be
guided by the more or less specious re-
marks of any Premier from Australia who
is hunting for funds. But I think a visit
like that must broaden the mind and open
the eyes of any man, and I am guite cer-
tain that what experience he has gained,
in connection with the tramways, electri-
fication of railways, and other matters,
will ba of great value to himself, and of
benefit more or less indirectly to the
State. I see that it was found necessary
to extend further consideration to the
wheat growers and settlers in the wheat-
growing areas. No doubt this did some
good, but why was it limited to the people
in the wheat-growing areas? They are
not the only ones who have lost in the
recent bad season. Why was no assist-
ance offered to any of the pastoralists?
There are hundreds of pastoralists who
bave suffered more perhaps than the
farmers. but we hear of no offer of assisi-
ance to them. They are quite as much
entitled to it as others. The Government
might as well be consistent, and if they
are relaxing conditions to the farmers
they might as well do the same in regard
to the rents of these pastoralists who have
been so hard hit. In a paragraph further
on in the Speech I am pleased to find the
Government are prepared to exercise caun-
tion with regard to the areas outside the
rain belt. The mistake of putting people
too far out on eountry ihat is experi-
mental ean only end in disaster if it is
eonfinued. I hope the Government will
give this matter ecareful attention. T con-
gratulate them npon having given some
attention to it already. Another matter,
and it was referred to by Mr. Cullen, is
the endeavour to get settlers to go on fo
the eonntry before they are fitted to
undertake the work. It requires men who
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have experience and knowledge to make
them suceessful, and even with a full
knowledge of farming these men cannot
hope io be sneceessful wntil they have
learned something of the climate and con-
ditions. It is just as reasonable to expect
a farmer, even an experienced one, to
tome ont from England and to be sne-
cessful at Mullewa, Wickepin, or some-
where else, as to expeet a “cockie” from
Australia to go to England and make a
suecess of farming there. All these mat-
ters require knowledge and experience.
There is, I think, only one profession
that does not require any, and that is the
profession of politician. I think that
anyone can take that on, and the newest
aspirants will say that they are most fitted
to be Ministers. Reference is made in the
Speech to the manufacture of agricultural
implementis, and the Siate sawmills ven-
ture. These are in addition te the but-
chers’ shops, the steamers, and other
matters already entered into. I am ex-
tremely sorry that the Government think
it part of their duty to enter into these
irdustrial enterprises. Tt requires ex-
perienced men who have been thoroughly
brought up to the trade to make them a
suceess, and in many cases even then they
are not suecessful; so how on earth can
the Government possibly hope to be sue-
cessful, especially when we remember that
the workers they employ are really the
masters of their emplovers. As the Gov-
ernment have been put into power by the
workers, and are maintained there by the
workers, how can they possibly resist any
demand for increased wages? In indus-
trial undertakings of this kind they can-
not possibly resist demands under those
eircumstances, espeeially in view of the
faet that an election is pending hefore
very long. It has been said to-might, and
I am sorry to have to mention it again,
even at the risk of repetition, that 1 do
not eonsider the Government have any
right to use the taxpayers’ money to enter
into industrial competition with the very
men who pays the taxes. It is not part
of their business. This money is found
for the good conduct and good government
of the eountry and not to go into specala-
tive enterprises that are most diffienlt to
carry on, and T am still unconvinced that

the members of the present Government
are fitted, either by training or experi-
ence, to conduet industrial enterprises, es-
pecially in  competition with men who
bave specialised in them. I do not say
that in any offensive way, but simply con-
tend that anyone who undertakes a busi-
ness in competition with other people
must have training and experience, and
I do not see how these enterprises can
end in any way exeept in disaster, carried
on as they are. We heard a statement
from Mr, Moss concerning the losses that
have been ineurred, and I hope to hear
from the Honorary Minister, or someone
with knowledge of it, that it may be con-
tradicted. In that case it would save my
making any further reference to the mat-
ter. As, however, it is allowed to go with-
out being contradicted, we must only as-
sume that the statement is eorrect.
Clauses 19 and 20 of the Speeeh refer to
railwdys, and it is stated that we have
256 additional miles of newly opened
lines, and 476 miles of railways in band.
I think that for a State with a limited
population like ours, this is a very large
amount of work, and I had this in mind
when T heard Mr. Cullen’s snggestion just
now with reference to railways all over
the counntry. Where is the money to
come from, and even in the event of our
being able to get it, how are we going to
pay the interest? The interest on this
work alone must amount fo a very con-
siderable sum, and it is not long ago that
I read in some paper a speech made by
a responsible Minister to the effect that
many of the railways recently constructed
and opened were not paying, but in faet
were being run at a loss. In addition we
kave to pay for those under construction
at present, and when we take the interest
acerning on these, we see it is a very
serious amount that we bave to find, and
must ruh away with our revenne 1o a very
large extent. T nlso notice that the eon-
struction of abattoirs is in progress at
North Fremantle, and Midiand Junetion.
T am glad to hear that abattoirs are being
erected, but T am of opinion that North
Fremantle is the wrong place at which to
erect them. I think it is a great mistake
that the works and yards were ever put
at North Fremantle. The proper places
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—and my opinion is borne out by those
with experience in meat supplies—to erect
slanghter yards are Midland Junetion and
Robb’s Jetty, the former to deal with all
the stock that comes down from inland,
and the other to haudle all stock brought
by sea. Those places are most suitable for
dealing with stock with the least trouble
and delay. The next thing is that rail-
ways should be constructed from Midland
Junetion to Fremantle on the other side of
the river, and sach a line would be able to
relieve the whole of the traffic on this side
of the grain and live stock traffic. We
know the lines on the north side of Lhe
river are often congested. This line would
provide relief and I think would pay on
its merits. At the present moment it is
not to be denied that constantly the delays
which take place in getting live stock from
Midland Junction to Fremantle are serious
and inflict a great deal of loss not only
upon the owners of the animals, but also
upon those who- purchase them, and all
parties concerned. I must once again re-
fer to the results that have been achieved
by the present Government during the two
years they have been in office. I find that
so far as I can gather we are labouring
under many of the following drawbacks.
In the first place we have an enormous
deficit, which I think on the 30th June
last was something like £311,000, secondly
money is scarce and tight, and inferest is
high and rising, there 1s severe commerecial
depression, there is the exceptionally high
cost of living, we have severe taxation,
including income tax and land tax, and
on top of it the Federal land tax, there
are heavy municipal rates, most ex-
cessive cost of building, scarcity of dwel-
lings all round the City, general unrest
among the workers, and we had a very
bad season up to the 30th June last. I
do not want to ery stinking fish, but I
would defy anyone to contradiet one of
those staternents, -and perhaps members
will bear with me a little while I elaborate
some of them, and I do so more in sorrow
than in anger, in the hope that the Gov-
ernment may see {heir way to take such
steps to do away with the great disad-
vantages which the commercial section of
the community and many others, in fact,

nearly all, are labouring under. I am
afraid that the whole of it is due to the
poliey of the Labour party. It has been
inginuated, if not acfually expressed, that
the bulk of the deficit is attributable to
the bad season, and the fact that the Gov-
ernment have had to supply the farmers
with seed wheat and manures, and relax
their demand for rent. This has been said,
and perhaps it may aceount for some of it,
but T do not think it will aceount for any-
thing like the major part of it. The
great fault that I perceive is bad admin-
istration. The administration of the fin-
ances and of the offices is to blame for
the greater part of this deficit. One of the
first aets of the Government on coming
into office was to increase the rate of wages
of one section of the community something
like 13, a day, which amounted in the
aggregate to £32,000; and since then I
have read and heard stated in varions
places that the {otal increases in wages to
different portions of the public service
have amounted to something like £120,000.
This is an enormous increase, and whilst
I believe in paying good wages to all that
we possibly can, paying as good wages
as any indusiry or department can afford,
at the same time T think it should be done
with prudence, and to my mind it was dis-
tinetly imprudent to start making these
vast inereases before it was discovered
whether the revenme would stand it. I
suppose this first rise was made almost be-
fore Ministers took over the government
of the country, and the consequence is
that these continual rises have together
accounted in a large measare for this de-
icit. Another thing, I do not know if
the Government have any right to make
these large increases unless they are in a
first-class position to do it; becaunse they
are placed there to administer the public
funds to the advantage of all parties, and
not to the advantage of any one section
of the community. In this case we find
these large increases given to a section
that help to keep Ministers in power, and
whilst I think that everybody should look
after themselves to a certain extent, at
the same time the position of Ministers

15 one of such high trust that they should
be very careful of the administration of
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moneys entrusted to their charge. Of
course, as I have said hefore, they have
my entire sympathy, because it is im-
possible to do anything else where the
workers are the masters of the employers.
I next come to the subject of money being
searce and tight, and I think no one can
contradict me on that point. The causes
of it are not far to seek. It is due to
three principal causes. First was the note
issne, the next was the Commonwenlth
Bank, and the third was the opening of
the Commonwealth Savings Bank.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Is money not
searce and tight all over the world?

Hon. 8ir E. H. WITTENOOM: No.
To show how plentiful it is, and how wili-
ing are the financial authorities to lend
it, I may point to the Chinese loan. It
does not iook as if money were tight all
over the world wheu the Chinese managed
to secure a loan of 25 millions; and not
only was the loan over-subscribed, buk it
went to a premium,

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: But the wars have
taken place since then.

Hon. Sir E. H, WITTENOOM: But
wa could not get the money, where they
did.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: We got two mil-
lions.

Hon. 8ir E. H. WITTENOOM : We got
two millions out of five, and we had to
pay a big price for it.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Not so big as they
had to pay in South Auwstralia.

Hon. Sir E, H. WITTENOOM: I am
coming to that. The other States are just
in the same position as we are, which goes
to show that the money-lenders of Great
Britain are not quite in accord with the
methods and poliecy of Labour Govern-
ments. All T want to point out is that
the Treasurers and Premiers of these
States have been to England tu trv and
get money for iheir respective States,
and in no case have they been ahle to get
as much as {hey wanted, and in every case
iheyhave had to pay excessiverates; while
the Chinese Republic asked for 23 mil-
lions, and it was over-subseribed and went
to a premiam, whereas ours was down a
half per cent. long before it was put on the
market. T want to show some of the rea-

sons why we cannot get money in Aus-
tralia. When I was interrupted 1 was
trying to explain why it is that money is
tight, and I say it is owing te the note
issne and the Commonwealth Bank, and
particularly the Commonwealth Savings
Bank; and for these reasons—although I
was going to add that our Govarnment are
not to blame for it, notwithstanding, I be-
lieve, they are in sympathy with the policy
of the party who are to blame for it—
the State is labouring under a defi-
eiency in money. When the note issue
came out as law all notes, as you are
aware, belonging to private banks were
recalled. These had to be all bought up
by the different banks, For instance, if
a bank had £150,000 in notes in e¢ircala-
tion and, say, snother £150,000 in gold,
when it beeame law that ng private banks
eould issue notes, and not only that, but
ihey had to recall them, the private banks
had to call up a lot of their advance in
gold to purchase their own notes. Thus,
to buy up £150,000 worth of notes they
had to withdraw from eireulation
£150,000 worth of gold. Having bought
out their notes, which they had to burn,
then if they wanted £150,000 in nofes
they went to the Federal Treasurer to get
it. That, of course, made no difference,
but it was the first payment of £150,000
which represented a loss to this country.
Among the six or seven banking institu-
tions we have here, I am of opinion that
it took £130,000 out of circulation. I
calculnted that the Savings Bank would
take another £230,000 from eirenlation,
but if it takes anything like az moch ns
we have heard to-night it shows that this
money must be going away somewhere
at a very rapid rate. At any rate these
are the causes which aceount to a large
extent for the tighiness of wmoney in
Western Australia. Ton will see for your-
self what a difference it must make to
the farmer and the storekeeper, and the
business man who is in the habit of rely-
ing on this advance to carry on his busi-
ness. Farmers are unable fo meet their
bills, and merchants have to renew them,
and we find ourselves in Western Aus-
tralia confronted with the worst shortage
of money that has oceurred for many
years. It has natorally eane~d a very
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severe commercial depression, and it eame
at one of the most inopportunc times,
when the worst drought we have had was
raging, which made it worse than ever.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: 1 suppose that is
the cause of the fall of British Consols
also.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: I am
speaking loeally. These are the aciions
which have had the sympathy of the pre-
sent (overnment, even if the present
Government were not direetly responsible
for them. -

Hon, J. W. Kirwan:
tight all over the world?

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTERNOOQM: No, the
Chinese got it easily.

Hon., R. G. Ardagh: What did they
pav for it?

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: That
is not the point. On top of all this comes
the most severe taxation; and everybody
must admit that Auvstralia is the highest
taxed country in the world. Tf il is not,
it must be a very wealthy comnmunity else-
where which ean stand higher imposts.
There are very heavy customs duties,
nearly all of which go to the
Federal authorities to be used for
old age pensions, maternity bonunses
and defence, and most of the money
" flowing ont through the two first-
named e¢hannels is paid to people who do
not wanf it. Then we have income tax,
two land faxes, or with the municipal
rates, three land taxes. Of all the short-
sighted, ili-advised taxes to impose in a
country like Western Australia the land
tax is the worst. The very thing you want
developed—the land, which of all things
yon want money spent on te bring it to
& high state of production, yon start io
tax, It seems to me snvicidal, and X ean-
not understand any thinking people doing
it. The development of land everywhere
is of primary importance, and every in-
ducement should be given to people to
spend money on it. I am not opposed to
the income tax. Tax under that as much
as yon like, hecause evervone who pays
through that tax pays from something
he has received; but numbers of people
who pay the land tax pay when they are
making losses, and I do not think yon
need go beyond 1912-13 for a great many

Is money not

examples of this. Then we come to the
cost of living, which, I think, 15 wndeni-
ably high. There are many eauses which
contribute to it, and none more thap the
recent drought. One of the chief causes
ia the high cost of meat, and thal nobody
could help, becanse the drought was so
severe that it destroyed large nuinhers of
stock. Hundreds of thousands of stoek
have been lost during the drought. and
no one will be able to calculate his losses
until after shearing, for it is impossible
to collect poor sheep in those huge pad-
docks. The Government undertook to
supply cheap meat, but 1 do not think so
far they have leen very smccessful. T
have not gone into the subject of the re-
tail supply very closely, but from what
I hear they are not very snceessful. T do
rot see how they ean be successful unless
they were to sell below cost, in which case
the general taxpayer wounld have 10 make
up the difference. One of the best ways,
I think, of getting cheap meai would be
for the Government to eveet meat works
at Wyndham. T think their own experi-
ence will show them now the tremendons
loss there is in shipping. Tf meat works
were erect:d at Wyndbam they wounld
get the stoek from the Northern Terri-
tory, and the Kimberley ecatile, and I
think the veature would pay. At all
events, it would do away with ihe great
loss expericneed wow., T must ecorrect
one remark made by Mr:. Moss in which
he referred to the Government starting
to bring down 120 head of bullocks that
had plenro among them. Now, I happen
to be in a position to state that it was
nothing of the kind. The 120 head of
enttle delivered to the Government had
an inspector’s certificate and were per-
fectly clean. The cattle were taken deli-
very of by the Government's representa-
tive and put on board the steamer per-
fectly clean, but for some reason best
known to the anthorities, they were taken
oft the steamer. They were still clean, and
there was no pleure in them at any time
after the Government received them, Tn
those circumstances it was wrong to in-
sinuate that the Government were having
anything to do with diseased eattle, be-
canse I know that the grealest care is
taken to prevent diseased cattle coming
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down from the North to Fremantle,
Another factor in the high cost of living
is house rent, and that is caused to a
large extent by the high municipal
charges. Whether it is the increased cost
of work or net, I cannot say, but the muni-
cipal charges are extremely high, and
more vecenily we have had the additional
cost of sewerage connection which also is
excessively high. In faet, it is something
enormons, and T know of one case where
the cost of putting in the sewerage con-
nection to nine small houses adjoining
was £400. Now, the owner of a house
as a rule caleniates to receive from 6 to
8 per cent., and he is lucky if he gets
5 or 6 per cent. As these additional
charges come along—the high municipal
charges, the sewerage connections and rate
and the increased cost of labour for re-
pairs—he is forced to raise the rents to
enable bim to get his 5 or 6 per cent., be-
cause no one can expect an owner of pro-
perty to take less than that when we re-
member that if he sifs still and does not
put his money into houses he can get &
per cent, withont any trouble or responsi-
bility. It is these causes that make house
rents go up and add to the cost of living
so much. As I have said, the Govern-
ment must be very easily pleased if they
are satisfied with the results and the
prospects of affairs as they are now,
after two years of office. It is heing
found increasingly difficult to borrow
money for our wanfs and needs. Tt is
very easy to talk about extending rail-
ways and doing all sorts of harbour
works and making improvements in all
directions, but unless we are in a position
to get money this talk is futile. In addi-
tion we have to estimate whether, with
our small population, we are in a posi-
tion to pay the enormous amount of in-
terest together with the other responsi-
bilities we have to bear. A proof that
our conditions are not such as appeal to
the moneylenders is the faet of the diffi-
culty of getting money. People do not
lend us money readily and they want a
high price for it, and I need only refer
again to the extraordinary instance of
where people like the Chinese can get
any amount of money, have their loans
over-subscribed and at s premium, while

we are told that money is hard to get at
4 per cent. apart from all the costs of
flotation and underwriting. There 1is
another way of looking at the matter,
and that is we cannot expect money-
lenders to look with a very favourable
eye upon the Commonwealth. We go to
them for money for the development of
the country by the Government, for the
development of land and pastoral areas
by individuals, and for ile earrying on
of large industrial enterprises, and then
we turn rotnd and treat them as absen-
tees, charging them 50 per eent. extra be-
cause they do not live in the ecountry., I
am one of those who thoroughly believe
thkat anybody who has made his money
in the country and then goes away to live
beyond a couple of years and spend his
wealth elsewhere should pay more taxa-
tion, but to tax the professional money-
lender, the very man whom we want to
lend us money for the development of
our country, is suicidal and ruinous, and
T know is resented very much in financial
cireles,

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: How can you
discriminate between the two?

Hon, Sir E. H. WITTENQOM: It
could be done without much trouble. The
Government have another twelve months
of office, and they have any amount of
time in which to convinee us that their
taethods for efficiency and good govern-
ment are safisfactory and that they can
put all these matters right.

Hon. R. G. Ardagh: Ouly twelve months
more? B

Hon, Bir E. H. WITTENOOM: Until
there is another election, which possibly
way make some difference to them, but
they have that twelve months with their
present majority in another place to con-
vince those of us who have still open
minds, that they are able to carry on the
business of the countrv to the advantage
of all concerned, and to do away with the
objections which several speakers have
ennmerated to-night. I again repeat that
I have not made these remarks this even-
ing in a hostile spirit or in a spirit of
opposition. I am trying to show what
I consider tbe unfortunate state of the
country at the present time, in the hope



66 [ASSEMBLY.]

1hat something may be done to ameliorate
it. The Government have twelve months
before an election in whiech to do this.
Were matters reversed I should be only
foo pleased to award my meed of praise
in the same way as ] have given 2 certain
amount of blame this evening, and I hope
that twelve months hence I shall be able
to do that; but T must say now thai from
what the Governmenthave achieved so far
I am foreced to the conclusion that they
do not believe in the old biblical adage
“that our barns may be filled with plenty
and that there be no complaining in our
streets.”

On motion by Hon. J. W. Klr\van,
debate ad;ourned

House adjourned at 9.10 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

ELECTORAL—FORREST CON-
STITUENCY.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have io report
that during the recess—on the 17th April
—Mr. P. L. O'Loghlen resigned his seat
as member for Forrest and was succeeded
by }r. Thomas Moore on the 28th April.
On the 17th June Mr. Moore resigned his
seat, 2 new writ was issued, and Mr.
(’Loghlen was again returned.

The Clerk announced the return of
writ for the election of a member for
Forrest, showing that Mr. P, L. O’Logh-
len had been duly elected.

AMr. O'Loghlen took and subscribed the
oath, as required by statute, and signed
the roll.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By Mr. Speaker: 1, A compilation of
“The Criminal Code Aet, 1902, with its
amendments.

By the Premier: 1, Report of con-
ferenee of permanent heads and heads of
sub-departments on fhe Public Service
Act, and the Public Service Regulations.

By the Minister for Education: HRegu-
lations of the Education Department.

By the Minister for Works: 1, Uni-
form general by-laws for regulating
motor trafie and standard lights to be
carried by all vehicles (also subsequent
amendments}. 2, Fremantie Road Bridge
By-laws—Amending By-law No. 4. 3,
By-laws for the water supplies of—Bus-
selton, TDerby, Geraldion, Goldfields,
Meekatharra, Metropolitan, Pingelly. 4,
By-laws of the Municipalities of—Albany
—Building By-law No. 37. Albany—DBy-
law No. 38. Boulder—Hat pins. Boul-
der—No. 38. Carnarvon. Collie—No.
86. Fremantle—Stands for carts. East
Fremantle—Hat pins. North Fremantle
-—Discount on rates. (eraldton. Leeder-
ville— Amendment to bunilding. Perth-—
No. 31. North Perih—Buildings. North
Perth-—Loan Poll. South Perth—Games
in Parks. South TPerth—Loan Poll.
Subiaco—Building By-law No. 67. Vie-
toria Park—Advertising hoardings. 5,
By-laws of Road Boards—Ashburton.
Beverlev-—Amended By-laws Nos. 57 and
60. Beverley—Valnation on annual
value, Brookton—Trespass and pound-
age fees. Capel—(General). Capel—
Trespass and poundage fees. Claremont
—Building. Collie—Heavy traffic. Goo-
malling—VYaluation on annual value.
Kimberlev—Valuation on anmmal valne.
Marble Bar——Valnation on annual value.
Marradong—Damaging roads. Mount
Magnet—Common reserves. Mount Mal-
colm. , Northampton— Verandahs. Perth



